John 1:1
Matthew 12:6



 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Yet.”  With this we have the first person singular present active indicative of the verb LEGW, which means “to say: I say.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what is now occurring.


The active voice indicates that Jesus is producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the dative indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you” and referring to the Pharisees.

“Yet, I say to you”
 is the conjunction HOTI, which is used after verbs of speaking to introduce/indicate the content of what is said, whether indirect or direct discourse.  It is translated by the word “that.”  This is followed by the genitive of comparison from the neuter singular article and adjective HIEROS, meaning “than the temple.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular comparative use of the adjective MEGAS, meaning “a greater thing.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”


The present tense is a static and aoristic present for a permanent state of face regarded as a fact.


The active voice indicates that a greater thing produces the state of existing.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Finally, we have the adverb of place HWDE, meaning “here.”

“that a greater thing than the temple is here.”
Mt 12:6 corrected translation
“Yet, I say to you that a greater thing than the temple is here.”
Explanation:
1.  “Yet, I say to you”

a.  In contrast to the Pharisees’ apparent ignorance of the fact that on the Sabbath the priests in the temple profane the Sabbath by doing the work of sacrificing animals and yet are innocent of any wrongdoing, the Lord will now make a dogmatic and dramatic statement of absolute fact.


b.  This is another one of our Lord’s now famous declarations of absolute truth, using His now familiar formula statement “I say to you.”  He could have said “Truly, I say to you,” but they are all fully aware that everything He says is true, whether or not they believe or accept it as true.


c.  What Jesus is about to say is another absolute fact that the Pharisees can deny all they want, but it doesn’t make it any less true.  Because of the veracity of God, whatever He says is always absolutely true and accurate, whether we like it or not.

2.  “that a greater thing than the temple is here.”

a.  The ‘temple’ refers to the temple in Jerusalem, which the Pharisees, scribes, Levitical priests and most Jews venerated, adored, acclaimed, honored, and revered as the most sacred of all places on earth.  The only thing more highly venerated was the Jewish Scriptures.  Together, the Law and the Temple made up the spiritual life of the Jews.


b.  The ‘greater thing’ than the Jewish temple was the living Word of God incarnate and speaking to these religious Jews at this very moment.  The ‘greater thing’ was the incarnate Son of God standing face to face with these Jews and living a perfect spiritual life that the Pharisees could never match in all of their man made righteousness.  The Lord Jesus Christ’s perfect life was greater than the temple.  His very words were the ‘word of God’ and were greater than the temple, which only illustrated who He was.  The work of our Lord, going to the Cross and being the Savior of the world was greater than all the illustrative temple sacrifices.  The temple could only illustrate the person and work of Christ.  His incarnation, life, and work—the ‘here’—was so much greater than the temple or anything that occurred in the temple that there was no real comparison.


c.  Jesus is pointing out to these blind guides that He is ‘here’.  God is with them right here and right now, and they don’t see it.  If they did see it, they would not criticize Him or His disciples for anything they do.  Jesus will go on to point this out.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus argued that He Himself was greater than the temple.”


b.  “Mt 12:6 was a pointed reminder of the problem of not recognizing the spiritual primacy of His mission as recently explained to the Pharisees in Mt 9:13.”


c.  “If the service of the temple could legitimate sabbath ‘work’, how much more can something greater than the temple.  The something is not necessarily to be seen as an impersonal ‘thing’ (e.g. the kingdom of God) rather than Jesus Himself; for in the parallel formulae of Mt 12:41-42 the neuter is used in a comparison of Jesus with a person in the Old Testament.  In Jesus and His ministry a new work of God, transcending the temple ritual of the Old Testament, has begun.  As the temple has been the focus of God’s presence among His people, so now it is in Jesus that God is to be found.  Its implication is not so much the rejection of the temple as its anticipatory role, pointing forward to the greater embodiment of God’s presence in the Messiah.”


d.  “It is not, therefore, the particular situation in which Jesus finds Himself that justifies His disciples’ behavior but His very nature and authority which can transcend the law and make permissible for His disciples what once was forbidden.”


e.  “We should understand this to refer to the nature of the service and the person of Jesus as one sent to bring in the kingdom, to the launching of the saving events.  What God was doing in the sending of Jesus far surpassed what He did in setting up the temple worship.  The argument is from the less to the greater: the satisfaction of the hunger of David and his men and even the offering of sacrifice by the priests in the temple do not compare in significance with the coming of the Christ to bring salvation.  Or, to put it in another way, while it was true that God’s presence was to be discerned in the offering of sacrifices in the temple [His presence was to be discerned by the presence of the Shekinah Glory, not by the offering of sacrifices], even more so and in a fuller and deeper way His presence was to be discerned in the mercy at work in Jesus.  Is indicates a present reality: Jesus is talking about what is really there at that time, not prophesying that some great happening would take place in the future.  And just as He speaks of the present time, so He speaks of the present place, here. The Pharisees who criticized were not aware of present realities.”


f.  “If God’s Word sanctions the acts of David and of the priests, it cannot condemn the act of the disciples.  He who is greater than Tabernacle and Temple is here.  He alone has authority to judge what constitutes violation of the Sabbath, which is served by Tabernacle and Temple.  The Lord’s presence and words must have overawed and at least for the time being silenced the Pharisees.”
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