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 is the nominative subject from the feminine singular proper noun BASILISSA plus the genitive of identity from the masculine singular noun NOTOS, meaning “The Queen of the South.”  Then we have the third person singular future passive indicative of the verb EGEIRW, which means “to be raised.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that the Queen of the South will receive the action of being raised.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the preposition EN plus the locative of time/place from the feminine singular article and noun KRISIS, meaning “at the judgment.”  This is followed by the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the feminine singular article and noun GENEA with the adjectival use of the feminine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “with this generation.”  Then we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person singular future active indicative of the verb KATAKRINW, which means “to condemn.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the Queen of the South will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the third person feminine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “it” and referring to ‘this generation’.

“The Queen of the South will be raised at the judgment with this generation and will condemn it,”
 is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative of the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come: she came.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which describes the past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the Queen of the South produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of origin/source from the neuter plural article and noun PERAS with the possessive genitive or genitive of identity from the feminine singular article and noun GĒ, meaning “from the ends of the earth.”
  Then we have the aorist active infinitive of the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which describes the action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that the Queen of the South produced the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun SOPHIA, which means “the wisdom” plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular noun SOLOMWN, which means “of Solomon.”

“because she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon;”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the particle of attention IDOU, meaning “behold; notice; pay attention, etc.”  Next we have the predicate nominative from the comparative use of the neuter singular adjective POLUS, meaning “a greater thing.”  There is an ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: [there is].”  Then we have the ablative of comparison
 from the masculine singular proper noun SOLOMWN, meaning “than Solomon.”  Finally, we have the adverb of place HWDE, meaning “here.”

“and behold, [there is] a greater thing than Solomon here.”
Mt 12:42 corrected translation
“The Queen of the South will be raised at the judgment with this generation and will condemn it, because she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and behold, [there is] a greater thing than Solomon here.”
Explanation:
1.  “The Queen of the South will be raised at the judgment with this generation and will condemn it,”

a.  Jesus continues His condemning and warning address to the scribes and Pharisees by citing another example of Gentile positive volition to the message of the gospel as a contrast to the scribes and Pharisees, who still want to see a miraculous sign from Jesus that He is the Messiah.


b.  The Queen of the South is the queen-ruler from the land of Sheba, mentioned in 1 Kg 10:1ff, “Now when the Queen of Sheba heard about the fame of Solomon concerning the name of the Lord, she came to test him with difficult questions.”  And 2 Chr 9:1ff, “Now when the Queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon, she came to Jerusalem to test Solomon with difficult questions. She had a very large retinue, with camels carrying spices and a large amount of gold and precious stones; and when she came to Solomon, she spoke with him about all that was on her heart.”


c.  The two names Sheba and Seba are mentioned several times in the Bible with different genealogy.  For instance, in the Generations of Noah Seba, along with Dedan, is listed as a descendant of Noah’s son Ham (as sons of Raamah, son of Cush).  Later on in the Book of Genesis, Sheba and Dedan are listed as names of sons of Jokshan, son of Abraham.  Another Sheba is listed in the Table of Nations as a son of Joktan, another descendant of Noah's son Shem.


d.  The Queen of the South was positive to the wisdom of Solomon, which included the message of salvation through faith in the God of Israel.  She believed the gospel and was saved just like all other believers.


e.  The thing that stands out here against the scribes and Pharisees is that this is a Gentile woman, who has faith in the God of Israel—the Lord Jesus Christ—which the scribes and Pharisees do not have.  And she witnessed no miraculous healing or attesting miracle.  She never asked for a sign, but only believed the wisdom she heard.  She was impressed with the truth that the God of Israel would save her from her state of sinfulness.  She believed the truthfulness of what Solomon said, whereas the scribes and Pharisees rejected the same message from Jesus.


f.  Therefore, the Queen of Sheba (the South) will be raised in the resurrection of the dead for the Last Judgment along with the current generation of Jews, represented by the scribes and Pharisees, and condemn these scribes and Pharisees (as well as all the rest of those who fail to believe that Jesus is the Christ).  She will be a witness against this generation of unbelievers along with the Ninevites.  Two witnesses are required for a judgment of condemnation and Jesus has now informed these religious unbelievers who the two witnesses against them will be.  This is a tremendous warning and prophecy that we will see fulfilled at the Last Judgment.
2.  “because she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon;”

a.  The reason for her right to be a witness against the current generation of unbelieving Jews is because she came from as far away in the lands south of Israel as a person could come to hear what God’s messenger on earth (Solomon) had to say.  The land of Sheba is thought to be either Ethiopia or the area of Africa south of Ethiopia.


b.  The “wisdom” that she heard from Solomon includes the statements recorded in the Book of Proverbs in the Old Testament.  Along with this ‘wisdom’ Solomon would certainly present the message of the gospel, which he heard from his father David and mother Bathsheba.  Solomon certainly evangelized this woman, since she is mentioned in our passage as testifying against the unbelievers of Jesus’ generation.  She would have no right to testify against them if she was an unbeliever.

