John 1:1
Matthew 12:31



 is the preposition DIA plus the accusative of cause from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “Because of this; For this reason; or Therefore.”
  This is followed by the first person singular present active indicative of the verb LEGW, which means “to say: I say.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what is now occurring.


The active voice indicates that Jesus is producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the dative indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you” and referring to the unbelieving Pharisees.

“Therefore I say to you,”
 is the nominative subject from the feminine singular adjective PAS plus the noun HAMARTIA and noun BLASPHĒMIA, joined by the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “every sin and blasphemy.”  Next we have the third person singular future passive indicative of the verb APHIĒMI, which means “to be forgiven.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that every sin and blasphemy will receive the action of being forgiven.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the instrumental of agency
 from the masculine plural article and noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “by men.”

“every sin and blasphemy by men will be forgiven;”
 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “however” plus the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun BLASPHĒMIA with the ablative of opposition from the neuter singular article and noun PNEUMA, meaning “blasphemy against the Spirit.”  Finally, we have the negative OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person singular future passive indicative of the verb APHIĒMI, which means “to be forgiven: will not be forgiven.”  The morphology of the verb is the same as its previous use.

“however, blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven.”
Mt 12:31 corrected translation
“Therefore I say to you, every sin and blasphemy by men will be forgiven; however, blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven.”
Mk 3:28-29, “Truly I say to you, all sins will be forgiven the sons of men, and whatever blasphemies they blaspheme; but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit does not have forgiveness forever, but is guilty of an eternal sin’—”

Lk 12:10, “And everyone who will speak a word against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; however, to the one who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven.”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore I say to you,”

a.  The Lord now comes to a logical conclusion based on His previous declaration that the person not being with Him is against Him, and the person not gathering with Him is scattering.  The previous context and this previous statement deal with the subject of evangelization of others as a function of being an ambassador for Christ.



(1)  The rescue of a sheep that has fallen into a pit is a picture of salvation.



(2)  Restoring the man’s withered hand is a picture of salvation.



(3)  The statement that He will proclaim justice to the Gentiles is an offer and picture of salvation of the Gentiles.



(4)  The statement ‘in His person the Gentiles will hope’ is a picture of salvation offered to the Gentiles.



(5)  The healing of the blind, mute, demon-possessed man is a picture of salvation.



(6)  The illustration of entering into the strong man’s house and steal his property is a picture of salvation.



(7)  Gathering versus scattering is a picture of salvation.



(8)  Being for or against Jesus is the final picture of believing in Christ or not believing in Him.


b.  Jesus now declares an absolute truth related to salvation: gathering, taking Satan’s property, the Gentiles’ hope, healing physically as a picture of spiritual healing, and rescuing God’s sheep.  As we have seen so many times before, when Jesus says “I say to you,” we are about to be presented with a dogmatic, absolute, universal, immutable truth.  And this truth is related to the salvation of man.

2.  “every sin and blasphemy by men will be forgiven;”

a.  The word ‘every’ is all inclusive.  No sin and no blasphemy is excluded (except one).  There is no sin and no blasphemy that a person can commit (except one) that God is not willing to forgive.  Imagine the worst sin or sins you can imagine, and those sins were judged in Christ on the Cross and forgiven by God the Father.  The same is true for all blasphemy against God the Father and God the Son.  God is willing to impute all those sins to Jesus on the Cross and judge them in Him, so that we might not be judged.


b.  Sins and blasphemies are committed by men.  God is the subject of the action of the verb to forgive.  Men receive the action of the passive voice—being forgiven.  The action of being forgiven takes place at the Cross, after God the Father judges every sin imputed to the humanity of Christ.


c.  The great purpose of Christ coming in His first advent is to be the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  God the Father is willing to forgive all men of every sin and blasphemy because His righteousness and justice was satisfied with the judgment and punishment of His Son as a substitute for us.


d.  This judgment of the Son by the Father, having already been accomplished, is why no sin is mentioned in the Last Judgment of all unbelievers.  They are judged because they depend on their good deeds to save them, in spite of the fact that their good deeds do not compare to the perfect righteousness of God, given to the believer in exchange for their faith in Christ.  At the moment of a person’s faith in Christ, God the Father credits that faith to be worthy of receiving the gift of His very own righteousness.  His righteousness is perfect and far better than all the human good that a person can do.  Therefore, all the good deeds of the unbeliever amount to nothing in comparison to the imputed gift of the righteousness of God.  Therefore, the unbeliever is judged by God for not being good enough to avoid the lake of fire.  The unbeliever is judged for all their human good, not for their sins, which have already been forgiven by God.

