John 1:1
Matthew 11:3



 is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say: he said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that John the Baptist produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative indirect object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to Him” and referring to Jesus.

“said to Him,”
 is the nominative subject from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “You.”  With this we have the second person singular present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: you are.”


The present tense is an aoristic/static present, which describes the permanent state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produces the state of being something/someone.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular articular present deponent middle/passive participle of the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”  The participle is a substantival participle, which means it functions as a noun, translated “the Coming One.”  This is followed by the coordinating conjunction Ē, meaning “or” plus the accusative direct object from the masculine singular adjective HETEROS, meaning “another” [person].  Finally, we have the first person plural present active subjunctive of the verb PROSDOKAW, which means “to wait for, look for, expect the context indicates whether one does this in longing, in fear, or in a neutral state of mind.”


The present tense is a descriptive and durative present, which describes an action that should begin now and continue into the future.


The active voice indicates that John and all others who believe in the God of Israel are expected to produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a deliberative subjunctive,
 which is used in interrogative sentences that deal with what is necessary, desirable, or possible.

“‘Are You the Coming One or shall we expect another?’”
Mt 11:3 corrected translation
“said to Him, ‘Are You the Coming One or shall we expect another?’”
Explanation:
1.  “said to Him,”

a.  This verse is the continuation of the sentence begun in the previous verse.  The entire sentence now reads: “Now John, after hearing in jail the works produced by Christ, after sending by means of his disciples, said to Him, ‘Are You the Coming One or shall we expect another?’”

b.  The subject speaking are the two disciples (Lk 7:19) sent by John to ask Jesus a question.  The word “Him” obviously refers to Jesus, to whom John has sent these two men.

2.  “‘Are You the Coming One or shall we expect another?’”

a.  ‘The Coming One’ is a title for the Messiah.  There were many titles used to designate ‘the Christ’ other than the actual word ‘Messiah’.  For example, the titles ‘the Prophet’ and ‘Son of Man’ were also titles to designate the Messiah.


b.  The burning question of the day by all the Jews in Israel and scattered throughout the world was ‘Who was the Messiah?’ and ‘When was He coming?’  The prophesy indicating the timing of the coming of Messiah had been fulfilled (the 490 years from the issuing of the decree by Cyrus the Great).  The ‘when’ was now!  So the remaining question was, ‘Who is it?’


c.  John’s question assumes that the only possibility is that Jesus is the Messiah or there is another person coming after Jesus who is the Messiah.  The problem with this question that has bothered theologians for centuries is how could John ask about another, when he knew he was the forerunner, the herald of the Messiah?  Consider the following:



(1)  John probably heard the voice from heaven that said “You are My beloved Son, in You I am well pleased,” Mk 1:11.



(2)  John testified to his disciples that Jesus was the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.  No one but the Messiah could do this.



(3)  John knew from his mother all the stories Mary had told her about her virgin conception and the events surrounding the birth of Jesus (the Shepherds, the Magi, etc.).



(4)  John knew about the phenomenal teaching of Jesus and the multitude of miracles to include resuscitation from the dead.


d.  So the question becomes, ‘Did John have doubts about Jesus because John was in prison and Jesus was doing nothing to rescue him?’ or ‘Did John send his disciples to ask, so they would stop having doubts about Jesus?’  Did John send them for his benefit or for their benefit?  If John knew and was positive that Jesus was the Messiah, then wouldn’t he simply tell his disciples that Jesus was the Messiah and they should leave him and follow Jesus?  Or did the fact that John was languishing in prison wear on him to the point that he couldn’t reconcile his continuation in prison with the fact his cousin was doing nothing to save him?
3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The words ‘the One who was to come’ are a messianic title based on Ps 40:7 and 118:26 (cf. Mk 11:9; Lk 13:35).  John must have thought, If I am Messiah’s forerunner and Jesus is the Messiah, why am I in prison?  John needed reassurance and clarification; for he had expected the Messiah to overcome wickedness, judge sin, and bring in His kingdom.”


b.  “John, like all the Jews, keenly anticipated the prophesied Messianic Age, the millennium; so, when Jesus did not seem to be acceptable to the Jews, he sought confirmation from Jesus that He was indeed the Messiah.  It may well be that the Pharisees attempted to sow dissension between John and Jesus by planting doubts in the imprisoned man’s mind.”


c.  “John was not yet ready to be so positive that Jesus was the Messiah, though he would have liked to be.  His hesitation was probably due to a discrepancy between his expectations for ‘the coming one’ and what he actually heard about Jesus.  The ministry so far recorded does not match up with the expectations of Mt 3:11–12, and the miracles which are its most obvious feature were not a part of the common Messianic expectation.”


