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

 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the nominative masculine plural aorist active participle of the verb PROSERCHOMAI, which means “to come to.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which describes the past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the disciples produced the action.


The participle is temporal with the action of the participle preceding the action of the main verb.  This can be translated “after coming to.”

Next we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun MATHĒTĒS, meaning “the disciples.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative of the verb EIPON, which means “to say: said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which describes the past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the disciples produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative indirect object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to Him.”

“And after coming, the disciples said to Him,”
 is the preposition DIA plus the accusative of cause from the neuter singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning literally “For what reason?” or “Because of what?,” which is simplified in English idiom to the word “Why?”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of manner from the feminine plural noun PARABOLĒ, meaning “in parables.”  Next we have the second person singular present active indicative of the verb LALEW, which means “to speak: do You speak.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what is now occurring or has just occurred.


The active voice indicates that Jesus is or has just produced the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

Finally, we have the dative indirect object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them.”

“‘Why do You speak to them in parables?’”
Mt 13:10 corrected translation
“And after coming, the disciples said to Him, ‘Why do You speak to them in parables?’”
Mk 4:10, “And when He was alone, those around Him along with the twelve, began asking Him about the parables.”
Lk 8:9, “Then His disciples were asking Him what this parable might mean.”

Explanation:
1.  “And after coming, the disciples said to Him,”

a.  Matthew continues the story of the life of Jesus by telling us what the twelve disciples of Jesus did after hearing Jesus teach the crowds in parables.


b.  The disciples come to Jesus and ask a question.  Note that this probably occurred privately.  The disciples didn’t do this in front of the crowds, which would have put Jesus on the spot.  The Lord’s answer in the next verse strongly implies that this question and answer were not for public consumption.


c.  The disciples don’t ask about the interpretation or meaning of the parable, but the method of teaching being used.  Implied in their question is the question, “Why don’t You just say directly what You mean?”  The disciples are curious about the methodology being used rather than the meaning of the parable.  They should first be concerned about the meaning and then wonder about the methodology.


d.  It is very legitimate for disciples to ask their teacher about both his methodology and meaning.  However, in the future we never see the disciples use parables as their method of teaching.  We only see them explain the principles and doctrine contained within the parables.

2.  “‘Why do You speak to them in parables?’”

a.  Then Matthew quotes the legitimate question of disciples.  We know the question is legitimate because Jesus gives them a direct answer (see the next verse).


b.  Because people don’t readily understand the principles, doctrines, concepts or meaning hidden in a parable, the disciples are curious as to why Jesus would use this method and perhaps leave His audience totally confused as to the meaning of what He said.  Or to put it simply, “Why confuse them?”


c.  The disciples aren’t necessarily asking Jesus to change His style or method of teaching, but are simply confused as to why He would make it somewhat difficult for people to understand His point.  They certainly think that it is easier to just speak plainly.  But they miss the point that the parable is designed to get people to think and discover the hidden meaning for themselves.  By so doing, the real point of the parable will have a lasting meaning and application for them.  Jesus wants people to not only get the point of the parable, but remember and act on the point of the parable.  That’s why He teaches them in parables.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The disciples immediately noticed a change in Jesus’ method of teaching.  They came and asked Him directly why He was speaking in parables.”


b.  “This is a private conversation; it is the privacy not the place which matters.  The disciples’ question arises not only from the fact that Jesus has just addressed the crowds in a parable, but also from the contents of that parable, which shows that Jesus knew that some of His hearers would be unable to grasp His message; in that case why use this cryptic form of teaching rather than plain statement?  It is not a question only about the sower, but about the new method of teaching which it heralds.  After this point, while crowds continue to follow Jesus, He will no longer teach them except in parables.  (The only significant exception is chapter 23, most of which is hardly ‘teaching’!)  From now on open teaching will be given only to the disciples, and that in increasing measure.”


c.  “This dialogue occurred in private (Mk 4:10).  It probably took place later, though conceivably it could have occurred at this time, with Jesus speaking quietly to the disciples huddled near him while the crowds waited further in the background.  Apparently the disciples recognize that something in Jesus’ teaching is not fully clear to everyone, hence their question.  Jesus’ reply points to the two-pronged purpose of parables—to reveal and to conceal.”


d.  “Them evidently refers to people as yet uncommitted to Jesus.  Commentators differ as to whether parables were meant to make the truth plain and simple or whether they were a way of making a veiled witness to truth.  Paradoxically there is truth in both suggestions, but certainly in the present passage the emphasis is on hearers who did not understand.  The disciples’ question presupposes that the crowds—together with the readers—do not understand this kind of speech.  It is a fallacy that everyone can understand a parable.  Did David understand Nathan’s parable, even though it referred directly to him?  An unexplained parable is usually open to interpretation in any one of a number of ways, and those who lack devotion to Jesus may be relied on to go astray even when they hear the very stories that convey truth so vividly to disciples.  Commitment to Jesus is the prerequisite for a true understanding of His parabolic teaching.”


e.  “The disciples ask for the reason (DIA TI not the purpose or aim, which would be HINA TI) that Jesus is using parables.  The question was really a double one.  They wanted to know why Jesus was using parables and what this parable meant (Lk 8:9).”
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