John 1:1
Matthew 11:26



 is the affirmative particle NAI, meaning “Yes,” followed by the vocative masculine singular article and noun PATĒR, meaning “Father.”

“Yes, Father,”
 is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because,” followed by the adverb of manner HOUTWS, meaning “in this way.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun EUDOKIA, which means “pleasing.”  Next we have the third person singular aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb GINOMAI, meaning “to be: it was.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (the manner in which God revealed His plan of salvation to man) producing the state of being pleasing to God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the preposition EMPROSTHEN plus the adverbial genitive of place from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “pleasing to you Mt 11:26; Lk 10:21”

“because in this way it was pleasing to You.”
Mt 11:26 corrected translation
“Yes, Father, because in this way it was pleasing to You.”
Explanation:
1.  “Yes, Father,”

a.  Jesus continues His public prayer with an affirmative declaration to the Father, acknowledging that what God the Father had planned and done was, in fact, the right, best, and most pleasing thing that could be done with regard to hiding these things from the wise and intelligent and having revealed them to simple people.


b.  Again Jesus addresses God the Father, setting an example for all those who believe in Christ that they have the privilege of also addressing the Father in their prayers.

2.  “because in this way it was pleasing to You.”

a.  Jesus then explains the reason why God did what He did in hiding the spiritual things of this world from the wise and intelligent.  The phrase “in this way” refers to God’s hiding of spiritual things.  The Father’s plan of hiding the spiritual things from the wise and intelligent was pleasing to God the Father, just as it was pleasing to God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.


b.  Everything God does is pleasing to Him, because everything He does is right, just, honorable, virtuous, and an expression of His love and truthfulness.  Therefore, hiding the simple concept of salvation through faith alone in Christ alone from the wise and intelligent, who are arrogant about their wisdom and knowledge, was and is pleasing to God.  The spiritual life of simple obedience to the will of God as an expression of love for God is unknown to the wise and intelligent, and this is pleasing to God.  The simple concept that God is love and loves the wise and intelligent so much that He sent His Son to be judged for their sins is something the wise and intelligent don’t care to understand or believe.  They are blinded by their own arrogance, human wisdom, and intelligence.  Their blind arrogance locks in their negative volition to the simple will of God that they believe in Christ.  God is not willing that any should perish, but the wise and intelligent perish by their own choice from the motivation of their own ‘wisdom and intelligence’.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Spiritual understanding does not depend on human equipment or status.  It is the gift of God, and so is given to those in whom He is well pleased.  It depends on the sovereign purpose of the Lord of heaven and earth, and His choice falls on those the world would never expect.”


b.  “The ‘wise and learned’ represent those who feel they have no need for God.  Jesus does not contrast ‘wise’ versus ‘stupid,’ but He does declaim a godless intellectualism.”


c.  “Yes reaffirms what has just been said.  Father indicates that He is loving enough to make His revelation available to the humblest of His people.  And Jesus locates this in the divine will.  Jesus is saying that the Father planned things this way.  He never intended that the knowledge of the kingdom and the like should be such that only the profoundly intellectual could find it.  It was His good will that the lowly could find the way, and that if the clever found it, it would be in the same way as the lowly did.”


d.  “The Father’s action has the fullest approval of Jesus.  The ultimate source of our salvation is this great EUDOKIA [the pleasure of God].”
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