3.  “however, blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven.”

a.  In contrast to every sin and blasphemy being forgiven by God the Father, there is one blasphemy that cannot and will not be forgiven.  This blasphemy is saying that God the Holy Spirit is a liar.


b.  In the ministry of common grace, God the Holy Spirit makes the message of the gospel a reality in the mind of the unbeliever.  The message of the gospel is that God loves the person so much that He sent His Son to be the satisfaction of the judgment of our sins.  The gospel message declares that God unconditionally loves us so much that He is willing to forgive all our sins, because they were judged in Christ on the Cross.  The message is that Jesus is our Savior, if we will only believe this to be true.


c.  Blasphemy against the Spirit is rejection of this message of the gospel.  It is in effect declaring that God the Holy Spirit is lying about God loving us, and Jesus being judged for our sins, and Jesus being our savior, and God proving this by raising Jesus from the dead.  The entire rejection of the message of eternal salvation through faith in Christ is blasphemy against the Holy Spirit; for the Spirit is the agent of common grace, regeneration, and salvation.  It is His ministry to make the message of the gospel real in the mind of man.  For a man to say the message is a lie is to blaspheme against the veracity of God.


d.  God absolutely cannot forgive an unbeliever who rejects the message of the gospel as a lie.  If the unbeliever believes the gospel is a lie, then they are de facto declaring the Holy Spirit to be lying to them about God’s offer of eternal salvation.  Rejection of the offer cannot be forgiven.  The unbeliever remains an unbeliever and there is nothing God can do about it.


e.  Therefore, God the Father can forgive every sin or blasphemy committed by any person, believer or unbeliever, but He cannot possibly forgive the unbeliever for rejection of the message of the gospel.  It is, in effect, calling God the Holy Spirit a liar.  And if there is one thing the Holy Spirit cannot lie about, it is God’s loving offer of eternal life to anyone who believes in Christ.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “What is this terrible ‘sin against the Holy Spirit’?  Can it be committed today [Yes], and, if so, how [by not believing in Christ]?  Our Lord said that God will forgive evil words spoken against the Son, but not against the Spirit.  Does this mean that the Holy Spirit is more important than Jesus Christ, God’s Son?  Surely not.  How can God forgive words spoken against His Son, and yet not forgive words spoken against the Spirit?  It appears that this situation existed only while Christ was ministering on earth.  [That is total conjecture and wishful thinking.  There is nothing in Scripture to support such a notion.]  To speak against Christ could be forgiven while He was on earth [and according to the direct statement of this verse it can be forgiven now—see the word ‘every’]. But when the Spirit of God came at Pentecost as proof that Jesus was the Christ, and was alive, to reject the witness of the Spirit was final [now he is getting close to the true interpretation].  When the leaders rejected John the Baptist, they were rejecting the Father who sent him.  When they rejected Jesus, they were rejecting the Son.  But when they rejected the ministry of the Apostles, they rejected the Holy Spirit—and that is the end.  There is no more witness.  Such rejection cannot be forgiven.”
  If only this commentator would relate this rejection of the Spirit’s ministry of common grace, he would have the whole picture.


b.  “The religious leaders were about to attribute to Satan the power of the Holy Spirit exercised through Jesus and thus to commit the blasphemy against the Spirit.  This specific sin cannot be reproduced today, for it required Jesus’ presence on earth with His performing miracles through the Spirit’s power.”
  This ‘theory’ or ‘explanation’ is often used to ‘get around’ having to face the problem of people blaspheming the Holy Spirit today by not believing in Christ.  The proof of how wrong this statement is found in the fact that these same Pharisees, who were attributing to Satan the power of the Holy Spirit being exercised through Jesus later believed in Him and were saved, Acts 15:5, “But some of those from the sect of the Pharisees who had believed…”

c.  “Jesus warned His opponents that attributing His power to Satan was insulting (blaspheming) the Holy Spirit, for they were crediting spectacular works done in His power to His archenemy, the devil.  This sin is eternally unforgivable.”
  Like the previous commentator, this commentator tries to connect blasphemy against the Holy Spirit to attributing the power of the Holy Spirit in Jesus to Satan rather than to the ministry of the Holy Spirit in common grace.  I have already shown in eight examples the connection of the context to the message of the gospel as a better explanation from the context.