d.  “Why then does one who had such a high view of Jesus now question Him?  Almost certainly the main answer has to do with John’s languishing in prison.  Why would one who had promised to free the prisoners (Lk 4:18) not get John out of jail?  Most likely John also wondered why there were no signs of the imminent judgment of the wicked that he had predicted (Mt 3:10).  In fact, Jesus’ ‘messiahship’ little resembled the political and military program of liberation many Jews anticipated (cf. Jn 6:15).  ‘The one who is to come’ repeats the title John had used for Jesus in Mt 3:11.”


e.  “John’s question raises a problem; for Matthew tells us that when Jesus came to be baptized John had been reluctant, saying that he needed to be baptized by Jesus, not the other way about.  He had recognized the greatness of Jesus.  Why then should he now be asking, ‘Are you the Coming One?’  The expression was not a recognized messianic title (though compare Ps 118:26; Isa 59:20).  But as John uses it, it seems to have much that force.  Since John had given such recognition to Jesus in earlier days, it is a puzzle that he should now be questioning His credentials.  A number of solutions to the problem have been suggested:


(1)  Some suggest that John himself was in no doubt, but asked the question so that Jesus would reassure John’s followers. This view was common in the early church and among the Reformers. But it is surely too artificial.  [Why?  You cannot just discount this out of hand.]


(2)  Others think that John was just coming to believe in Jesus. He had not recognized him as the Messiah, the reasoning runs, but now in prison he had time to reflect and he was coming to see something of the greatness of Jesus.  So he began to wonder whether he should give up his own movement and follow Jesus.  But this is sheer speculation.  There is evidence that John had told people to follow Jesus (3:2, 13–14; John 1:29–34, 35–37; Acts 18:25; 19:4), and there is no evidence that he had wavered in this.  [Exactly, since John identified Jesus as the Lamb of God.]


(3)  Another view is that prison had had a depressing effect on John.  Confinement in Herod’s jurisdiction meant a good deal of suffering, and there was no certainty of ultimate release.  The suggestion is that all this was too much for John.  But nothing that we know about the Baptist suggests that he would have buckled under pressure.  Our sources give no indication that he ever did.


(4)  Some argue that it was not so much John’s faith that failed as his patience.  John had looked for Jesus to bring in the kingdom of God, but instead of doing this the Master was doing nothing more than move among the people of Galilee, teaching and healing.  He was making no attempt to overthrow the rulers of the country and bring in the rule of God.  So John, it is suggested, was trying to prod Jesus into decisive action.  This must remain a possibility, but it certainly comes short of having been demonstrated.


(5)  Perhaps John was simply puzzled.  He had prophesied such great things about Jesus, and specifically he had spoken of judgment (Mt 3:11–12).  But there was no sign of the judgment he expected (it would have been very human for John to have looked for judgment on those who had brought his ministry to a close and made him suffer so many things in jail).  Jesus was simply moving among ordinary men and women, teaching them about the things of God and healing their sick.  Was this really what the Great One would do?  What sort of Messiah was it who refrained from religious practices like fasting, consorted with irreligious characters, and left His forerunner to languish in prison?


On the whole this last appears to be the most probable solution.  John is asking whether it is this sort of thing that God’s Messiah would do, ‘or do we wait for another’?  Was Jesus, like John, a kind of forerunner?  Would a greater come and bring judgment on sinners?”


f.  “‘The One Coming’ undoubtedly signifies the Messiah and is used in that specific sense especially by the Baptist in Mt 3:11; Mk 1:7; Lk 3:16, etc.; and Jn 1:27.  This designation was derived from Ps 118:26 and Ps 40:7, which is evident from the acclaim of the multitude of Palm Sunday, Mt 21:9.  We may take it that ‘the Coming One’ was both understood and used by the Jews.  The fact that John sends to Jesus for an answer proves John’s faith in Jesus.  This answers those who think that John had lost confidence in Jesus.  John’s question was prompted by a difficulty that his faith encountered.  God had pointed out to him that Jesus was the Messiah, Jn 1:33-34.  Jesus, then, was to do all the great Messianic works, both those of grace and those of judgment (Mt 3:11-12; Lk 3:3-6, 9).  But as Jesus carried on His work, it seemed to be nothing but grace without one single act of judgment.  This is what perplexed the Baptist.  Where were the works of judgment?  Would another person follow who would perform these works of judgment?”
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