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Matthew 13:48



 is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” plus the temporal conjunction HOTE, meaning “when,” followed by the third person singular aorist passive indicative of the verb PLĒROW, which means “to be filled.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which describes the past action as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the dragnet received the action of being filled.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“which, when it was filled,”
 is the nominative masculine plural aorist active participle of the verb ANABIBAZW, which means “to bring up.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which describes the past action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that the fishermen produced the action.


The participle is temporal with the action of the participle preceding the action of the main verb.  This can be translated “after bringing up.”

Next we have the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the masculine singular article and noun AIGIALOS, which means “on the shore/beach.”

“after bringing up on the shore”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative masculine plural aorist active participle of the verb KATHIZW, which means “to sit down.”  The morphology is the same as the previous aorist participle: “after sitting down.”  Next we a have the third person plural aorist active indicative of the verb SULLEGW, which means “to collect; to gather: they gathered.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which describes the past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the fishermen produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and adjective KALOS, meaning “the good ones.”  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the neuter plural noun AGGOS, meaning “into containers.”

“and after sitting down, they gathered the good ones into containers;”
 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “however.”  With this we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and adjective SAPROS, meaning “the bad (of poor quality; unwholesome).”
  Next we have the adverb of place EXW, which means “outside; out.”  Finally, we have the third person plural aorist active indicative of the verb BALLW, which means “to throw; to cast.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which describes the past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the fishermen produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“however, the bad they threw out.”

Mt 13:48 corrected translation
“which, when it was filled, after bringing up on the shore and after sitting down, they gathered the good ones into containers; however, the bad they threw out.”
Explanation:
1.  “which, when it was filled,”

a.  This verse is the continuation of the sentence begun in the previous verse.  The entire sentence now reads: “Again, the kingdom of the heavens is like a dragnet having been cast into the sea, and gathering [creatures] of every kind, which, when it was filled, after bringing up on the shore and after sitting down, they gathered the good ones into containers; however, the bad they threw out.”


b.  The relative pronoun ‘which’ refers back to the dragnet: ‘which (dragnet), when it (the dragnet) was filled’.  The dragnet received the action of having a ‘successful catch’.  The analogy indicates that, the gospel is to be presented to all kinds and types of people.  All kinds and types of creatures (people) will be part of the catch in hearing the message.

2.  “after bringing up on the shore”

a.  The bringing of the dragnet on shore is the gathering of believers and unbelievers before the judgment seat of Christ at His second advent.


b.  The shore is a place from which sea creatures cannot escape and return to the sea/lake.  Once Christ returns at the end of the Jewish age, no person of any type will escape His judgment.  They will come before His throne and be judged according to their acceptance or the message of the gospel or rejection of that message.

3.  “and after sitting down, they gathered the good ones into containers;”

a.  The act of sitting down indicates the preparation for judgment and final verdict.  Included in the sitting down is the preparation and deliverance of evidence.  The court sits and everyone hears the presentation of the evidence for or again each sea creature.


b.  The persons gathering are the elect angels.  They work on before of the Lord Jesus Christ to separate or sort the good sea creatures (the fish) from the bad sea creatures (other uneatable sea creatures, including those forbidden by the Law).


c.  The ‘good ones’ refer to believers in the Lord Jesus Christ.  The ‘containers’ refer to perfectly healthy and healed human bodies.  These are not resurrection bodies, since these perfectly healthy bodies are required for two reasons: the establishment of perfect environment for these believers during the millennial reign of Christ, and for the repopulation of the earth.  There will be many believers who survive the Tribulation with injuries, diseases, lost limbs, and all types of physical ailments.  The Lord will heal all of these things for these believers, so they don’t have to enter the kingdom on earth crippled, lame, diseased, or in any type of physical distress.  Part of their perfect life in the millennial reign of Christ is having a perfect container for their soul.

4.  “however, the bad they threw out.”

a.  In contrast to the separation of believers into perfect human bodies (like the body Adam and the woman had in the Garden before the fall of man), the bad sea creatures (the unbelievers) are thrown out of the world.


b.  The unbelievers are cast or thrown into the furnace of fire, that is, the compartment of Hades known as ‘Torments’ as we have seen in the previous parable of the wheat and tares.  These unbelievers go to the same place previously mentioned as the temporary residence of unbelievers until the Last Judgment.


c.  So in summary the elect angels, who gathered the catch of mankind, separate the believers from the unbelievers with the believers going into the millennial kingdom on earth in perfect human bodies and the unbelievers going into the compartment of Hades, called ‘Torments’.

5.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “When Jesus Christ returns to earth to fight the battle of Armageddon (Rev 19:11ff), He will separate believers and unbelievers already on the earth.  These are living people who are not a part of the church (which was already in heaven) or Israel.  These Gentiles will be dealt with in righteousness: The saved will enter into the kingdom, but the unsaved will be cast into the furnace of fire. The same idea is found in the ‘sheep and goats’ parable (Mt 25:31ff).”


b.  “This parable…teaches that the Kingdom impacts good and bad alike; it saves the good and condemns the bad.”


c.  “The parable of the dragnet does not focus on the preliminary situation of good and bad existing together, but teaches the three-part message that God will judge all people, gather together the righteous for further service and safekeeping, and discard as worthless those who are unredeemed.”
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