John 1:1
Matthew 13:39



 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and adjective ECHTHROS, meaning “the enemy” plus the nominative masculine singular articular aorist active participle of the verb SPEIRW, meaning “to sow.”


The article functions as a relative pronoun, translated “who.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing the present action of the enemy in the story.


The active voice indicates that the enemy of the farmer produces the action of sowing.


The participle is circumstantial.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the third person neuter plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “them,” referring to the tares.  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which regards the state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that enemy produces the state of being someone.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular article and adjective DIABOLOS, meaning “the devil.”

“and the enemy who sows them is the devil,”
 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “and” plus the nominative masculine singular article and noun THERISMOS, meaning “the harvest.”
  Then we have the predicate nominative from the feminine singular from the noun SUNTELEIA plus the possessive genitive or genitive of identity from the masculine singular noun AIWN, meaning “the end of the age.”
  Next we have the third person singular present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”  The morphology is the same, with the harvest producing the state of being.

“and the harvest is the end of the age;”
 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun THERISTĒS, meaning “the reapers; the harvesters.”
  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural noun AGGELOS, meaning “the angels.”  Finally, we have the third person plural present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: are.”  The morphology is the same with the angels producing the state of being the harvesters.

“and the harvesters are the angels.”
Mt 13:39 corrected translation
“and the enemy who sows them is the devil, and the harvest is the end of the age; and the harvesters are the angels.”
Explanation:
1.  “and the enemy who sows them is the devil,”

a.  This verse is the continuation of the sentence begun in verse 37.  The entire sentence now reads: “The one sowing the good seed is the Son of Man, and the field is the world; now the good seed, these are the sons of the kingdom; however, the tares are the sons of the evil one, and the enemy who sows them is the devil, and the harvest is the end of the age; and the harvesters are the angels.”


b.  Jesus continues His explanation of the parable of the wheat and tares by identifying exactly who the enemy of the farmer is.  The farmer is the Lord Jesus Christ.  His enemy is none other than the devil, another title for Satan.  The devil has been the enemy of the Son of God since his fall into sinfulness (“I will be like the Most High God”—a statement of total arrogance).


c.  The action of the devil throughout history has been to sow tares (them) wherever the Lord is planting the message of the gospel or sending believers to evangelize the world.  The devil counterattacks everything God does, whether it is presenting a counterfeit gospel or providing false teachers to teach false doctrine.  The devil sowed a false message among the angels and converted one-third of them to his cause.  He has continued that same strategy among men in the attempt to plant and grow as much false doctrine and as many false teachers as he can among believers, missionaries, evangelists, and in churches.  

2.  “and the harvest is the end of the age;”

a.  Jesus continues by explaining the meaning of the word ‘harvest’.  The harvest was mentioned in verse 30.  Jesus now explains that this harvest will occur at ‘the end of the age’.  The harvest the collection of all believers in the world from the four corners of the earth to enter into the kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ one earth.


b.  When is the end of the age?  The age Jesus was living in was the Jewish Age, which began with the Exodus generation and continues until the end of the Tribulation.  This age is interrupted by the insertion of the Church Age into history, because of Israel’s rejection of Jesus as their Messiah.  The Church Age is currently in progress and will continue until the resurrection of the Church, at which time the last seven years of the Jewish Age will be completed, which is commonly called the Tribulation.  This is also known in prophecy as Daniel’s seventieth week from the prophecy that said that there would be seventy ‘weeks’ (each day representing one year) before the advent of Messiah to establish His millennial rule on earth.


c.  So ‘the end of the age’ refers to the end of the Jewish Age, which coincides with the end of the Tribulation, when all believers are gathered into God’s barn—the millennial kingdom of God on earth with the Lord Jesus Christ as its ruler.  The harvest is the gathering of all believers of history into that kingdom on earth.  Believers from the beginning of history to the second advent of Christ are gathered from heaven and earth to enter into that kingdom.  This is the fulfillment of the unconditional covenants to Israel as well as the fulfillment of all God’s promises to believers in every dispensation of history.


d.  This harvest is also mentioned in:



(1)  Dt 30:4, “If your outcasts are at the ends of the earth, from there the Lord your God will gather you, and from there He will bring you back.”


(2)  Isa 27:13, “It will come about also in that day that a great trumpet will be blown, and those who were perishing in the land of Assyria and who were scattered in the land of Egypt will come and worship the Lord in the holy mountain at Jerusalem”


(3)  Mt 3:12, “Whose winnowing shovel [is] in His hand, and He will thoroughly clean out His threshing floor; and He will gather His wheat into the barn; however, the chaff He will burn up with unquenchable fire.’”



(4)  Mt 24:31, “And He will send forth His angels with a great trumpet and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other.”
3.  “and the harvesters are the angels.”

a.  The Lord concludes this sentence with the explanation of who the field-hands are that will work to affect the harvesting of the wheat and tares.  The elect angels are God’s farmhands, servants, slaves, and harvesters.  This is a reference to the elect angels.  The fallen angels have no part in this gathering.  In fact, the fallen angels are collected and ordered into the angelic prison in Hades, known as the Abyss, where they will remain during the entire thousand-year rule of Christ on earth.  After the end of our Lord’s reign, the fallen angels receive their final judgment and are cast into the lake of fire forever.


b.  There are enough elect angels, so that each angel has the honor of accompanying a believer into the millennial kingdom of our Lord.  Every believer of history has had at least one guardian angel, and that angel will escort their believer into the kingdom of God.  It will be a marvelous, victorious, triumphal entry into the kingdom of our Lord.  It will be better than any parade we have ever seen or could imagine.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “In this parable, the good seed is not the Word of God.  The good seed represents people converted through trusting the Word [gospel].  The field is not human hearts; the field is the world.  Christ is sowing true believers in various places that they might bear fruit (Jn 12:23–26).  But, wherever Christ sows a true Christian, Satan comes and sows a counterfeit.”


b.  “The harvest is the end of the Age, and the harvesters are angels.  This fact gives the ending of the time period suggested by these parables.  ‘The end of the Age’ represents the conclusion of the present Age [no, the conclusion of the Jewish Age] before Christ establishes the messianic kingdom.  Thus the parables in Mt 13 cover the period of time from Christ’s work on earth to the time of the judgment at His return [Second Advent].  At His second coming, the angels will gather the wicked and throw them into judgment (verses 40–42; 49–50; 2 Thes 1:7–10; Rev 19:15).”


c.  “The harvest was a standard metaphor for judgment, and angels regularly figure as God’s helpers in Jewish portrayals of Judgment Day.”


d.  “Satan then brings evil people into God’s good world.  But they can flourish only for a time; for the harvest is coming.  It is defined as the end of the age, where end points to the consummation, and age to this whole life.  The word may be used of any age, the past, the present, or the future, but in a context like this the present age [the Jewish Age, since the Church Age was still a ‘mystery’ not revealed by God to anyone] is clearly in mind; Jesus is speaking of the end of this life as we know it.  The angels are associated with the consummation elsewhere (Mt 16:27; 24:31; 25:31).”
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