John 1:1
Matthew 13:21



 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “however” plus the negative adverb OUK with the third person singular present active indicative of the verb ECHW, meaning “to not have.”


The present tense is a descriptive/static present of a state or condition that now exists and is not changing.


The active voice indicates that the person who hears the message and immediately receives it with joy produces the action of not having something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun HRIZA, meaning “a firm root.”  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the third person masculine singular reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, meaning “in himself.”
“however, he does not have a firm root in himself,”
 is the adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but,” followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective PROSKAIROS, meaning “temporary.”  BADG lexicon suggests the translation “lasts only a little while.”  With this we have the third person singular present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”


The present tense is an aoristic/static present, which describes the present and permanent state of being.


The active voice indicates that the man’s state of belief and happiness produces the action of being temporary.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“but it is only temporary;”
 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “then.”  With this we have a genitive absolute from the genitive feminine singular aorist deponent participle of the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become, happen, occur, or take place.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which describes the past action as a fact.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (affliction or persecution) producing the action.


The participle is temporal with the action of the participle preceding the action of the main verb.  This can be translated “when…occurs.”

This is followed by the genitive ‘subject of the participle’ from the feminine singular noun THLIPSIS, which means “oppression, affliction, tribulation.”
  With this we have the coordinating conjunction Ē, meaning “or” plus the genitive masculine singular noun DIWGMOS, meaning “persecution.”
  Next we have the preposition DIA plus the accusative of cause from the masculine singular article and noun LOGOS, meaning “because of the message/word.”
“then when affliction or persecution occurs because of the message,”
 is the temporal adverb EUTHUS, meaning “immediately” plus the third person singular present passive indicative of the verb SKANDALIZW, which means “to be scandalized; to be led into sin; to fall away; ‘people who have been led astray’, but who have not altogether fallen away from the faith.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what occurs at that moment.


The passive voice indicates that the person receives the action of being led astray and led into sin.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
“immediately he falls away.”
Mt 13:21 corrected translation
“however, he does not have a firm root in himself, but it is only temporary; then when affliction or persecution occurs because of the message, immediately he falls away.”
Mk 4:17, “and they do not have a firm root in themselves, but they are temporary; then, when affliction or persecution occurs because of the word, immediately they fall away.”

Lk 8:13, “Other [seeds] on the rocky soil [are] those who, when they hear, receive the message with joy; and yet these [men] do not have a root, who believe for a while, and in time of temptation fall away.”
Explanation:
1.  “however, he does not have a firm root in himself,”

a.  Jesus continues His explanation of the parable of the Sower and the seed by describing a contrast between the initial joy of the person who hears the gospel and that same person’s reaction, when faced with affliction and persecution after the initial joy wears off and the spiritual life has to be lived.


b.  The subject of the sentence “he” is the believer introduced in the previous verse, who has received the message of the gospel with joy.  He could not ‘receive’ the message with joy without believing in Christ.  It is his initial faith in Christ that results in the joy of knowing he has eternal life and eternal security.


c.  However, there is a problem with this new believer.  He does not have a build up of Bible doctrine in his soul to apply to the difficulties and pressures of life in Satan’s kingdom.  In fact, Satan is going to challenge this believer’s faith with two things mentioned later in this verse (affliction and persecution).  The firm root in any believer is the content of Bible doctrine they have learned, believed, and practiced applying to the various testings in life.  Believers are expected to grow in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior.  This person either hasn’t had the time to do so or, more likely, has failed to do so.  He has neglected to assemble with others for the teaching of the word of God.  He does not have the foundational doctrines in his soul to withstand the arrows of the devil.  He doesn’t have the shield of faith, Eph 6:16, “along with everything else, after having taken up the shield of faith, by means of which shield you will be able to extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one.”  He is not prepared for the satanic counterattack to his faith in Christ.

2.  “but it is only temporary;”

a.  Jesus then states that there is huge contrast between some state of being that existed in the past, but now is found to only be temporary.  What existed in the past at some point was only temporary and did not last.  What is that state of being which is only described by the subject “it” (contained in the verb EIMI, meaning ‘it is’)?


b.  The answer takes us back to the previous verse, which describes the initial joy of the believer at his reception of the message.  That joy occurs and is real, but is only temporary.  Life happens.  And the happenings, occurrences, and things that take place in life cause that joy to go away over time.  Countless Christians have experienced the initial joy from the Holy Spirit of realizing they are going to heaven, are going to have eternal life, and are going to be happy forever.  But this thought only lasts so long after the initial point of salvation.  Work happens, accidents happen, trials and tests happen, but worst of all Satan happens.  And he brings with him two things now mentioned that destroy that state of happiness and joy.

