John 1:1
Matthew 13:16



 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “However.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your” with the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun OPHTHALMOS, meaning “eyes.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective MAKARIOS, meaning “blessed; happy; fortunate.”  The nominative subject and predicate nominative with no verb stated indicates the deliberate omission (ellipsis) of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: [are].”  The correct English grammar word order is: “Your eyes [are] blessed…”  Next we have the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because,” followed by the third person plural present active indicative of the verb BLEPW, which means “to see: they see.”


The present tense is a descriptive and static present, which describes what is now occurring and will continue to do so.


The active voice indicates that the disciples (and other believers) are and will continue to produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“However, Your eyes [are] blessed, because they see;”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the nominative subject from the neuter plural article and noun OUS with the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your ears.”  Then we have the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because,” followed by the third person plural present active indicative of the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear: they hear.”  The morphology is the same as the previous verb.

“and your ears, because they hear.”
Mt 13:16 corrected translation
“However, Your eyes [are] blessed, because they see; and your ears, because they hear.”
Explanation:
1.  “However, Your eyes [are] blessed, because they see;”

a.  Having answered the disciples’ question as to why He speaks to the crowds and leaders of Israel in parables, and shown that it is a fulfillment of the prophecy of Isaiah, the Lord now turns His attention to the disciples.  He sets up a contrast to the unbelievers who receive teaching in parables and the disciples, who receive the empirical evidence of His person and the result of believing that evidence.


b.  The disciples have the same visual ability to see as the unbelievers.  They both see the same evidence of Jesus being the Messiah.  The eyesight of the unbelievers is blind to the reality of Jesus being the Son of God incarnate and the Messiah of Israel.  The eyesight of the disciples sees the same thing, but is not blind to that reality.  The believers see and are blessed by what they see.  The unbelievers are blind to what they see, and cursed by their own blindness.


c.  Because the disciples see the person and works of Jesus and believe that He is who He claims to be, they are blessed spiritually.  What is their blessing?  They are saved, have the imputation of the righteousness of God, have been given eternal life and eternal security, are promised to be in the resurrection, and enter the millennial kingdom of God.  They have also been given spiritual understanding and the explanation from the Lord of the meaning of His parables.  That same explanation is not given to the unbelievers.  (They will have to wait for Matthew to write his gospel before they will ever hear and read the Lord’s explanation of what He said to them.)

2.  “and your ears, because they hear.”

a.  In addition to the eyes of the disciples being blessed because they see the works of Jesus that prove He is the Messiah, Son of God, and king of the Jews, their ears are also blessed because they hear the words of God and believe what they hear.  One of the greatest blessings of the spiritual life is hearing the word of God taught, explained, exegeted, expounded, etc.  For example, consider what you thought and how you felt the first time you heard these words, “Therefore, I stand convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor rulers of angels, neither current events, nor future events, nor demonstrations of power, neither heaven nor hell nor any other created thing shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which [is] in Christ Jesus our Lord,” Rom 8:38-39.  If those words are not a blessing to you when heard, then you have a spiritual problem.


b.  The disciples heard, believed what they heard, and were blessed by what they heard.  That status had already begun, would continue while the Lord was with them, and would continue with the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.  The situation for the disciples was the complete opposite of the situation for the unbelievers of Israel.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “It is important that we hear God’s Word, because ‘Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God’ (Rom 10:17).  Jesus said, ‘Who has ears to hear’ (Mt 13:9), ‘Take heed what you hear!’ (Mk 4:24), and ‘Take heed how you hear!’ (Lk 8:18).”


b.  “The disciples are thus privileged (blessed = to be congratulated) above their unbelieving contemporaries.”


c.  “Jesus is not pronouncing a blessing on the human race at large or on the Jews as the people of God.  He is singling the disciples out; they have received and continue to receive a blessing from God.  The reason?  Their eyes see and their ears hear.  As throughout this passage, this refers to spiritual perception; the disciples are perceptive in spiritual things whereas the evil generation with which Jesus was confronted was not.”
  The reason is the disciples’ positive volition to what they see and hear as opposed to the negative volition of the unbelievers.
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