John 1:1
Matthew 12:43



 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” with the temporal conjunction HOTAN, meaning “when; whenever.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and adjective AKATHARTOS plus the noun PNEUMA, meaning “an unclean spirit.”  Next we have the third person singular aorist active subjunctive of the verb EXERCHOMAI, which means “to go out; to depart.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which describes the action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that the unclean spirit produces the action.


The subjunctive mood is used in temporal clauses begun by HOTAN to indicate the indefinite time of the action.

Then we have the preposition APO plus the ablative of separation from the masculine singular article and noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “from a man.”

“Now when the unclean spirit goes out from a man,”
 is the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative of the verb DIERCHOMAI, which means “to go through; to pass through.”


The present tense is a customary present, which describes what typically or normally occurs.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (the unclean spirit) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the preposition DIA plus the adverbial genitive of place from the masculine plural adjective ANUDROS and the noun TOPOS, meaning “through waterless places.”  Then we have the nominative neuter singular present active participle of the verb ZĒTEW, which means “to seek: seeking.”


The present tense is a customary present, which describes what typically or normally occurs.


The active voice indicates that the unclean spirit produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun ANAPAUSIS, meaning “a resting-place.”

“it passes through waterless places seeking a resting-place,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the negative adverb OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person singular present active indicative of the verb HEURISKW, which means “to find.”


The present tense is a customary present, which describes what typically or normally occurs.


The active voice indicates that the unclean spirit produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Greek grammar does not require a direct object that is obvious, but English grammar does.  Thus we add the object “[any].”

“and does not find [any].”
Mt 12:43 corrected translation
“Now when the unclean spirit goes out from a man, it passes through waterless places seeking a resting-place, and does not find [any].”
Lk 11:24-26 is a parallel passage.

Explanation:
1.  “Now when the unclean spirit goes out from a man,”

a.  Jesus transitions to a new subject, but He is still addressing the scribes and Pharisees.


b.  The new subject deals with the problem of demon possession and the consequences to those who have been ‘healed’ by Jesus, but fail to believe in Him thereafter.  We might consider this statement as a warning to the demon-possessed man Jesus has just healed.


c.  Jesus asserts without qualification that there are such beings as ‘unclean spirits’.  We call them ‘demons’ from the Greek word that describes them.  They are fallen angels that are operational on earth during history in contrast to other fallen angels who are currently imprisoned in a compartment of Hades, called ‘the Abyss’.  These non-operational fallen angels failed to obey the rules of the angelic conflict and had sex with human women, in order to produce a half-human, half-angelic ‘super race’ of being, called the Nephalim in Genesis 6.  The super race was destroyed by the universal flood, so eight people with true genetic humanity could continue and Jesus could them come as a true human without any angelic ‘genes’.


d.  The statement implies that demons can go into a man and go out from a man.  Typically demons do not depart from a person once they indwell, but if they are bored with their residence and seek a better ‘home’, it makes sense that they would go searching for one.  That seems to be the case in this illustration.


e.  Is demon possession confined to just men?  No, women can also be demon possessed.

2.  “it passes through waterless places seeking a resting-place,”

a.  Jesus then describes what the demon typically does in its search for a new home.


b.  A ‘waterless’ place is a place with no life.  The demon is looking for a new place full of life, action, stimulation, that is, sinfulness, idolatry, and other things contrary to God.  It wants to find a place where it can have a ‘home’ again, that is, a resting-place, but the new resting-place can’t be a lifeless, dried up, boring, do-nothing person.


c.  The demon wants someone it can have fun with by doing what it wants through control of that new person.  Just anyone won’t do.  There are a lot of boring people in this world and the demon isn’t interested in living in a boring person.

3.  “and does not find [any].”

a.  The demon continues wandering around, finding nothing but ‘waterless’ people.  He finds no better person to indwell and control than where he used to live.


b.  His situation is now worse than it was before, since now he has no resting-place at all.  Not being content with this situation, the demon is going to take action to solve his problem.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Satan’s ‘house’ is the body of the person who is possessed by the demon.  It appears that the demons are restless and seek bodies in which to reside.”


b.  “To show this generation what their condition on earth would be if they persisted in unbelief, Jesus compared them to a man who had found deliverance from a demon.”


c.  “Jesus warned these leaders that rejecting Him would be followed by further crimes against Him, for that was the purport of the illustration of the cleansed house.”


d.  “Jesus now returns to consider the incident that started this whole discussion, the exorcism of verse 22.  He wants the man who was liberated, along with everyone else present, to realize that freedom from demon possession is not enough.”


e.  “The spirit in this little story leaves voluntarily and wanders about looking for rest.  It is not clear why the spirit should seek ‘a resting-place’, but presumably spirits, like people, may seek respite from whatever it is that spirits do.  But this spirit was unable to find the rest it sought.”
  This comment tells us what the passage says, but provides no explanation of what it says.

f.  “Jesus introduces an illustration which pictures the condition of ‘this generation’ of Jews.  The demon wanders from place to place, seeking some place where he may satisfy his unclean or morally vile desires.”
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