3.  “and behold, [there is] a greater thing than Solomon here.”

a.  Jesus concludes with the exact same statement He made in the previous illustration about the men of Nineveh.


b.  The greater thing than Solomon’s wisdom that is being demonstrated to this generation of negative Jews is the wisdom and person of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the King of the Jews, the Savior of the World, and their Messiah.  The greater thing is the spiritual life, words, and works of Jesus.  His person and works combine to demonstrate a greater ‘thing’ than Solomon of the men of Nineveh.


c.  Against Jesus asks these negative scribes and Pharisees to pay careful attention to the warning He is giving them.  If the wisdom of Jesus is greater than the wisdom of the wisest Jew to ever live, then what are these religious leaders doing by rejecting the words of Jesus?

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The Queen of Sheba will also witness against them.  She traveled a long distance to hear Solomon’s wisdom, yet the Jewish leaders rejected the wisdom of Christ who was in their very midst!  The greater the opportunity, the greater the judgment.”


b.  “The response of the Ninevites and of the Queen was commendable.  But One greater than Jonah and Solomon was with this generation, and instead of accepting Him, they were rejecting Him.  Their judgment will be certain when they stand before the Judge in the final day.  Again pagan peoples were more responsive than the Jewish nation itself.”


c.  “Jesus gave these Jews illustrations of Gentiles who had been more receptive to lesser revelation from God than they had received.   The examples Jesus chose (Nineveh and the queen of Sheba) were given no miracles or signs, but were convinced and convicted simply by their contact with a godly man.  The comparison thus became all the more damning.”


d.  “The contrast is not simply that the pagans responded to God’s messenger while ‘this generation’ did not; their offence is compounded by the fact that they are rejecting something greater than an Old Testament prophet, wise man, or king.”


e.  “Jesus compares those rejecting Him with those Gentiles who actually repented and heeded God’s Word favorably—the Ninevites and the Queen of Sheba.  Such Gentiles will join with believers of every time and place on Judgment Day to condemn all who reject Jesus.  The fate of Jesus’ contemporaries proves all the more tragic and ironic because the Gentiles in Jonah’s and Solomon’s time believed after hearing God’s ‘lesser’ spokesmen, while ‘this generation’ refused to believe even after hearing ‘one greater’.”


f.  “Jesus cites Scripture to show that on a second occasion, in strong contrast to the Jews of his day, a Gentile responded to the teaching of a Hebrew man of God.  The Queen of the South is not defined more closely, but clearly Jesus is referring to the Queen of Sheba.  The verb for rise up is changed from that used of the Ninevites in the preceding verse, but the sense appears to be much the same.  Like the conduct of the Ninevites, what she did will form a condemnation of the current generation; for she went to great lengths to hear the wisdom of a mere mortal and they refused to be impressed when confronted with something greater than Solomon.  The ends of the earth means that she came a long way to meet Solomon; it is generally agreed that Sheba was in the region we now call Yemen, and with conditions of travel in King Solomon’s day that meant a long and difficult journey.  In some ways she forms a more impressive example than the Ninevites; for they responded to a man who came and preached to them on their own home turf, whereas she embarked on a lengthy journey to hear Solomon.  But she made it in order to hear the wisdom she regarded as outstanding.  Yet the men of Jesus’ day refused to be impressed with the presence of the greatest of all.  Solomon was proverbial for wisdom, but his wisdom was not to be compared to what had happened with the coming of Jesus.  And yet the people of that generation would not believe.  They had merited a greater condemnation.  We should notice these points of comparison: the queen came from a long distance whereas the Jews did not have to travel, she responded but they did not, and she was confronted with Solomon but they with a greater than Solomon.”


g.  “A Gentile woman in a far distant land, who had only more or less uncertain reports to inform her, undertakes a journey of such proportions (over a thousand miles) to hear the wisdom of one who is only a type of Christ.  People of the covenant in their own land with Wisdom Himself dwelling among them will not hear.”

� BDAG, p. 797.


� See Brooks & Winbery, Syntax of NT Greek, p. 27.


� Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible Exposition Commentary (Vol. 1, p. 44). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.


� Barbieri, L. A., Jr. (1985). Matthew, in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, p. 47). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.


� Mills, M. S. (1999). The Life of Christ: A Study Guide to the Gospel Record (Mt 12:38–45). Dallas, TX: 3E Ministries.


� France, R. T. (1985). Matthew: an Introduction and Commentary (Vol. 1, p. 217). Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press.


� Blomberg, C. (1992). Matthew (Vol. 22, p. 207). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers.


� Morris, L. (1992). The Gospel According to Matthew (pp. 327–328). Grand Rapids, MI; Leicester, England: W.B. Eerdmans; Inter-Varsity Press.


� Lenski, p. 497.





2
5

