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

 is the transitional/continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now; Then.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular articular aorist passive participle of the verb SPEIRW, which means “to be sown.”


The article HO, functions as a demonstrative pronoun, meaning “the one; that” and referring to the seed being sown.


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which describes the past action as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the seed received the action of being sown.


The participle is circumstantial.

With this we have the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the neuter plural article and adjective PETRWDĒS, meaning “on the rocky places.”

“Now that being sown on the rocky places,”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this,” followed by the third person singular present active indicative of the verb EIMI, which means “to represent.”


The present tense is a static and descriptive present, which describes a permanent state of being.


The active voice indicates that the seed sown on rocky places produces the state of representing something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular articular present active participle of the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear.”


The article HO functions a relative pronoun, translated “the one who.”


The present tense is a customary present for what is now typically occurring.


The active voice indicates that this man produces the action of hearing, understanding.


The participle is circumstantial.

With this we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun LOGOS, meaning “the word; the message.”

“this represents the one who hears the message”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the temporal adverb EUTHUS, meaning “immediately.”  Next we have the preposition META plus the ablative of manner from the feminine singular noun CHARA, meaning “with joy.”  Then we have the nominative masculine singular present active participle of the verb LAMBANW, which means “to receive.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what is occurring at that moment.


The active voice indicates that this man produces the action of receiving with joy.


The participle is circumstantial.  This participle is governed by the same article that governs the participle ‘to hear’ with the two participles being connected by the conjunction KAI.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “it” and referring back to the masculine singular noun LOGOS.

“and immediately receives it with joy;”
Mt 13:20 corrected translation
“Now that being sown on the rocky places, this represents the one who hears the message and immediately receives it with joy;”
Lk 8:13, “Other [seeds] on the rocky soil [are] those who, when they hear, receive the message with joy; and yet these [men] do not have a root, who believe for a while, and in time of temptation fall away.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now that being sown on the rocky places,”

a.  The Lord transitions to the next explanation of the parable of the Sower and the seeds.  This identifies the second place the seed of the gospel message is being sown by God or one of His representatives/ambassadors/disciples, etc.


b.  “That being sown” is the message of the gospel.  It is being sown by Jesus, the disciples, and other believers functioning as evangelists and missionaries.  The rocky places are the souls of certain people, who are further described in this explanation in the next two clauses.  Some people have a thin layer of fertile ground in their souls.  They have certain areas of the soul that are hard as rocks.  They may respond to the initial message of salvation by grace, but upon further reflection, their hardness of heart takes over.

2.  “this represents the one who hears the message”

a.  The verb EIMI can be translated either “is” or “represents.”  Both translations are correct.  For example, at the last supper, Jesus says “this is My body; take, eat all of it.”  Obviously the bread is not His literal body, but represents it.  The verb EIMI there is used with the same nuance as it is used here—it means that the seed sown on rocky places represents the unbeliever who hears the message of the gospel.


b.  The subject “this” refers to the seen being sown.  This seed is “the message” of the gospel.  The ‘message’ is the message of the gospel, not the entire teaching of Jesus.


c.  The person hearing the message of the gospel is the unbeliever.  He hears and understands the message according to the Holy Spirit’s ministry of common grace, wherein He makes the love of God and offer of eternal salvation through faith in Christ a reality in the mind of the unbeliever, so the unbeliever can accept or reject the offer of God.

3.  “and immediately receives it with joy;”

a.  This unbeliever immediately receives the message of God’s offer of eternal life through faith in Christ with joy.  It is good news and most honest people hearing it, hear it with a response of ‘joy’ or happiness.


b.  Some commentators see this person as someone who becomes a believer and later rejects Christianity under the conditions of persecution.  Other commentators see this person as being happy to hear the gospel, but never really believing it, because they ‘fall away’.  There are good arguments on both sides of the issue, but the deciding factor must be that the ‘receiving’ of the gospel message equates to faith in Christ.  And at that moment the person is saved and has eternal security.  He cannot lose his/her salvation, even if they revert back to their unbeliever thinking and life at some later point in time under severe persecution.


c.  The reception of the message with joy indicates faith in Christ.  And the moment that faith takes place, the believer’s salvation is sealed by the promise and integrity of God.  The knowledge and acceptance of God’s promise of resurrection and eternal life is the catalyst producing the joy.  Without that initial faith in the message and promise of God, there can be no joy.  So the fact this person has ‘joy’ is the proof that they believed in Christ at this point.  What occurs later in their spiritual life is described in what follows.


d.  Notice that Lk 8:13, says that these men “believe for awhile.”  They are believers.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Some hearers (stony ground) will appreciate the message and resolve in their own strength to follow its teachings.  This resolution is not capable of withstanding trial and will reveal itself as false under pressure.  Lk 8:13 should be understood as meaning ‘believing in the truth of the message, but yet not placing their faith in Jesus.’  [That is reading too much into the passage; inserting one’s theological bias into what is actually said.]  So Luke makes the point that their belief is a ‘head’ belief, not a ‘heart’ belief.”
  Oh brother!  The head and heart belief false doctrine.  Head and heart belief are the same thing.  The ‘heart’ in Scripture is always a reference to the mind, thought, the brain, what you think, etc.  The heart never is used with reference to emotions.  Emotions are no basis for salvation; for how much emotion is required to be enough emotion for salvation?

b.  “The parable provides a sober reminder that even the most enthusiastic outward response to the gospel offers no guarantee that one is a true disciple.”
  That is a true statement, but is it really the point of the parable?

c.  “He who was sown on the rocky places stands for the person who receives the word straightaway and does so with joy; the picture is one of happy enthusiasm.  Unfortunately, as we shall see, it is all too shallow, but the joy and the enthusiasm are to be noted.”
  This commentator sees the person as a believer.  I agree.
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