John 1:1
Matthew 13:40



 is the inferential use of the postpositive conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore” plus the comparative conjunction HWSPER, meaning “just as.”  Next we have the third person singular present passive indicative of the verb SULLEGW, which means “to gather up; to gather together.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what is going to happen.


The passive voice indicates that the tares will receive the action of being gathered.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter plural article and noun ZIZANION, meaning “the tares; the darnel.”

“Therefore, just as the tares are gathered up”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the instrumental of means from the neuter singular noun PUR, meaning “by/with fire.”  Then we have the third person singular present passive indicative of the verb KATAKAIW, which means “to destroy by fire; to be burned.”
  The morphology is the same as the previous verb.

“and burned with fire,”
 is the adverb of manner HOUTWS, meaning “so,” followed by the third person singular future active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: will be.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (the previously described situation) producing the state of being.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the preposition EN plus the locative of time from the feminine singular article and noun SUNTELEIA, which means “at the end.”  Finally, we have the genitive of identity or descriptive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun AIWN, meaning “of the age.”

“so it will be at the end of the age;”
Mt 13:40 corrected translation
“Therefore, just as the tares are gathered up and burned with fire, so it will be at the end of the age;”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore, just as the tares are gathered up”

a.  The Lord comes to a logical conclusion, which can be inferred from the preceding statements.  The inference is presented as a comparison—what happens to the tares is what will happen to unbelievers at the end of the Jewish Age, that is, at the Second Advent of Christ.


b.  The tares represent unbelievers, and these unbelievers are gathered up by the elect angels.  You might ask how the elect angels will know if a person is a believer or unbeliever?  The unbelievers alive on the earth will have the mark of the beast, that is, the antichrist on their hand or forehead.  The unbelievers in the compartment of Hades called Torments are already in place and will remain where they are.  The unbelievers are separated by the elect angels from all believers, just as the tares are separated from the wheat.


c.  The bundling of the unbelievers into groups probably refers to the grouping of unbelievers according to their nationality or geographical location on earth.

2.  “and burned with fire,”

a.  This is not a reference to the lake of fire, but to the fire of Gehenna, also known as that compartment of Hades called Torments, which is the place where all unbelievers go to await the last judgment.  All unbelievers of history from the death of Cain until the end of the Tribulation go to Torments when they die.  The unbeliever-tares being gathered and burned with fire are the unbelievers of the Tribulation, who are alive at the Second Advent of Christ.


b.  All these unbelievers of history reside in Torments until the end of the millennial reign of Christ, when they are ‘resurrected’ (brought before the Great White Throne) and judged.  Being found guilty of rejecting God’s love and salvation by refusing to believe in Christ, they are then cast into the eternal lake of fire.  Either just before or just after the Last Judgment the earth (and universe), which includes Hades with its compartments (Torments for unbelievers and the Abyss for fallen angels) will be destroyed.  Thus the lake of fire is the final location of all unbelievers and fallen angels.  The unbelievers of the Tribulation will go from fire (Torments) to fire (the lake of fire).

3.  “so it will be at the end of the age;”

a.  Jesus then completes the comparison.  The final result for the unbeliever is to live forever in fire beginning at the end of the Jewish Age with the Second Advent of Christ.


b.  The ‘end of the age’ cannot refer to the Church Age, since the resurrection of the Church occurs before the Tribulation and signals its beginning.  The age in which Christ lived and was speaking was the Jewish Age, which still had seven more years to go before completion (per the prophecy of Daniel—his seventieth week).  This age cannot refer to the millennium, since all unbelievers of the past history have already been gathered into Torments, and the unbelievers gathered for judgment at the end of the millennial reign of Christ (as a result of the Gog/Magog revolution against the millennial rule of Christ) will go directly to the Great White Throne judgment and never see Torments, since it is destroyed prior to the Great White Throne judgment.


c.  Therefore, Jesus is explaining to His disciples that all unbelievers will be gathered by the elect angels and placed into the fire of Hades at the end of the Jewish Age, that is, at the end of the Tribulation.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “‘The end of the Age’ represents the conclusion of the present Age [no, not this current Church Age, but the present age in which Jesus spoke—the Jewish age] before Christ establishes the messianic kingdom.”


b.  “Jesus’ explanation makes it clear that the tares are not ‘sons of the kingdom,’ so are not ‘apostate’ believers.”


c.  “The conclusion of the parable brings into focus the fundamental division of men into two classes which is basic to the whole chapter, and which was implicit in the parable.”


d.  “As the vice-regent of God’s sovereignty, Jesus promises painful punishment for those who reject Him.”


e.  “Therefore leads us to the consequence of the picture Jesus has painted.  Since things are to take place as outlined in the parable, there will be the equivalent of the burning of the weeds.  The parable led up to the point where the weeds were gathered and burned, and life in this world leads up to the end of the age.  Jesus is talking about ‘the end of time’, the completion of all that is involved in this age.”
  No, He is not talking about the end of time, but the end of the current age in which He lived, the Jewish Age, which ends with the seven year Tribulation and the Second Advent of Christ.  Then follows the whole thousand year millennial age, which has to be completed before the ‘end of time’.  In fact, time does not end.  It never ends, because the Scripture mentions ‘days’ as part of the eternal state.



(1)  Rev 21:25, “(and its gates will never be shut during the day, for night will not exist there);”



(2)  Rev 22:2, “In the middle of its street and on either side of the river [was] the tree of life, producing twelve fruits, yielding its fruit every month.  Furthermore, the leaves of the tree [are] for the healing of the nations.”
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