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

 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then” plus the nominative masculine singular articular aorist deponent passive participle of the verb APOKRINOMAI, which means “to answer.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (Jesus) producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial and coterminous with the action of the main verb.

Next we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say; speak; tell: He said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“Then answering, He said,”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular articular present active participle of the verb SPEIRW, which means “to sow: the one sowing.”


The article functions to identify the subject as “the one; the person; the one who.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what the subject is now doing.


The active voice indicates that a person is producing the action of sowing.


The participle is circumstantial.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article, adjective KALOS and noun SPERMA, meaning “the good seed.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative of the verb EIMI, which means “to be: is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which emphasizes the state of being to be a timeless fact.


The active voice indicates that the one sowing produces the state of being something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS plus the genitive of identity from the masculine singular article and noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “the Son of Man.”

“‘The one sowing the good seed is the Son of Man,”

Mt 13:37 corrected translation
“Then answering, He said, ‘The one sowing the good seed is the Son of Man,”
Explanation:
1.  “Then answering, He said,”

a.  Jesus and the disciples have returned inside His house in Capernaum.  The disciples have asked Him to explain to them thoroughly the meaning of the parable about the tares of the field.


b.  Jesus politely and kindly answers their request without hesitation, censure, rebuke or any negative attitude on His part.  He is their Rabbi, their teacher, and like any good teacher, He welcomes and entertains their questions and quest for understanding.  He is not going to leave them in dark, pondering for the rest of their lives the spiritual meaning of something He wants them to understand.  Remember that to them has been given the gracious gift of understanding the mysteries of the kingdom of God.  They will not be treated like the scribes and Pharisees, who already think they know it all, when in reality they are the blind leading the blind, unbelieving crowds.

2.  “‘The one sowing the good seed is the Son of Man,”

a.  The Lord now begins the interpretation and explanation of the meaning of the illustration/parable.


b.  The title “Son of Man” is our Lord’s designation of Himself.  He is the One sowing the good seed.  All three members of the Trinity are involved in the sowing, but the emphasis is on the work of the Son of God presenting the gospel message to mankind.  God the Father is involved in the sense that sending the Son to proclaim the Father’s promise of salvation and eternal life is His plan from eternity past.  God the Holy Spirit is involved in His ministry of common grace, making the message of the gospel a reality in the consciousness of man.


c.  The meaning of the ‘good seed’ is explained in our Lord’s statement in the next verse.


d.  The point here is that the Son of Man, that is, the Lord Jesus, is personally involved in proclaiming (sowing) the message of the word of God.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “First, He said, the sower of the good seed is the Son of Man, the Lord Himself.  This fact is an important starting point for understanding parables.  The parables cover the time beginning with the Lord Himself on earth ministering and proclaiming the good news.”


b.  “Jesus specifically identifies the farmer with Himself.  This suggests that a similar equation would be legitimate in the parable of the sower.  But, derivatively, the farmers in both passages can stand for all who sow God’s Word.”


c.  “Jesus begins His explanation with the man who sows the good seed, who is the Son of man; the seed is good (as in verse 24).  If the present tense is significant, it may be meant to indicate that the sowing goes on; Jesus is not speaking of a once-for-all piece of sowing, but indicates that He is continually active in His field.”


d.  “All the teaching of Jesus, however clear and lucid as it is intellectually, has an ethical or spiritual aim, i.e., it seeks to save.”
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