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

 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun ZUGOS with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “My yoke.”  Then we have the ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: [is].”  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective CHRĒSTOS, meaning “easy.”

“For My yoke [is] easy”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun PHORTION with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “My burden.”
  Next we have the predicate nominative from the neuter singular adjective ELAPHROS, meaning “light” in weight.
  Finally, we have the third person singular present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes a state of being that is a fact.


The active voice indicates that the burden produces the state of being light.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“and My burden is light.’”
Mt 11:30 corrected translation
“For My yoke [is] easy and My burden is light.’”
Explanation:
1.  “For My yoke [is] easy”

a.  The Lord continues and concludes this teaching with an explanation why these unbelievers should take His yoke upon them and learn from Him.  They should do so because His yoke is easy.


b.  The Lord’s yoke refers to two things: the means of salvation and the spiritual life required of a person thereafter.



(1)  The means of salvation is the easiest thing in the world to do.  It requires simple faith in the fact Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, the king of the Jews and the Savior of the world.  Faith alone in Christ alone without adding any human system of works secures eternal salvation for anyone desiring it.  In a moment of time all anyone has to do is believe in Jesus and eternal salvation is the free gift of God to that person.  The yoke of eternal salvation is as light as a simple thought, “I believe that Jesus is the Christ.”  Nothing more has ever been required by God.  How hard is a thought?  It is the easiest thing in the world to do.  God never required thousands of rules and regulations be obeyed in order to be saved.  Only one thought has ever been required.  Nothing could be easier.



(2)  The spiritual life of the Jew after salvation was also easy.  It only required two things: personal love for God and unconditional virtuous love for all others—the two greatest commands of the Old Testament.  If a person obeyed these two commands, then they fulfilled the entire Law with all its other commands.  The man made rules and regulations of the scribes and Pharisees were pointless in the face of obedience to the two great commands.


c.  Someone might argue that there were a whole lot of things Jesus expected in the spiritual life of the Jew as proclaimed in the Sermon on the Mount, but we must remember that those things are the requirements of the spiritual life of the millennial kingdom, when all believers will be empowered by the Holy Spirit (‘I will pour out My Spirit upon them’).

2.  “and My burden is light.’”

a.  The final statement focuses on carrying a burden or load on one’s shoulders as they walk.  We might look at this metaphor or word-picture as a believer being yoked with the Lord Jesus Christ as they walk together under a yoke.  Sharing the burden makes the burden even lighter.


b.  The Lord’s point is that He is not demanding anything that could be considered a heavy burden for either salvation or the execution of the spiritual life.  He does not burden the believer with the religious burdens of the scribes and Pharisees.  It is easy and light to live the spiritual life of Christianity.  This is not to imply that there will not be persecutions, trials, tribulations, testings, and other difficult things in the Christian life, but we face these things with the sure guarantee of eternal salvation, eternal life, eternal security, the certain resurrection of the dead, and a future life of no more pain, no more sorrow, and no more tears.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Life is simplified and unified around the person of Christ.”


b.  “People’s weariness comes from enduring their burdens, probably the burdens of sin and its consequences. Rather, they should come and yoke themselves with Jesus.  People can trade their heavy, tiring burdens for His yoke and burden, which by contrast are easy and light.  To serve Him is no burden.”


c.  “Christians are not promised freedom from illness or calamity, but they may experience God’s sustaining grace so that they are not crushed or driven to despair (2 Cor 4:8–9).”


d.  “Jesus adds a sentence that shows that the service to which He calls is no difficult and burdensome affair.  His yoke is easy, which signifies what is good and pleasant.  He does not call people to a burdensome and worrying existence.  Another way of putting it is to say that His burden is a light one.  The word for burden is a diminutive, which helps bring out the thought that His service is pleasant.  So with light.  It adds up to an invitation to service indeed; Jesus is not calling people to lives of careless ease.  But it is service for which they will be glad.  It will be a delight, not a painful drudgery.”
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