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 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the comparative conjunction HWSPER, meaning “just as.”  Then we have the third person singular imperfect active indicative of the verb EIMI, which means “to be: was; kept on being.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuing past action.


The active voice indicates that Jonah produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun IWNAS, which means “Jonah.”  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular article and noun KOILIA with the possessive genitive from the neuter singular article and noun KĒTOS, meaning “in the stomach of the sea monster.”
  Then we have the accusative of measure of extent of time from the feminine plural cardinal adjective TREIS and the noun HĒMERA, meaning “three days,” followed by the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative feminine plural adjective TREIS and noun NUX, meaning “three nights.”

“For just as Jonah was in the stomach of the sea monster three days and three nights,”
 is the adverb of manner HOUTWS, meaning “so,” followed by the third person singular future deponent middle indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: will be.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (the Son of Man) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS with the genitive of identity from the masculine singular article and noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “the Son of Man.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular article and noun KARDIA, meaning “in the heart.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun GĒ, meaning “of the earth.”  Then we have the accusative of measure of extent of time from the feminine plural cardinal adjective TREIS and the noun HĒMERA, meaning “three days,” followed by the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative feminine plural adjective TREIS and noun NUX, meaning “three nights.”

“so the Son of Man will be in the heart of the earth three days and three nights.”
Mt 12:40 corrected translation
“For just as Jonah was in the stomach of the sea monster three days and three nights, so the Son of Man will be in the heart of the earth three days and three nights.”
Explanation:
1.  “For just as Jonah was in the stomach of the sea monster three days and three nights,”

a.  Jesus continues to address the unbelieving scribes and Pharisees by explaining what the sign of Jonah is.  Obviously Jesus assumes that these religious experts don’t know what sign of Jonah is; otherwise, He would not have to explain it to them.


b.  From the book of Jonah in the Old Testament Scriptures, the Jewish legal experts know the story of what happened to Jonah, when he was thrown overboard the ship in the storm and was swallowed by a great sea monster.  For those who don’t believe such a creature exists, see the following picture of a ‘whale shark’.


c.  Jonah was miraculously ‘kept alive’ in the stomach of the great sea monster for three days and three nights.  Though ‘kept alive’ he was considered dead.  How God accomplished this ‘miracle’ we are not told.  For all we know Jonah experienced the same thing Jesus experienced in going to Paradise in the heart of the earth for three days and nights, while his body remained in the stomach of the great sea monster.  After three days and nights he could have been resuscitated, in a manner similar to the resurrection of Jesus.

2.  “so the Son of Man will be in the heart of the earth three days and three nights.”

a.  Jesus then sets up a comparison between Himself and Jonah.  The title “Son of Man” is again used by Jesus to identify Himself.  It is the equivalent of saying “I.”  Jesus is saying that He will be in the heart of the earth.  The heart of the earth is a reference to Hades.  Jesus visits two compartments or regions of Hades: (1) the region called ‘Paradise’ or ‘Abraham’s bosom’, where all Old Testament believers are held until the resurrection of Jesus, when they are raised with him and transferred to the ‘Paradise’ of heaven; (2) the Abyss, where he addresses the ‘spirits in prison’ (disobedient demons) that cohabited with the women of Gen 6 to try and prevent true humans from surviving to produce the true humanity of Christ in His hypostatic union.  Jesus went there to make His victorious proclamation to these demons that they did not prevent the Son of God from coming as a true human.


b.  After making His victorious proclamation (that He came to earth, lived a perfect sinless life, and was judged for the sins of the world) to both the believers and the fallen angels imprisoned there, Jesus was raised from the dead, which is illustrated by Jonah being vomited up on land by the great sea monster.  Jesus didn’t spend three days and three nights just waiting and doing nothing while in Hades.  He had a very specific mission to proclaim His victory in the angelic conflict.  This is explained by Peter in:



(1)  1 Pet 3:19-20, “by means of Whom [God the Holy Spirit] also, after having traveled, He made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who once were disobedient, when the patience of God continued to wait patiently in the days of Noah, while the ark was being constructed, into which a few; that is eight souls, were brought safely through the water,”



(2)  2 Pet 2:4, “For if God [Jesus Christ] did not spare the angels when they sinned, but imprisoned [them] in Tartarus with chains of darkness, He will deliver over those being preserved for judgment; and He did not spare the ancient world, but as the eighth one He protected Noah, the herald of righteousness, when He brought the flood on the world of the ungodly [unbelievers],”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jonah was a sign to the people of Nineveh because he had experienced (in the great fish) ‘death,’ burial, and resurrection.  The only sign Jesus would give to His nation was death, burial, and resurrection.”


b.  “By giving this sign Jesus was demonstrating that they had already decided to reject Him.  For Him to fulfill this sign, He would have to be rejected, die, and be buried.”


c.  “The ‘sign of Jonah’ would naturally be interpreted, as our verse demands, in terms of Jonah’s deliverance.  The point is that Jesus, like Jonah, will undergo an experience which will be a ‘sign’ of his divine commission; the preaching of the early church duly drew this conclusion from the resurrection.  The heart of the earth probably refers to Sheol, the place of the dead (Jonah 2:2, ‘the belly of Sheol’—Jonah was rescued from the prospect of death, Jesus from death itself).”


d.  “Jonah’s languishing in the big fish for three days (Jesus quotes Jonah 2:1, LXX [1:17]) parallels the period of Jesus’ death.  But since Jesus would remain dead for only three days, the ‘sign’ must include his resurrection as well.  The only sign the Jews do receive that differs from what Jesus has already done or taught involves His death and resurrection.”


e.  “Jesus explains that it was not the whole life of the prophet that was significant but the fact that he was three days in the belly of the sea monster.  This is the period during which Jesus would be in the heart of the earth.  Matthew elsewhere speaks of Jesus as rising ‘on the third day’ (Mt 16:21) and ‘after three days’ (Mt 27:63); there is no reason to think that he sees any difference between these expressions.  However we understand it in detail, the expression indicates that after the crucifixion Jesus will be three days in the tomb.”
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