John 1:1
Matthew 12:8



 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunctive particle GAR, meaning “For” plus the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun KURIOS plus the genitive of identity or the ablative of rank from the neuter singular article and noun SABBATON, meaning “lord of the Sabbath” or “lord over the Sabbath.”  With this we have the third person singular present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”


The present tense is an aoristic and static present, which emphasizes the permanent state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the Son of Man produces the state of being lord of the Sabbath.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“For…is lord of the Sabbath”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS, meaning “the Son” plus the genitive of identity from the masculine singular article and noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “of Man.”

“the Son of Man.’”
Mt 12:8 corrected translation
“For the Son of Man is lord of the Sabbath.’”
Explanation:
1.  “For the Son of Man”

a.  Jesus concludes His correction of the Pharisees’ criticism of His disciples with an explanation why something greater than the Temple is here.  Something greater than the Temple is here, because the Son of Man, the incarnate deity of the Son of God, is the ultimate authority over the Sabbath.


b.  The title Son of Man is an expression or title that Jesus used in reference to Himself as a true human, living as a real man, among His people.  The expression emphasizes that God had become a man, while still being God.  The Son of God (the deity of Christ) had also become the Son of Man (a real human now combined with His deity in one person).


c.  If we think of this title as the equivalent of saying “I,” then our Lord’s statement becomes “I am lord of the Sabbath.”

2.  “is lord of the Sabbath.’”

a.  The verb EIMI, translated “is” declares an absolute fact that is static and permanent.  The Lord Jesus Christ is now and will always be the ultimate authority over the Sabbath, its meaning, and its application.


b.  The word KURIOS is used as a title for Jesus, emphasizing His deity, but is also used to indicate the person in authority over someone or something else.  Here we have the sense that the Lord Jesus is the person in authority over the Sabbath.  He instituted it, and therefore, is in charge of it, enforces it, determines how and when it is to apply, and how and when it is abrogated or set aside.


c.  The Sabbath is our Lord’s creation.  Therefore, He and He alone sets down the rules regarding when, where, and how it is to be used, applied, and observed!  In effect, He tells the Pharisees that He is in charge of the Sabbath and they have no say so in the matter.  The Pharisees can now tuck their tails between their legs and slither away.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “In declaring Himself ‘Lord of the Sabbath,’ Jesus was actually affirming equality with God; for God had established the Sabbath (Gen 2:1–3).”


b.  “Jesus, as Messiah, has authority over the sabbath.  As Son of man Jesus does not abrogate the sabbath law, but claims the right to interpret it in a way which effectively undercuts Pharisaic legalism.”


c.  “Verse 8 brings the dialogue to its logical climax.  Jesus’ sovereign authority will determine how the Sabbath is now fulfilled in the kingdom age.”


d.  “For introduces a consideration that justifies what has just been said.  Jesus uses His favorite self-designation, the Son of man, and declares that He is lord of the Sabbath (NEB, “sovereign over the Sabbath”).  Lord is used in the New Testament in a variety of ways, but here there can be no doubt that it refers to the person who has supreme authority.  Jesus is saying that he, the Son of man, has complete authority over the Sabbath.  Matthew is saying something important about Jesus.  He is saying that he, being who and what he is, can declare what are the rules for observing the Sabbath.  It must immediately be added that in the context this does not mean simply that Jesus has the authority to relax harsh restrictions.  He, the Lord of the Sabbath, shows what the observing of the Sabbath really means; He determines how the principle of Sabbath observance is to be worked out.  He makes the point that Sabbath observance means mercy.  He has Himself shown mercy to His disciples, and Matthew goes on immediately to the way He will show mercy to the man with the shriveled hand.”


e.  “As Lord of the Sabbath Jesus is now condemning the Pharisees’ perversion of the Sabbath.  Not as the Son of God, but as the God-man, Jesus was Lord of the Sabbath and of the Temple.  He who was above all these institutions was now here to fulfill all that they implied.”
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