John 1:1
Matthew 13:23



 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now; Then” with no temporal nuance.  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article HO plus the nominative masculine singular aorist passive participle of the verb SPEIRW, which means “to be sown.”


The article functions as the subject of the participle and a relative pronoun, translated “the one who” or “the one which.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which describes the past action as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the seed received the action of being sown.


The participle is circumstantial.

Next we have the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article, adjective KALOS and noun GĒ, meaning “on the good soil.”

“Now the one which was sown on the good soil,”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this” plus the third person singular present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that this seed produces the state of being something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular article and nominative masculine singular present active participle of the verbs AKOUW, meaning “to hear” and SUNIĒMI, meaning “to understand or comprehend” with a connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”


The article functions as a relative pronoun, translated “the one who.”


The present tense is a descriptive and static present for an unchanging state of being described as now occurring.


The active voice indicates that this person produces the action of hearing and understanding.


The participle is circumstantial.

With this we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun LOGOS, meaning “the word or message.”

“this is the one who hears and understands the message,”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “who” plus the particle DĒ, meaning “indeed.”
  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative of the verb KARPOPHOREW, which means “to bear fruit.”


The present tense is a descriptive and durative present of what is now occurring and continues to occur.


The active voice indicates that this believer produces the action of bearing fruit.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

With this we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular present active indicative of the verb POIEW, which means “to produce.”  The morphology is the same as the previous verb.

“who indeed bears fruit and produces:”
 is the nominative neuter singular relative pronoun HOS plus the Attic Greek coordinating MEN…DE construction, which is translated “the one…the other.”
  With this we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural cardinal adjectives HEKATON, meaning “one-hundred,” HEXĒKONTA, meaning “sixty” and PRIAKONTA, meaning “thirty.”
“the one one-hundred, the other sixty, the other thirty.’”
Mt 13:23 corrected translation
“Now the one which was sown on the good soil, this is the one who hears and understands the message, who indeed bears fruit and produces: the one one-hundred, the other sixty, the other thirty.’”
Mk 4:20, “And those are the ones who were sown on the good soil; and they keep on hearing the word and keep on accepting [it], and one bear fruit thirtyfold, and one sixtyfold, and one a hundredfold.’”

Lk 8:15, “However, the seed in the good soil, these are the ones who, after having heard with a noble and good heart, retain faithfully the message and bear fruit because of perseverance.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now the one which was sown on the good soil,”

a.  The Lord transitions to the fourth example.  The subject “the one which” refers to the seed the sower was sowing.  The seed still represents the message of the gospel, the promise of God of eternal life to anyone who believes that Jesus is the Son of God, the Savior of the World, the king of the Jews, and the Messiah of Israel.


b.  The message of the gospel is said to be sown on good soil.  The soil again represents the mind, the thinking, the attitude of the person hearing the message of the gospel.  The adjective ‘good’ refers to the mental attitude and positive volition of this person.  They are eager and willing to hear the message of the gospel.  Any news from God is great news to them.

2.  “this is the one who hears and understands the message,”

a.  Jesus continues with a further description of the mental attitude and positive volition of this person.  This person (man or woman) hears the message and promises of the gospel and clearly understands what they hear.  They receive the same ministry of common grace from God the Holy Spirit as the other previous examples.  The difference is that they don’t bring their preconceived, religious notions to the message and promises of God.  For example, they don’t think that they must do something to be saved beyond believing in Jesus, like feeling sorry for their past sins.  They accept the promise of God to forgive them and give them eternal life as a ‘package deal’.  They don’t add their works to faith alone in Christ alone.


b.  This person with positive volition to the gospel hears the same message as everyone else, but they hear it without distortion from their own ‘religious’ background.  They were willing to accept the grace of God without trying to help God save them.  They heard the gospel with the understanding that there was nothing they could do to be saved.  It was all a gift of God.  Therefore, their understanding was different.  They understood that their salvation and spiritual life thereafter would always be based upon the grace of God.  Whatever they did by way of good works for God would be because He provided the opportunity for them to glorify Him.

3.  “who indeed bears fruit and produces:”

a.  Because of this different attitude and thinking regarding the gifts and grace of God, this believer would indeed bear fruit for God.  And that fruit would not be worthless, but magnificent.


b.  The fact that positive, grace-oriented believers can produce fruit for God is also mentioned in:



(1)  Mt 3:8, 10, “Therefore, produce fruit worthy of that change of mind [. . .] In fact the ax is already laid to the root of the trees; therefore every tree not producing good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”



(2)  Mt 7:16-20, “By their fruits you will know them.  They do not gather a bunch or ripe grapes from thorn-plants or figs from thistles, do they?  So every good tree produces good fruit; however, the bad tree produces worthless fruit.  The good tree is not able to produce bad fruit, nor a bad tree to produce good fruit.  Every tree not producing good fruit is cut down and is thrown into fire.  Consequently, by their fruits you will know them.”



