John 1:1
Matthew 13:18



 is the inferential use of the postpositive conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore” plus the nominative subject from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you.”  This is followed by the second person plural aorist active imperative of the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which describes the action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that the disciples are expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

“Therefore, hear”
 is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun PARABOLĒ, meaning “the parable.”  Finally, we have the objective genitive from the masculine singular articular aorist active participle of the verb SPEIRW, which means “to sow.”  The participle is used as a substantive and means “about the sower.”

“the parable about the sower.”
Mt 13:18 corrected translation
“Therefore, hear the parable about the sower.”
Mk 4:10, “And when He was alone, those around Him along with the twelve, began asking Him about the parables.”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore, hear”

a.  Jesus comes to a conclusion based upon everything He has just told the disciples.  This is not only a conclusion of the indictment of the Jewish unbelievers, but an introduction to the explanation of the parable of the sower.


b.  The Lord gives a very mild command to the disciples to hear, listen to, pay attention to, which really means to hear and understand what is about to be said.  Jesus has already told the disciples that they have ears to hear.  Now He wants them to use their spiritual hearing ability to understand the meaning of the parable.

2.  “the parable about the sower.”

a.  What Jesus wants His disciple to hear is the interpretation and explanation of the parable of (about) the sower.


b.  Remember that the sower is a typical Jewish farmer, who has scattered seeds along the road/path, in rocky places with a thin layer of soil, among thorn-plants, and on good soil.  Jesus will now explain the meaning of the farmer, the seed, and the various types of ground.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The purpose of this section is both to provide a model for interpreting parables and to explain the parable of the sower.”


b.  “The ‘title’ of the parable can be misleading.  The sower himself is not the focus of attention, nor is he identified in what follows.  It is the seed and the soils which are the subject.”


c.  “Jesus has made the point that the parables are meant to conceal truth from those who lack genuine religious seriousness (like his scribal opposition), and He proceeds to set his close followers apart from that kind of approach to religious truth.  The parable may go over the heads of Jesus’ enemies and of the careless crowd, but those who have committed themselves to Jesus will not remain in ignorance.  Therefore conveys the reason: because of their privilege in knowing ‘the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven’ (verse 11) in contrast to the careless crowd they are to know what the parable signifies.  In interpreting it Calvin warns us that we should not think that Jesus meant that only one seed in four will bring forth fruit, or that the four reactions are the only ones (‘there is no mention here of the despisers who openly repulse God’s Word,’).  We should be on our guard against looking for information the parable does not purport to give.”
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