John 1:1
Matthew 13:1



 is the preposition EN plus the locative of time from the feminine singular article and noun HĒMERA with the adjectival use of the demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS, meaning “On that day.”  Then we have the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle of the verb EXERCHOMAI, which means “to go out.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which describes the past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The participle is temporal with the action preceding the action of the main verb.  This can be translated “after going out.”  Next we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”  This is followed by the genitive of identity or ablative of separation from the feminine singular article and noun OIKIA, meaning “of the house.”

“On that day, Jesus, after going out of the house,”
 is the third person singular imperfect deponent middle/passive indicative of the verb KATHĒMAI, which means “to be sitting.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, describing a continuing, past action without reference to its conclusion.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (Jesus) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition PARA plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and noun THALASSA, which means “beside the lake.”

“was sitting beside the lake.”
Mt 13:1 corrected translation
“On that day, Jesus, after going out of the house, was sitting beside the lake.”
Explanation:
1.  “On that day, Jesus, after going out of the house,”

a.  Matthew continues the story of the life of Jesus by describing an event that took place later the same day that He taught about His spiritual relatives.  In the previous chapter we saw the Lord teaching in someone’s house in Capernaum.  His mother and brothers came to speak to Him, but couldn’t get near Him because of the crowd inside and outside in the courtyard of the home.  Someone told Him that His relatives were there and wished to speak to Him.  This led Him to ask the rhetorical question, ‘Who is My mother and brothers and sisters?’  Then He answered His own question by gesturing toward His disciples and declaring that they are His real family, that is, His spiritual family.


b.  On this same day Jesus departed this house and walked down to the shore of Lake Galilee.  We are not told whether or not He spoke to His mother and brothers after leaving the house, but it is likely that He did.  Whatever their conversation, it was private, and does not belong in Scripture.  If He did not meet and talk to them, then that would indicate that they got the message that His continued teaching ministry was more important than whatever they wanted and they needed to be content to go home and not worry about Him.

2.  “was sitting beside the lake.”

a.  Matthew then tells us that the Lord was sitting beside the lake.  This is obviously Lake Galilee, which still places us in the city of Capernaum, where Jesus and His family lived at this time.


b.  Jesus was not alone for long.  His disciples were with Him, but as we see in the next verse, here come the crowds, following Him and desiring more teaching.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Matthew specifically draws our attention to the fact that Jesus taught these parables on the very day the Pharisees rejected His messianic claim by denouncing Him as being in league with Satan.”


b.  “The house serves here and in Mt 13:36 to make clear the distinction between the public teaching which follows and the private explanation and further teaching.”


c.  “On that day (NIV ‘same’ does not appear in Greek) and ‘house’ tie this section closely in with the events of the end of chapter 12.”


d.  “On that day connects the following session of teaching with the preceding time of discussion with the Pharisees and scribes.  Having gone out of the house, Jesus made His way to the shore of the lake (it is not necessary to add the name; there was only one lake that could be meant).  There he sat down, which is the posture for teaching and indicates that He was getting ready to teach the crowd.”


e.  “We take it that Jesus went home with His mother and brothers and after a while, yet on the same day, walked to the seaside and sat down there.”
  This is speculation, but is not an unreasonable assumption.
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