(3)  Lk 3:8, “Therefore produce fruits worthy of a change of mind, and do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as a father’; for I say to you that from these stones God is able to raise up children for Abraham.”



(4)  Jn 4:36, “He who reaps is already receiving wages; that is, he is gathering fruit for eternal life; with the result that he who sows and he who reaps may rejoice together.”



(5)  Jn 15:5, 8, “I am the vine, you [are] the branches; he who remains in [fellowship with] Me and I in [fellowship with] him, he keeps on bearing much fruit; for apart from Me you are not able to do anything.”  “My Father is glorified by this, namely, that you might bear much fruit, and so you might prove to be My disciples.”



(6)  Jn 15:16, “You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you in order that you might go and bear fruit, and your fruit might remain, so that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may give to you.”



(7)  Rom 7:4, “Therefore, my brethren, you also were put to death with reference to the Law by the body of Christ, with the result that you belong to another, to the One who has been raised up from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit to the benefit of God.”



(8)  Col 1:6, 10, “which [gospel] has come to you (as also in all the world) and is bearing fruit and increasing (as also in you) from the day you heard and completely understood the grace of God by means of doctrine, [. . .] that you may walk worthy of the Lord for the purpose of pleasing [Him] in all things, bearing fruit in the sphere of every good production, and growing by means of the full-knowledge of God,”



(9)  2 Pet 1:8, “For since these things belong to you and are increasing, they make you neither useless nor unfruitful as a result of your full-knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

4.  “the one one-hundred, the other sixty, the other thirty.’”

a.  In conclusion, the Lord shows the possibilities for a person bearing spiritual fruit as a result of the execution of the spiritual life God has provided for them.


b.  Some believers will produce a one-hundredfold increase in production from their one seed.  Other believers will produce other, differing amounts of production.  The point is that no two believers produce the same amount of spiritual fruit.  For example, Billy Graham has evangelized millions of people during his public ministry, while some unknown Christian in an Arab country may have a handful of converts in a lifetime of work.  They have different amounts, but the same ‘success’ as ambassadors for Christ.


c.  So the point is not how much you produce or don’t produce, but whether or not you produce anything at all.

5.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Unless there is fruit in the life, there is not saving faith in the heart.”
  I object to this statement for the following reason—a person who believes in Christ moments before they die has no opportunity to bear any fruit.  This kind of theological statement excludes them as believers.

b.  “Some hearers (good ground) will respond to the Word and accept the challenge of the work with varying degrees of success.  The profitable yields demonstrate that there will be an expanding Church during the Church Age.”


c.  “The parable serves to explain why it is that the ‘good news of the kingdom’ meets with such a varied response, from enthusiastic acceptance to outright rejection. The fault lies not in the message, but in those who receive it.  Men are both inadequate in themselves to respond as the ‘word of the kingdom’ requires (trampled and shallow soil), and also exposed to competing pressures from outside (tribulation and persecution, worldly cares and delights, and behind them all the evil one himself).  The wonder is not that some do not produce fruit, but that any do.  But here lies the parable’s encouragement both to Jesus’ followers then and to all who since then have preached this same gospel; not all will respond, but there will be some who do, and the harvest will be rich.”


d.  “Above all the presence of appropriate fruit (consistent obedience to God’s will) can prove a profession genuine.”
  Another theological statement that I object to.  For example, was Solomon a believer?  Yes, he wrote Scripture.  Was he consistently obedient to God’s will?  Hardly.  He describes his own degeneracy in his writings.  Was Paul consistently obedient to God’s will?  Hardly, he spent four years in custody for paying for the offering of sacrifices in the Temple on his fifth trip to Jerusalem.  God spanked him hard for that insult.

e.  “The seed that fell into good soil finds its meaning in the person who hears the word and understands it; this is not a careless and unheeding person, nor one whose life is distracted by other considerations.  The person receives the word with intelligent appreciation and acts on it. The result is that he indeed bears fruit and produces.  Jesus is making the point that in good ground carefully nurtured seeds will produce an abundant harvest.  It may also be significant that not all produce the same amount; there are different responses that are acceptable.”


f.  “The lesson of the parable as explained by Jesus is precisely this: the variety in the results of the seed sown according to the soil on which it falls.”
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