John 1:1
Matthew 13:12



 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular qualitative relative pronoun HOSTIS, meaning “whoever.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist present indicative of the verb ECHW, meaning “to have.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the present state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that ‘whoever’ produces the action of having.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the third person singular future passive indicative of the verb DIDWMI, which means “to be given.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that ‘it = [what he has]’ will receive the action of being given.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative indirect object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to him.”  Then we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular future passive indicative of the verb PERISSEUW, which means “to abound; to have an abundance; to cause to abound.”  The morphology is the same as the previous verb.


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that whoever has will receive the action of having an abundance.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“For whoever has, it [what he has] will be given to him and he will have an abundance;”
 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “however” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular qualitative relative pronoun HOSTIS, meaning “whoever.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist present indicative of the verb ECHW with the negative adverb OUK meaning “to not have.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the present state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that ‘whoever’ produces the action of having.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“however, whoever does not have,”
 is the ascensive or adverbial use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “even.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “what.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist present indicative of the verb ECHW, meaning “to have: he has.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the present state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that ‘whoever’ produces the action of having.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the third person singular future passive indicative of the verb AIRW, which means “to be taken away: will be taken away.”
  The morphology is the same as the previous future passive verb.  Finally, we have the preposition APO plus the ablative of separation from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “from him.”

“even what he has will be taken away from him.”
Mt 13:12 corrected translation
“For whoever has, it [what he has] will be given to him and he will have an abundance; however, whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken away from him.”
Explanation:
1.  “For whoever has, it [what he has] will be given to him and he will have an abundance;”

a.  Jesus continues with an explanation to the disciples of what He means by the statement “to you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven has been given; however, to them it has not been given.”


b.  So there are two groups described by the subject “whoever” in this explanation.  One group ‘has’ something and the other group does not.  One group has salvation, the word of God, relationship with God, the blessing of God, etc. and the other group does not.  One group is made up of believers and the other group is made up of unbelievers.  One group has faith that Jesus is the Messiah, and the other group does not.  One group has faith and the other does not.  One group understands the message of the gospel and the other understands but rejects the message.


c.  What does the believer have?  He has eternal salvation, eternal life, a permanent immutable relationship with God, and all the blessings that come with that relationship with God, such as a future resurrection body, life in the millennial kingdom, life in the eternal state, eternal rewards and blessings we cannot even describe.  All these things add up to an abundance.


d.  Not only does the believer have eternal salvation, eternal life, a relationship and life with God, but he will have an indescribable eternal life of blessing that can only be described as having ‘an abundance’.  All these things are received by the believer as “the riches of His glory on vessels of mercy, which He previously prepared for glory,” Rom 9:23.

2.  “however, whoever does not have,”

a.  In contrast to the first group, the Lord now presents and describes the second group.  This group does not have.


b.  What do they not have?  They do not have eternal salvation, eternal life, relationship with God, blessings in time or blessings from God in eternity.  They have nothing but their human life and free will.

3.  “even what he has will be taken away from him.”

a.  To what does the statement ‘even what he has’ refer?  First, we must note that the subject ‘he’ refers back to the person who does not have, that is, to the unbeliever.  What is the only thing the unbeliever has from God?  He (or she) has their human life with its free will.


b.  The unbeliever’s human life is taken from them by God in death.  The unbeliever’s free will is taken from them in the lake of fire.  The unbeliever has no relationship with God, and therefore, nothing from God.  He has God-given life and free will, but even these are taken from him in death—the first death and the second death.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Logically, that which one has not cannot be taken away, but the paradox is vivid and effective. It is probably unwise to be too specific in applying the details of an epigram of this nature which occurs in different contexts, but perhaps the ‘taking away’ refers here to the ultimate uselessness of a ‘religion’ which is not that of the kingdom of heaven.”


b.  “Verse 12 explains the growing polarization of Jesus’ audience as the natural outgrowth of the election described in verse 11.  What a person ‘has’ or ‘does not have’ refers to the true insight that leads one to embrace Jesus and His kingdom, except in the final clause of verse 12, ‘even what he has will be taken from him,’ which must refer to a more limited insight or openness that has not yet accepted the gospel.”


c.  “The words of this verse (found also in Mk 4:25; Lk 8:18; 19:26; the repetition shows that it is an important saying) are an occasion of offense for some people, who consider it grossly unfair that more should be given to the rich and that the poor should be stripped of what little they have.  And that, of course, is unfair, but it is not what Jesus is speaking about.  He is referring to spiritual truth; He has just drawn attention to the importance of God’s gifts of grace, and He now emphasizes the importance of human responsibility.  When anyone uses the spiritual truth He has, that truth grows.  More is added to it.  By contrast, if he does not use it, he finds that it vanishes away little by little.  The principle is capable of application in many areas of life.  But Jesus was not speaking of such areas; He was referring to a spiritual truth of permanent importance.  He confines Himself to saying whoever has, without specifying what it is that he has.  The person who responds will receive much more.  The saying is an encouragement to those who have committed themselves to following Jesus.  They have made a good beginning and have received blessing and understanding; therefore they will receive more.  It has nothing to do with the selfishness that aims only at piling up earthly goods.  But the saying is a warning as well as an encouragement.  The person with little and who does nothing with that little will find that his little disperses.”


d.  “Whoever has by accepting what God first gave to him shall be given more.  He shall roll in spiritual wealth.  All that the kingdom has in the way of blessed realities shall be open to him.  God will continue His stream of giving.  But he who ‘has not’ because he declined what the others accepted, because he thought he was rich and sufficient in himself, shall lose even what he has.  The scribes and Pharisees and those who followed them instead of Jesus lost steadily as their contact with Jesus progressed.  The phrase ‘will be taken away from him’ refers to the divine judgment.”
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