John 1:1
Matthew 12:37



 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “for” with the preposition EK plus the ablative of means from the masculine plural article and noun LOGOS with the possessive genitive from the second person personal pronoun SU, meaning “by your words.”  Then we have the second person singular future passive indicative of the verb DIKAIOW, which means “to be vindicated; to be justified; to be declared righteous; to be free of charges in a court of law, that is, to be found innocent; be acquitted, be pronounced and treated as righteous.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that the believer will receive the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“for by your words you will be found innocent,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the preposition EK plus the ablative of means from the masculine plural article and noun LOGOS with the possessive genitive from the second person personal pronoun SU, meaning “by your words.”  Finally, we have the second person singular future passive indicative of the verb KATADIKAZW, which means “to be condemned, to be found/pronounced guilty.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that the unbeliever will receive the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“and by your words you will be condemned.’”
Mt 12:37 corrected translation
“for by your words you will be found innocent, and by your words you will be condemned.’”
Explanation:
1.  “for by your words you will be found innocent,”

a.  The Lord continues His statement to the Pharisees by way of an explanation of what He meant by the previous statement ‘every worthless word which men will speak they will give an account concerning his statement in the day of judgment.’


b.  The preposition EK plus the ablative of means indicates the means, mode, or method by which the results of the action of the verb are accomplished.  The action of the verb is described as being found innocent of wrongdoing in a court of law.  The means by which this innocence is accomplished is by the evidence of what the subject of the action has said.  In this case we have a believer standing before the Supreme Court of Heaven.  The evidence is brought forward that this person has said, “I believe in Christ” or something similar.  Because this person has made that statement He is found innocent of wrongdoing by the Court.  He is declared to be righteous, innocent, justified, vindicated and free from all punishment.


c.  There are only certain words that vindicate or justify a person before the judgment of God and those words are expressed in the Scripture as follows:



(1)  Acts 16:31, “Then they said, ‘Believe in the Lord Jesus, and so you and your household will be saved.’”



(2)  Rom 10:9, “If you will acknowledge with your mouth Jesus as Lord; that is, if you will believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.”



(3)  Rom 10:13, “For ‘whoever will call upon the name of the Lord will be saved.’”



(4)  Jn 3:16, “For God unconditionally loved the world so much, with the result that He gave His uniquely-born Son, in order that everyone who believes in Him might not perish, but might have eternal life.”


d.  The subject ‘you’ can only refer to believers; for only believers express verbally their faith in Christ.  And these ‘words’ can only be the words of faith in the message of the gospel.  There no other words expressed by men by which we must be saved.

2.  “and by your words you will be condemned.’”

a.  The converse is also dogmatically true.  The unbeliever is condemned, judged, found guilty, and punished by his words.


b.  What words does he use that are held against him?



(1)  God doesn’t exist.



(2)  I don’t believe in Christ.



(3)  Jesus is not God, only a man.



(4)  Jesus did not rise from the dead.



(5)  Jesus is not the Messiah.  The list is almost endless, but you get the point.


c.  Faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and the verbal expression of that faith are the only thing that saves a person from their just condemnation.  Only the words expressing faith/belief/trust in Jesus as one’s Savior are the proof required before God’s court that a person is not guilty of rejecting God’s love; for in believing in Jesus the person recognized, believes in, and acknowledges Gods’ unconditional love for him/her.  And the recognition and acknowledgement of God’s love is the appreciation of what the Son of God did for us on the Cross.  The unbeliever rejects the love of God; the believer embraces the love of God.  And the rejection or gratitude for the love of God is expressed in what we say.


d.  Jesus was telling the Pharisees in no uncertain terms that their words of rejection of Him was going to result in their condemnation before the Supreme Court of Heaven.  As always, the Lord was continuing at every opportunity to try and save them; for He was not willing that any of them perish in the second death (the lake of fire).

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “God cannot forgive the rejection of His Son.”


b.  “On the most important words that acquit and condemn, see Mt 10:32–33.”


c.  “People’s words will be of the utmost significance when the judgment takes place.  Justified means ‘declared to be righteous’ and brings out the truth that our salvation has a legal aspect and that we are saved in a manner that accords with right, not simply because God is stronger than the devil and overcomes every force of evil.  At the judgment what we are is what matters, and our words reveal what we are.  The other side of this particular coin is, of course, that where our words do not lead to our justification they lead to our condemnation (Lk 19:22, “Out of your own mouth will I condemn you”; cf. Prov 18:21).  As is true throughout the New Testament, there are just two ultimate possibilities.”


d.  “Let not the Pharisees say that ‘Beelzebul’ only slipped out of their mouth and was not intended seriously.  Even as an idle ‘word’ it betrays the speakers.”
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