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

 is the nominative masculine singular articular present active participle of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: being.”


The article identifies the subject as: “the one,” “the man,” “the person.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what is now occurring.


The active voice indicates that any person is not producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

With this we have the negative adverb MĒ, meaning “not” plus the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “with Me.”  This is followed by the preposition KATA plus the ablative of opposition from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “against Me.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which regards the entire state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the person not with Jesus produces the state of being against Him.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“The one not being with Me is against Me,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative masculine singular articular present active participle of the verb SUNAGW, meaning “to gather: gathering.”


The article identifies the subject as: “the one,” “the man,” “the person.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what is now occurring.


The active voice indicates that any person is not producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

With this we have the negative adverb MĒ, meaning “not.”  This is followed by the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “with Me.”  Finally, we have the third person singular present active indicative of the verb SKORPIZW, which means “to scatter.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what is now occurring.


The active voice indicates that any person is not producing the action of gathering is producing the action of scattering.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact. 

“and the one not gathering with Me is scattering.”
Mt 12:30 corrected translation
“The one not being with Me is against Me, and the one not gathering with Me is scattering.”
Explanation:
1.  “The one not being with Me is against Me,”

a.  Jesus continues with another dogmatic illustration regarding the state of being of people in relationship to Him and His actions in establishing His spiritual kingdom on earth.  The kinds of people are described—those with Jesus and those against Jesus.  We are on one side or the other.  No one is in a neutral position.  We are forced to pick sides for or against God, for or against Satan.


b.  The person not being with Jesus is the unbeliever.  By not believing that Jesus is the Christ, a person has taken the side of the devil, who proclaims that Jesus is not the Christ.  The unbeliever has taken the side of Satan, the demons, the high priest, most of the scribes, most of the Pharisees, all of the Sadducees, the Herodians, and all Gentile unbelievers (for example, Pilate).


c.  Being against Jesus begins with rejection of the message of the gospel.  Being against Jesus continues with verbal opposition to the gospel.  Being against Jesus culminates in the violent attempt to overthrow Christianity and murder of all Christians.  Being against Jesus doesn’t stand still—it progresses from bad to worse in every dispensation of history.  (Thus the Gog/Magog revolution at the end of the millennial reign of Christ on earth.)

2.  “and the one not gathering with Me is scattering.”

a.  The verbal attack against Christianity progresses to the physical attack against Christianity.  The person not gathering is an unbeliever who is not an ambassador for Christ.  All believers are ambassadors for Christ.  Every believer has the obligation and duty to evangelize those they associate with in life.  We are all responsible for gathering others into the spiritual kingdom of God through faith in Christ.


b.  The enemies of Jesus are those who scatter people away from believing in Christ.  These unbelievers are violent opponents of all things Christian.  They drive other unbelievers away from Christ through verbal attacks, slander, ridicule, vilification, hatred, threats, and even physical violence.  They use intimidation and harassment to drive others away from hearing and believing the message of the gospel.  There are many countries where these tactics are in full force to prevent missionaries from even entering the country (China, North Korea, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Afghanistan, etc.)


c.  Satan and his demon forces are the power and motivation behind those who scatter.  God the Holy Spirit is the power behind those who gather.  Every person listening to Jesus was faced with the issue of who they would believe—Satan or Jesus.  Again, there was no middle ground then, and there is no middle ground now.  You are either ‘all-in’ for Satan, or ‘all-in’ for Christ.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Men must decide on whose side they will stand.  There can be no compromise.  We are either with God or against God.”


b.  “Jesus then invited the people to make a clear decision.  They must either be with Him or against Him.”


c.  “Jesus next drew the lines of choice very clearly; there are two categories of men and only two: those for Him, and those against Him.  There is no neutral ground; all mankind, each individual, must fall into one of these two categories.  There is no provision for an uncommitted individual or group.”


d.  “In this conflict neutrality is impossible.  To be against Jesus (as the Pharisees were showing themselves to be) is to be on Satan’s side.  Gather and scatter do not represent specific actions, but constitute a vivid metaphor to reinforce the ‘slogan’ of the first half of the verse.  The reversed form of this slogan in Mk 9:40 equally excludes the middle ground.”


e.  “The point here is that Christ leaves no room for neutral ground.  If people cannot accept his teaching and work, they are in danger of God’s judgment.”


f.  “Jesus goes on to the point that in this struggle there is no neutrality.  In any moral issue we are forced to take sides.  I may have little power to influence the outcome, but if I do nothing I am saying in effect, ‘As far as I am concerned the tyrant can do as he wishes.’  So Jesus says of anyone who does not side with Him in his conflict with evil that this person is against me.  His influence, however great or small it is, is not thrown into the cause of good and therefore it helps the cause of evil.  The same point is made with gathering and scattering.  The imagery is apparently taken from tending flocks.  Animals tend to scatter, and if a person takes no part in gathering, he in effect scatters them; by doing nothing he casts his vote in favor of scattering.”


g.  “In the battle against Satan every man who does not side with Jesus is against Him and for Satan.  Lk 9:50 and Mk 9:40 agree with this view.  The great work of Jesus was to gather the lost sheep; the wolf, Satan, scattered them.”
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