3.  “then when affliction or persecution occurs because of the message,”

a.  Satan brings affliction and/or persecution into the life of believers.  He does so through the use of unbelievers, and even through believers who have become apostate, degenerate, and have reverted to their old lifestyle of depravity.  Satan uses others (family, former friends, loved ones, and strangers) to bring affliction and persecution into our lives.  Ask any Christian in countries where communism or Islamic religions dominate and they will tell you all about persecution and affliction from others.  Persecution and affliction or trouble from others is Satan’s counterattack to the believer’s faith in Christ.  Even though a believer cannot lose their salvation, Satan still desires to throw into God’s face the fact that some believers doubt God, or question their faith, or ‘lose their faith’, or deny their faith, or turn away from their faith.  There are many ways to describe it.  Losing one’s faith is not the same as never having faith.  A person has to have faith before they can lose it.  And once a person has faith, they have the grace gift from God of eternal life and eternal security, regardless of what happens to them the rest of their life.  Loss of faith does not equal loss of salvation.  That is one of the great satanic lies propagated by some theologians, who believe you can lose your salvation.  Nothing could be further from the truth.


b.  The believer in our context is afflicted and persecuted because of their belief in the message of the gospel and perhaps because of their action of presenting the message of the gospel to others.  Regardless of which it is (probably both reasons), the reason for their being persecuted is directed related to the word of God and the message of the gospel.  Satan attacks the believer with persecution for the express purpose of preventing the farther spread of the message of the gospel and teaching of the word of God.  A perfect example is seen in Acts 4:16-20, “saying, ‘What shall we do with these men?  For certainly [it is] evident to all the inhabitants in Jerusalem that a known miracle has taken place through them, and we are not able to deny [it].  But in order that it will not spread any further among the people, let us threaten them to no longer speak to anybody at all about this person.’  And then, when they had summoned them, they commanded them not to speak nor teach at all about the person of Jesus.  But Peter and John answering said to them, ‘Decide whether it is right in the judgment of God to listen to you rather than to God; for we cannot stop speaking about what we have seen and heard.’”  And the sequel to this is found in Acts 5:27-29, “Now after having brought them, they stood them before the Sanhedrin.  And then the high priest questioned them, saying, ‘We gave you strict orders not to continue teaching about this person, and behold, you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you intend to bring upon us this man’s blood.’  Then answering, Peter and the apostles said, ‘One must obey God rather than men.”   …Acts 5:33, “Now when they heard [this], they were infuriated and they wanted to kill them.”  …Acts 5:40-41, “and having summoned the apostles, after whipping [them], they commanded [them] not to speak about the person of Jesus, and then released [them].  So they went from the presence of the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been considered worthy to be dishonored because of His person.”  Acts shows us an example of this same affliction and persecution with a far different result than the believer in our passage.

4.  “immediately he falls away.”

a.  Under the affliction and persecution brought by Satan against this type of believer immediately he falls away from the spiritual life he has been living.  The passage does not say that the believer loses his salvation.  That is some wrong-minded theologian inserting his own distorted belief system into the interpretation of the word of God.


b.  This believer falls away from living the spiritual life, worshipping Christ, learning the doctrines of the word of God, growing in grace, and being an ambassador for Christ.  He is intimidated by the affliction and persecution brought upon him/her and the continuing threat of that persecution, just as the leaders of Israel tried to intimidate Peter and John.


c.  This believer loses his spiritual momentum, but not his eternal salvation.  This affliction and persecution occurred ten times during the persecutions of Christianity between 90 A.D. and 300 A.D., where Christians were martyred constantly for not renouncing Christ.  The same thing has occurred in Islamic dominated regions since 600 A.D.  And the worst period of history for this to occur will be during the seven-year Tribulation after the resurrection of the Church.

5.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Tribulation is a general term for suffering which comes from outside; persecution is deliberately inflicted, and usually implies a religious motive.  Falls away is literally ‘is tripped up’ it is not a gradual loss of interest, but a collapse under pressure.”


b.  “Despite the joy and the initial growth the end result of this piece of sowing is tragic.  It is put in two ways: the man has no root in himself and he is temporary.  The lack of root points to the real problem: like seed in a place that lacks depth of soil, this superficial hearer lacks depth.  With that is joined but is temporary.  Jesus explains this by referring to the time of testing that will surely come to all believers [Notice this person is a believer!].  Sooner or later all face trouble such as persecution; there is no easy way for the servant of God.  When trouble of this sort comes to the shallow enthusiast, the pretty bubble is burst and the profession of loyalty is exposed for the sham it is.  Immediately, the same word as that used for the joyful reception of the word in verse 20, signifies that the test shows the person up straightaway; he is no more than a fair weather adherent. Most translations say that he ‘falls away’, but there is something more than falling.  He takes offense.  That is to say, he comes to regard adherence to Christ as something of a trap; if it means persecution he wants nothing to do with it.  He is repelled.  The time of trial means the end of this person’s adherence to Christ.”
  But that doesn’t mean he loses his salvation.  He has lost his execution of the spiritual life.

c.  “This person is scandalized, offended by what is happening to him [affliction and persecution] in this tribulation.”
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