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

 is the third person singular future active indicative of the verb APOSTELLW, which means “to send; to send forth.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the Son of Man will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS with the genitive of relationship or genitive of identity from the article and noun ANTHRWPOS, which means “The Son of Man.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and noun AGGELOS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “His angels.”

“the Son of Man will send forth His angels,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person plural future active indicative of the verb SULLEGW, which means “to gather.”  The morphology is the same as the previous verb with the exception being that the elect angels produce the action.  Next we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of separation from the feminine singular article and noun BASILEIAS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “from His kingdom.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter plural adjective PAS plus the article and noun SKANDALON, which means “all scandalous things.”

“and they will gather from His kingdom all scandalous things,”
 is the continuative/additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine plural articular present active participle of the verb POIEW, which means “to do, to make, to produce, to manufacture.”


The article functions as a demonstrative pronoun, translated “those.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what continued to take place during the Tribulation.


The active voice indicates that all unbelievers are the ones producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun ANOMIA, which means “lawlessness.”

“and those producing lawlessness,”
Mt 13:41 corrected translation
“the Son of Man will send forth His angels, and they will gather from His kingdom all scandalous things, and those producing lawlessness,”
Explanation:
1.  “the Son of Man will send forth His angels,”

a.  The subject and title ‘Son of Man’ is Jesus’ common reference to Himself without using a title of deity, which, if He does so, His enemies will use as an excuse to stone Him to death.  The title Son of Man is equivalent to saying “I will send forth.”  It is interesting to note that Jesus uses a title emphasizing His humanity rather than His deity in taking this action against unbelievers.  In fact, we should notice carefully that it is the humanity of Jesus that will order the elect angels into action rather than a function of His deity.  Certainly the elect angels recognize and honor His deity, but the emphasis here is on the human nature of the Lord Jesus Christ ordering the elect angels into action.


b.  The verb ‘sending forth’ implies that the elect angels have to depart from wherever they are with Jesus to go to wherever the unbelievers are, who need gathering.  Obviously the elect angels are in heaven with the Father and Son and the unbelievers are on earth.  Therefore, the elect angels are being sent from heaven to earth to execute this mission.


c.  There are only two kinds of angels—elect and fallen.  Jesus will command the elect angels to execute His will.  The fallen angels seek to avoid Jesus at all costs.

2.  “and they will gather from His kingdom all scandalous things,”

a.  The subject “they” are the elect angels, just mentioned in the previous statement.  As the reapers gather and separate the wheat and the tares, so the elect angels gather and separate believers and unbelievers before the millennial reign of Christ.


b.  Notice that the unbelievers are removed from our Lord’s kingdom.  This is not the physical/political kingdom, which no unbeliever ever enters, but the spiritual kingdom that existed in Jesus’ day, continues to exist throughout the Church Age, and will exist in the Tribulation.  The spiritual kingdom is alive and continues, but needs to have all unbelievers removed from it, before the physical/political kingdom can begin.  This is why all unbelievers must be removed from the earth before Jesus can establish His millennial rule on this earth.


c.  The removal of all unbelievers and everything associated with them is mentioned under the description “all scandalous things.”  Not only must the unbeliever be removed, but all of his sinful pleasures, philosophies, sociology, economics, and political ideas.  Any and everything related to or motivating sin must be removed from the world in order to establish a kingdom where righteousness dwells.  Every wrong manmade thing must be removed, dismantled, destroyed, overthrown, taken away, etc.  The world with all of man’s ideas needs a complete ‘do over’.

3.  “and those producing lawlessness,”

a.  This phrase includes all unbelievers involved in criminal behavior.  It is especially important to the Lord that no criminal activity ever occurs in His millennial kingdom.  Not just unbelievers, but especially all criminals are excluded from ever entering His kingdom.


b.  Those producing lawlessness are of two kinds:



(1)  There are the passively lawless, who reject following the legitimate rules and regulations of the Mosaic Law; for example, they refuse to love the Lord their God with all their soul and refuse to love their neighbor as they love themselves.  These are not criminals, but have no interest in God the Father or His Son, and refuse to believe the testimony of the Holy Spirit in His presentation of the gospel to them.  They are consumed with producing human good, which is the passive form of lawlessness.  Remember that the tares look exactly like the wheat until they are both mature.



(2)  The people involved in active rejection of Jesus.  They are openly and defiantly opposed to Jesus and all He stands for.  They are not only criminals against other people, but haters of God.  They are active in their opposition to Christ.  They are radical terrorists either with or without religious affiliation.


c.  Jesus’s point is that any and all types of lawbreakers will be excluded from His kingdom, gathered by the elect angels, and removed from the earth for the duration of His rule.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “It is difficult to tell the false from the true today; but at the end of the [Jewish] age, the angels will separate them.”


b.  “At His second coming, the angels will gather the wicked and throw them into judgment.”


c.  “Compare Mt 24:31, where the Son of man sends out his angels (cf. also Mt 16:27; 25:31) to gather the chosen.  Out of his kingdom does not necessarily imply that the ‘sons of the evil one’ were once in it, but that they will have no place in it when it is fully consummated (cf. Mt 8:12).  The kingdom which is here ascribed to the Son of man (as in Mt 16:28; cf. 20:21) is in verse 43 ‘the kingdom of their Father’.  These are not two separate kingdoms (one on earth, the other in heaven, according to some commentators).  All causes of sin (literally ‘stumbling-blocks’) and all evildoers echoes the Hebrew text of Zephaniah 1:3, where it describes the objects of God’s eschatological judgment; here it corresponds to the ‘sons of the evil one’ (verse 38).  The causes of sin are not things, but people, as in Mt 16:23.”


d.  “These people are described, literally, as everyone who causes sin and does evil (not two separate categories as the NIV seems to suggest).”


e.  “At the end of the age the Son of Man will have the supreme place.  Jesus is not referring to some function that the angels will naturally perform, but one that they will carry out only because it is He who will send them to do it.  They will gather the evil people out of the Son of Man’s kingdom.  There is no escaping His rule.  The ultimate sovereignty is more usually ascribed to the Father, but it is clear that the Son is one with Him in the final rule.  The reaping process will include gathering the things that cause sin as well as the people who do lawless things.  In the final state of affairs those traps will be taken away completely.  Jesus speaks of people who do lawlessness, where the reference will be to the law of God.  In this life there are people who overlook or defy the divine law, but that is not permanent: it lasts only for the here and now.  The expression reminds us of the importance and the permanence of the divine law.  For the thought of the whole parable compare Zephaniah 1:3.”


f.  “The entrapments of unbelievers as well as they themselves shall be finally and completely gathered up out of the kingdom they have helped to distress.  Al the lawless things are the contradiction of God’s law, which is the expression of His holy will.”
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