John 1:1
Matthew 12:12



 is the postpositive inferential conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore,” which introduces a conclusion based upon what has previously been said.  With this we have the instrumental of measure
 from the neuter singular interrogative pronoun POSOS, meaning “how much more?”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb DIAPHERW, which means “to be worth.”


The present tense is a static present for a state or condition that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that any man produces the action of being worth more than any sheep.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “a man.”  Then we have the ablative of comparison from the neuter singular noun PROBATON, meaning “than a sheep.”

“Therefore, how much more is a man worth than a sheep?”
 is the conjunction HWSTE, which means “Therefore; For this reason; or So.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EXESTIN, which means “to be lawful; to be permitted; to be possible, etc.”


The present tense is a static present for a state or condition that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that the situation of doing something to help another produces the action of being lawful on the Sabbath.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Next we have the locative of time from the neuter plural article and noun SABBATON, meaning “on the Sabbath.”  This is followed by the adverb of manner KALWS, used as an adjective, meaning “good.”  Finally, we have the present active infinitive of the verb POIEW, which means “to do.”


The present tense is a static and aoristic present, which regards the action in its entirety as a static or permanent fact and action.


The active voice indicates that anyone can produce the action of doing good.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the meaning and action of the main verb.

“For this reason, it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath.’”
Mt 12:12 corrected translation
“Therefore, how much more is a man worth than a sheep?  For this reason, it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath.’”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore, how much more is a man worth than a sheep?”

a.  The Lord comes to a logical conclusion based upon His previous illustration and reasoning.  If a sheep is so valuable to the Pharisees to save from injury, harm, or potential death, then how much more is a man worth than a sheep?  The answer is that the man is infinitely worth more than the life or well being of the sheep.


b.  And so, if the religious leaders will do whatever is necessary to help the sheep (or any other farm animal) on the Sabbath, doesn’t God expect us to do the same or more for a person in need?  The logical answer is: “Obviously God expects us to help others regardless of what day of the week it is.”


c.  God expects us to do good to animals.  Even more so God expects us to do good toward others in need.


d.  God made man to rule over the animals.  Therefore, help directed toward a fellow human is more important than help toward any animal.

2.  “For this reason, it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath.’”

a.  Based on the previous logical reasoning, Jesus comes to His grand conclusion—it is lawful, right, permitted, legal, etc. to do good on the Sabbath or any other day for that matter.


b.  ‘Good’ refers to anything done to help another person, whether it is satisfying their hunger, saving one of their animals, or healing a person’s deformity, illness, disease, or demon possession.  ‘Good’ can be anything done to help another.  God expects people to do good to others, especially on the Sabbath, since God designed the Sabbath as an example of God doing something ‘good’ to help man—give him a day of rest and a day to reflect on the goodness of God.


c.  The ultimate ‘lawfulness’ of doing good on the Sabbath comes from the Law of God and not from the man made laws of the Pharisees.  God does good on every day of the week, and not just on the Sabbath.  The Sabbath should be a reminder of the goodness of God directed toward those He unconditionally loves.  And as those worshipping God on the Sabbath, we should be more than willing to do good to others on this day that God has set aside for us to do good in honor of Him.  This point was lost on the legalistic thinking of the Pharisees.  Jesus tries to bring their distorted thinking back to reality.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “An act of mercy toward an animal was perfectly in order.  Since people are much more valuable than animals, mercy should be extended toward them even on Sabbath Days.  Jesus thus removed any possible objection to what He was going to do; for Scripture did not forbid it and His logic was flawless.”


b.  “It is better to err on the side of ‘goodness’ than on that of heartless adherence to regulations.”


c.  “Jesus makes the sweeping pronouncement that ‘it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath.’  He does not encourage the Jews to stop worshiping.  He is contrasting activity with inactivity.  There is always some good to do on the Sabbath which makes total cessation of labor no longer appropriate.  Of course, human beings need physical rest and need it on a regular basis, but this is different from prescribing one day in seven on which particular activities are banned as morally improper.”


d.  “With a ‘How much more’ construction Jesus finishes His refutation of the position His opponents were taking up.  A man excels a sheep.  Jesus simply states the fact as something obvious and does not draw out in what ways the excelling is to be discerned.  He draws the important conclusion that if it is in order to help a sheep in trouble on the Sabbath, much more is it right to do so to a man.  It is not only a good idea, but it is lawful to do good to people.  His adversaries appealed to the traditional interpretation of the Law, but Jesus pointed out that their practice in matters concerning animals contradicted their exposition of the Law.  The accepted practice in helping animals (which all agree are of less worth than people) leads to the conclusion that on the Sabbath it is quite lawful to do good.  This is a general conclusion applying to every Sabbath, and not simply an affirmation that applies only to the specific case before Jesus.  For Him human need was primary.  Even though this man’s life was not in danger, Jesus saw no reason why he should suffer for one moment more.”


e.  “Could not Jesus wait and do His healing on a weekday?  To have waited would have left the impression on all concerned that it was, indeed, unlawful to heal on the Sabbath, the very error Jesus was determined to eradicate.”
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