John 1:1
Matthew 13:38



 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “and; then; now” (with no temporal significance) plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun AGROS, meaning “the field.”  Next we have the third person singular present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which regards the state of being in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the field produces the state of being something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular article and noun KOSMOS, meaning “the world.”

“and the field is the world;”
 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “then; now” (with no temporal significance).  With this we have the appositional nominative from the neuter singular article, adjective KALOS, and noun SPERMA, meaning “the good seed.”  Next we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “these” and referring to ‘the good seed.’  This is followed by the third person plural present active indicative of the verb EIMI, which means “to be: are.”  The morphology is the same as the previous use of this verb.  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine plural article and noun HUIOS with the genitive of identity and/or possessive genitive from the feminine plural article and noun BASILEIAS, meaning “the sons of the kingdom.”

“now the good seed, these are the sons of the kingdom;”
 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “however” plus the nominative subject from the neuter plural article and noun ZIZANION, which means “the tares.”  Then we have the third person plural present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: are.”  The morphology is the same as previously.  Finally, we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural article and noun HUIOS with the genitive of identity and/or possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and adjective PONĒROS, meaning “the sons of the evil one.”

“however, the tares are the sons of the evil one,”
Mt 13:38 corrected translation
“and the field is the world; now the good seed, these are the sons of the kingdom; however, the tares are the sons of the evil one,”
Explanation:
1.  “and the field is the world;”

a.  The Lord continues His explanation of the parable of the wheat and the tares to His disciples as they have gathered privately in His home in Capernaum.  He has already explained that He is the one sowing the good seed.


b.  He continues by explaining that the farmer’s field in the parable represents or illustrates the world, that is, the world of mankind.  This is not a reference to the physical world we call ‘earth’, but to all the people that live on this place, our world.

2.  “now the good seed, these are the sons of the kingdom;”

a.  The Lord continues with the explanation of who the good seed represent.  The good seed are called the ‘sons of the kingdom’.  The ‘kingdom’ is a reference to the spiritual/physical kingdom of God, which is also called “the kingdom of the heavens.”  The kingdom of God or heaven has a twofold significance.  It is like a two sided coin; on the one side we have the spiritual kingdom, which exists of all believers prior to and included in the millennial reign of Jesus; on the other side we have the physical kingdom, which is the millennial reign of Christ.


b.  The good seed are all believers of history, who enter the kingdom on the spiritual side by faith alone in Christ alone.  Having entered the kingdom on the spiritual side by believing in Christ, these seed grow and mature to eventually reside in the physical/political kingdom of God ruling on earth for a thousand years.


c.  The sons of God are also called here ‘the sons of the kingdom’.  To be a son of God is to be a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ.  And everyone who becomes a son of God through faith in Christ also becomes a son of the kingdom of God.

3.  “however, the tares are the sons of the evil one,”

a.  In contrast to the sons of kingdom, there are also other ‘sons’, but they are not related to God in any way.  These sons are related to the evil one, that is, to the devil, to Satan.  These sons belong to Satan by their rejection of God’s loving offer of eternal salvation and eternal life with Him.  These sons reject the message of the gospel, and therefore, belong to Satan.  These unbelievers are the tares or darnel in the parable.


b.  Thus we see that there are only two kinds of people in the world.  There are believers and unbelievers.  A person is either one or the other.  There are no neutral people in the angelic conflict.  A person either believes in Christ or they don’t.  They are either a son of God or a son of the evil one.  They are either in the kingdom of God or the kingdom of Satan.


c.  That the evil one is a title for Satan is seen in the following passages:



(1)  Eph 6:16, “along with everything else, after having taken up the shield of faith, by means of which shield you will be able to extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one;”



(2)  Jn 17:15, “I do not ask that You remove them from the world, but that You protect them from the evil one.”


(3)  1 Jn 2:13, “I am writing you, fathers, because you know the One who [was] from the beginning.  I am writing to you, young men, because you have overcome the evil one.”



(4)  1 Jn 2:14, “I have written you, infants, because you have come to know the Father.  I have written you, fathers, because you have come to know the One who [was] from the beginning.  I have written you, young men, because you are strong and the word of God remains in you and you have overcome the evil one.”



(5)  1 Jn 3:12, “not as Cain [who] was from that evil one, and consequently slaughtered his brother.  And why did he slaughter him?  Because his deeds were evil, but those of his brother righteous.”



(6)  1 Jn 5:18, “We know that everyone who has been born from God is not in a state of sinfulness, but He who was born from God keeps on guarding him, and the evil one does not touch him.”



(7)  1 Jn 5:19, “We know that we are from God, and the entire world [cosmic system] is under the control of the evil one.”

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “In this parable, the good seed is not the Word of God.  It represents people converted through trusting the Word.  The field is not human hearts; the field is the world.  Christ is sowing true believers in various places that they might bear fruit.”


b.  “The field is the world into which the good news is spread.  The good seed represents the sons of the kingdom.”


c.  “Jesus’ explanation makes it clear that the tares are not ‘sons of the kingdom,’ so are not ‘apostate’ believers.”


d.  “That ‘the field is the world’ warns against applying this parable too quickly to the institutional church.  ‘Sons of’ appears in the sense of people who belong to something.  Not only do God’s sovereign purposes and people’s freely chosen rebellion explain why some refuse to believe, but Satan is also to blame.  Yet, as the rest of Scripture clearly indicates, the tempter’s activity never jeopardizes God’s sovereignty and never relieves humans of their accountability.”


e.  “The field is the world indicates that the good seed is widely distributed.  World is a term that may have any one of several meanings, but here it clearly denotes the entire population of this inhabited globe.  It is interesting that the good seed is not the words that tell of the kingdom, but the sons of the kingdom, the people who receive and respond to the word.  They are characterized by their relationship to the kingdom; they belong to the kingdom.  The weeds also belong—to the evil one!  Jesus makes a sharp distinction: in the end people belong either to the kingdom or to Satan.”
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