d.  “The saying in Mark contrasts blasphemy against the Holy Spirit (which is unforgivable) with all other sins and blasphemies (which may be forgiven); that in Luke specifies the forgivable blasphemy as speaking a word against the Son of Man.  Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit…indicates a deliberate refusal to acknowledge God’s power, a totally perverted orientation.  This was what the Pharisees were doing in attributing Jesus’ healings to Satanic power.  The punishment for blasphemy against the Holy Spirit is not only on earth, but extends to the age to come; it indicates a hardening against God which is deliberate and irreversible.”


e.  “Forgiveness is possible for all kinds of sins when a person repents, save for one—blasphemy against the Holy Spirit.  Blasphemy usually referred to some form of profaning God’s name.  Blasphemy against the [Holy] Spirit is not defined in this context but must refer to what Jesus’ accusers are at least in danger of committing.  Walvoord captures the sense concisely: ‘attributing to Satan what is accomplished by the power of God’.”
  Rejection of the gospel is the ultimate slander of the Holy Spirit’s truthfulness and is unpardonable.

f.  “There are consequences of this impossibility of neutrality.  When Jesus says that every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven He does not, of course, mean that these sins are not serious or that they will automatically be set aside.  They will be forgiven in the normal way of forgiveness [by faith alone in Christ, not by the following statement] when the sinner repents and seeks pardon in penitence and lowliness and faith [salvation by works].  Sins [one sin—blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, not plural] of this kind are serious; if they are not repented of and forgiven, they will have eternal consequences.  [Every sin will be forgiven is being ignored here!]  But they are forgivable.  Jesus contrasts this with another sin that he calls the blasphemy of the Spirit, a sin that will not be forgiven. We must understand this in the context of the Pharisaic attribution to Satan of the good deeds Jesus was doing. [How about understanding this in the context of the Holy Spirit’s common grace?]  The sin that cannot be forgiven is not to be understood as the utterance of any particular form of words.  It is impossible to hold that any form of words is unforgivable, granted that the sinner subsequently repents and turns to God.  Jesus is talking about the set of the life [what is ‘the set of the life’?], not any one isolated saying. When a person takes up a position like that of the Pharisees, when, not by way of misunderstanding but through hostility to what is good, that person calls good evil and, on the other hand, makes evil his good, then that person has put himself in a state that prevents forgiveness.  [Democrats call the policies of the Republicans ‘evil’ and likewise the Republicans call the policies of the Democrats ‘evil’.  Have they now put themselves in a state that prevents forgiveness?  This commentator’s reasoning is faulty.]  It is not that God refuses to forgive; it is that the person who sees good as evil and evil as good is quite unable to repent [exactly—the problem is that the unbeliever will not change his mind about Jesus and believe in Him.  That’s the whole point!] and thus to come humbly to God for forgiveness.  And there is no way to forgiveness other than by the path of repentance [a change of mind] and faith.”


g.  R.B. Thieme, Jr. described this sin as ‘The Unpardonable Sin’

“A.  This is the one sin Jesus Christ could not and did not die for on the cross, Jn 3:18, 36.  This sin is the rejection of Christ and His work on the cross.

B.  This sin is related to the convicting ministry of the Holy Spirit, Gen 6:3; Jn 16:7‑11; Heb 10:29.

C.  Rejection of Christ is called “sin,” Jn 16:9.

D.  Synonyms for the unpardonable sin.


1.  The willful sin, Heb 10:26.


2.  Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, Mt 12:31.


3.  Resistance of the Holy Spirit, Acts 7:51.


4.  Insulting the Holy Spirit, Heb 10:29.

E.  Those who are under the unpardonable sin consider the Gospel foolishness, 1 Cor 1:18, 2:14.

F.  This sin is characterized by strong delusion, 2 Thes 2:11‑12.

G.  This sin has its own reversionism, 2 Pet 2:19‑22.”
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