John 1:1
Matthew 13:43



 is the temporal conjunction TOTE, meaning “Then” plus the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and adjective DIKAIOS, meaning “the righteous; the righteous ones; the righteous persons.”  Next we have the third person plural future active indicative of the verb EKLAMPW, which means “to shine out; to shine forth.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the righteous will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “as, like.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun HĒLIOS, meaning “the sun.”  (Think of the structure as this: ‘the righteous, like the sun, will shine forth’ and you see both nominatives as subjects of the verb.)

“Then the righteous will shine forth as the sun”
 is the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular article and noun BASILEIA with the genitive of identity/possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “in the kingdom of their Father.”

“in the kingdom of their Father.”
 is the nominative masculine singular articular present active participle of the verb ECHW, which means “to have: has.”


The article functions as a relative pronoun, meaning “the one who” or “He who.”


The present tense is a descriptive and gnomic present for a universal truth that presently exists and continues.


The active voice indicates that any person having functioning ears produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

With this we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural noun OUS, meaning “ears.”

Then we have the third person singular present active imperative of the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear.”


The present tense is a durative and static present for an action that exists and is always present.


The active voice indicates that everyone who can hear is responsible for producing the action of hearing.


The imperative mood is an imperative of command, not permission.  If this was an imperative of permission it would be translated “Let him who has ears hear.”  But an imperative of command is translated “He who has ears must hear.”

“He who has ears, must hear.”
Mt 13:43 corrected translation
“Then the righteous will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father.  He who has ears, must hear.”
Dan 12:3, “Those who have insight will shine brightly like the brightness of the expanse of heaven, and those who lead the many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.”
Explanation:
1.  “Then the righteous will shine forth as the sun”

a.  The Lord continues and concludes His explanation of this parable with what happens to the wheat.  The wheat are identified here as “the righteous,” meaning those who have believed in Christ and received the grace gift at salvation of the imputation of divine righteousness.  God the Father gives or imputes or credits to our account His very own divine righteousness the moment we believe in Christ.  God the Father considers our faith in Christ to be so great as to be worthy of His very own righteousness.  Our faith is without merit.  But God the Father gives merit to our non-meritorious faith, because we have believed in what His Son did for us on the Cross, bearing our sins and being judged for them.  Because of our faith in Christ, God the Father considers us to be righteous, which means we are worthy of living with Him and His Son and the Holy Spirit forever in heaven.  Because of what God does for us, we are called ‘righteous’.  Our righteousness has nothing to do with our works, good deeds, or anything else we can do.  We are righteous because God makes us and considers us righteous.


b.  The imputed righteousness of our faith in Christ is then said to shine forth as the sun.  The brightness of the sun is so overwhelming we cannot stare at it.  This is how obvious our faith in Christ will be during the millennial reign of Jesus.  Every person who enters His kingdom will shine forth in overwhelming glorification of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Our ‘shining forth’ is our ‘glorification of God’.  The fact we have believed in Christ will shine forth for all to see.  Just as sunlight reveals the smallest details (dust in the air, which we cannot see without the beam of sunlight), so the smallest faith in Christ will illuminate us ‘like the sun’.  Anyone whose faith may have been hidden in the past because of persecution (for example, those hiding in the mountains during the last half of the Tribulation) will no longer be hidden.

2.  “in the kingdom of their Father.”

a.  The place of this revelation of the righteous is called ‘the kingdom of their Father’.  Notice that this is not called ‘the kingdom of the heavens’ or ‘the kingdom of God’ or ‘the kingdom of the Son’.  This kingdom belongs to God the Father, just as it also belongs to God the Son.  This kingdom is the millennial kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ on earth as well as the spiritual kingdom of God the Father and God the Son as co-regents.


b.  Just as the Father and Son share the heavenly throne now (Jesus is seated at the right hand of the Father), so both share the rulership and ownership of the millennial kingdom—both the spiritual kingdom and political kingdom.


c.  The Father is emphasized here because this kingdom is the consummation of the Father’s plan for His Son in the history of the angelic conflict.  This is the kingdom that the Father has arranged for His Son to have, in order to prove the superiority of His rulership over the previous rulership of Satan on earth.


d.  Jesus’ acknowledgement of His authority over the Father’s kingdom is stated in His prayer at the last supper: Jn 17:1-2, “Jesus spoke these things; and after lifting up His eyes to heaven, He said, ‘Father, the hour has come; glorify Your Son, in order that the Son may glorify You, just as You have given to Him authority over all flesh, in order that all that You have given to Him, He may give eternal life.’”
3.  “He who has ears, must hear.”

a.  The Lord concludes this comparison between the wheat and tares (believers and unbelievers) with a command to all mankind.  Every member of humanity has ears (let’s not argue the distraction of being deaf; the principle is what is important.).  Jesus commands us to use our ears to hear the real message.  The real message here is that there are only two kinds of people on earth—those who believe in Jesus and those who don’t.  We will be one or the other.


b.  We don’t have an option about hearing if we want to be saved from being cast into the furnace of fire.  We must hear the message of the gospel and believe in Christ.  It is the only means of salvation from Torments.  If we have ears, and we do, we must hear and believe that God is not lying to us.  He offers us eternal salvation from crying and grinding of teeth.  He offers us His very own righteous and His kingdom on earth under the rulership of His Son.


c.  This same command is repeated fifteen times in Scripture (Mt 11:15; 13:9, 43; Mk 4:9, 23; Lk 8:8; 14:35; Rev 2:7, 11, 17, 29; 3:6, 13, 22; 13:9).  Therefore, we cannot and must not ignore this warning.  We must hear.  We must believe.  It is our only hope.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The ultimate glory of the ‘sons of the kingdom’ is described in imagery which reflects Dan 12:3, and which contrasts strikingly with their previous ‘hiddenness’ during the period of ‘growing together’.”


b.  “Jesus promises radiant glory for the ‘righteous’—those who do God’s will by becoming disciples of Christ.”


c.  “Here the righteous are those accepted as righteous on the last great day [not ‘the last great day’, since they are accepted as righteous to enter the kingdom, not to end the kingdom]; the term points to their acceptability, not to their meritorious achievement. Shine represents a verb found here only in the New Testament; the comparison to the sun brings out the radiance of the life to which they have come.  ‘Kingdom’ is mostly in this Gospel ‘the kingdom of heaven’, with now and then ‘the kingdom of God’, but this appears to be the only place where God’s fatherhood is linked with the kingdom.  It perhaps brings out the thought that the one who will rule us through eternity is a father to us.  The kingdom is not harsh authority but fatherly love.    He that has ears is an injunction to the listener to understand what he hears.”
  Not only understand, but act upon what he hears.  Understanding without action is dead.

d.  “The glory that became the believers, when they were declared righteous shall at last break forth as did the glory of Jesus as the time of His Transfiguration.  At the end of the exposition of this parable, Jesus calls on him who has ears to use them.  The divine instruction and illumination calls upon all our faculties, plus the will that directs their use.  The durative present imperative calls for no mere single act, but for a constant attitude.”
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