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

 is the adverb of degree PALIN, meaning “Again.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the feminine singular adjective HOMOIOS, meaning “like.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the kingdom of the heavens produces the state of being like something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of reality.

Next we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun BASILEIA with the descriptive genitive or possessive genitive from the masculine plural article and noun OURANOS, meaning “the kingdom of the heavens.”

“Again, the kingdom of the heavens is like”
 is the instrumental of measure (of comparison) from the masculine singular noun ANTHRWPOS plus the noun EMPOROS, meaning “a man, a merchant; wholesale dealer.”
  Literally this says ‘a merchantman’, but in translation we simply drop the word ‘man’, since it is understood as embedded in the word ‘merchant’.  Next we have the instrumental masculine singular present active participle of the verb ZĒTEW, meaning “to seek: seeking.”


The present tense is a descriptive and durative present for what is now occurring and will continue as a function of this man’s profession.


The active voice indicates that the merchant is producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural adjective KALOS plus the noun MARGARITĒS, which means “good, fine, beautiful, precious pearls.”

“a merchant seeking fine pearls;”
Mt 13:45 corrected translation
“Again, the kingdom of the heavens is like a merchant seeking fine pearls;”
Explanation:
1.  “Again, the kingdom of the heavens is like”

a.  Matthew continues with another example of the Lord teaching the crowds and His disciples in parables.  The word ‘again’ denotes another example of the same thing.  The same thing is another parable.


b.  The introduction to the parable is the same as previous introductions, comparing the kingdom of the heavens to some unusual occurrence in life.  Note that not everyone finds a hidden treasure or a fine pearl.  These examples are exceptions to the rule and indicate the principle that not many (billions in comparison to the trillions of souls who reject salvation) accept the offer of eternal life with God.


c.  The kingdom of the heavens, which is a word picture for eternal life with God is compared to a beautiful, perfect, fine, precious pearl.  In the Roman world pearls of this quality were considered more valuable than diamonds, rubies, and other fine gems.  “In the Roman world of NT times the pearl was highly valued; Julius Caesar paid the equivalent of $350,000 for one prized pearl.”

2.  “a merchant seeking fine pearls;”

a.  The merchant represents the unbeliever with positive volition at God consciousness, who is searching for the means by which he can have a relationship with God.  He is seeking for the means of salvation, just as the merchant is seeking for the rarest of gems, especially the one gem that is more precious than all others.


b.  The adjective KALOS is used with many different meanings, depending on the context or noun with which it is used.  Here it can refer to a fine pearl, beautiful pearl, or precious pearl.  Even though this unbeliever is looking for many fine pearls, there will be only one that is most precious, as we see in the next verse.  That one, most precious pearl is analogous to faith alone in Christ alone as the only “person under heaven, who has been given among men, by whom it is necessary that we be saved,” Acts 4:12.


c.  The seeking of this merchant reminds us of Jesus’ statement in:



(1)  Mt 6:33, “Rather, seek first the kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.”



(2)  Mt 7:7-8, “Ask and it will be given to you, seek and you will find, knock and it will be opened for you; for all who ask receive and the one who seeks finds and to the one who knocks, it will be opened.”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The same objections apply to this interpretation as applied to the previous parable.  The sinner does not find Christ; Christ finds the sinner.  No sinner is able to pay for salvation, even though he sells all that he has.  The pearl represents the church.”
  If the sinner is not supposed to try to find Christ, then why did the Lord make the statements He made in Mt 6:33 and 7:7-8?  This context (Mt 13) is not about the Church, which was still a mystery doctrine, which the disciples would have no ability to understand yet (note verse 51, which makes this very clear; they had no understanding of the meaning of this parable being representative of the Church; but they clearly understood the message of eternal life through faith in Jesus as the Messiah to be that most precious pearl.)


b.  “The pearl of great value may represent the church, the bride of Jesus Christ.”
  I have the same objection—Jesus is not teaching the disciples about the Church.  They are just learning to understand much simpler things at this point.  They aren’t going to understand the concept of the Church until well after the mission to the Gentiles is underway with Paul and Barnabas’ first missionary journey, which is still a decade away.

c.  “The purpose of this parable is to reveal that some men will find the Kingdom of God after diligently seeking for it.  The interpretation of this parable really commences in the discussion of its predecessor [that is, the interpretation must be related to the context].  The second parable in this matched pair presents the truth that not all converts will find salvation without consciously looking for it, but that some will recognize in their own consciousness their need for salvation and actively seek until they find it.”


d.  “Pearls were highly valued in the ancient world (see Jeremias, Parables of Jesus, p. 199 for the fantastic prices they could fetch).”


e.  “Jesus makes the same point by describing a merchant who purchases a costly pearl.  Again the man gives up everything to obtain his treasure.  Sometimes God calls would-be disciples literally to sell all (Mt 19:21), but they must always abandon anything that would stand in the way of wholehearted allegiance to Christ and the priorities of the kingdom.  Interestingly, in the parable of the pearl the man is searching for wealth, whereas in the parable of the hidden treasure the man stumbles across it.  As with the parables of mustard seed and leaven, Jesus is reaching out to every person in his audience.  He calls the spiritual seeker as well as the apathetic atheist.”
  Note that this explanation refers to salvation, not the Church.

f.  “The story is teaching us much the same as did the previous parable.  Again we see that it is well to take decisive action while the opportunity is there, and that no cost is too great when it is a matter of gaining the kingdom.”


g.  “The ‘excellent pearls’ he seeks represent all the higher things of this earthly life, which are prized accordingly by men: philanthropy, humanitarian work, peace, moral living, justice, better social conditions, science, art, and the like.”
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