John 1:1
Matthew 11:14



 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if” (and it’s true).  With this we have the second person plural present active indicative of the verb THELW, which means “to wish, will, or want.”


The present tense is a tendential present for a present action that is purposed/suggested, but not yet taking place.


The active voice indicates that the crowds produce the action of being willing.


The indicative mood in a first class condition is a declarative indicative.

Next we have the aorist deponent middle infinitive of the verb DECHOMAI, which means “to receive, to accept, or to believe.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (the crowds) producing the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive.

The Greek needs no direct object, since it is so clearly implied.  However, English grammar requires one, which I supply in brackets: “[it].”

“and if you are willing to accept [it],”
 is the nominative subject from the third person singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “he” and referring to John the Baptist.  With this we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which regards the state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that John the Baptist is in the state of being something else.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular proper noun ĒLIAS, meaning “Elijah.”  This is followed by the appositional nominative from the masculine singular articular present active participle of the verb MELLW, which means “to be about to” with the complementary infinitive always following to complete its meaning.  The articular use of this verb during the first century was in the process of being used to express the future.  Thus it can be correctly translated “who will come” or “who is about to come.”


The article functions as a relative pronoun, translated “who.”

With this we have the present deponent middle/passive infinitive of the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”


The present tense is a tendential present for what is proposed, but not yet taking place.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (Elijah) producing the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive.

“he is Elijah, who is about to come.”
Mt 11:14 corrected translation
“and if you are willing to accept [it], he is Elijah, who is about to come.”
Explanation:
1.  “and if you are willing to accept [it],”

a.  This verse is the continuation of the sentence begun in the previous verse.  The entire sentence now reads: “For all the prophets and the Law prophesied until John; and if you are willing to accept [it], he is Elijah, who is about to come.”


b.  The Lord continues His statement about the significance, importance, and uniqueness of John the Baptist, by noting John’s ministry in comparison to the future ministry of Elijah as one of the two heralds of the King during the Tribulation.


c.  The Lord is going to illustrate the significance of John’s ministry by associating it with the ministry of Elijah.  This is something the crowds have never heard before, and therefore, they have to be willing to accept or believe it.  The first class condition “if” does not mean maybe you will accept and believe it or maybe you won’t.  The first class condition says ‘if and you should accept and believe it’.  Jesus is directing the crowds that they should believe what He is about to say.  Jesus knows that some in the crowd won’t believe what He is about to say (for example, the scribes and Pharisees), but nevertheless, He encourages them to do so.


d.  The implied direct object ‘it’ refers to what Jesus is about to say.

2.  “he is Elijah, who is about to come.”

a.  The subject ‘he’ refers to John the Baptist, and Jesus declares that John is Elijah in the exact same way that the Jewish priests and Levites asked John, “Are you Elijah?”  Jn 1:21, “And then they asked him, ‘What then? Are you Elijah?’  And he said, ‘I am not.’  ‘Are you the Prophet?’  And he answered, ‘No.’”


b.  Jesus says that Elijah is the one who is about to come.  To what does this refer?



(1)  Elijah and Moses are the two witnesses and heralds of the second advent of Christ, mentioned in Rev 11:3-12, “Furthermore, I will give [power] to My two witnesses, and they will prophesy for one thousand two-hundred sixty days, wearing sackcloth.  These men are the two olive trees and the two lampstands [witnesses] who are standing before the Lord of the earth.  Furthermore, if anyone desires to harm them, fire comes out of their mouth and devours their enemies.  And if anyone should desire to harm them, in this manner they must be killed.  These [two witnesses] have the power to shut the sky, so that rain may not fall during the days of their prophetic activity.  Furthermore they have power over the waters to turn them into blood, and to strike the land [Palestine] with every plague [misfortune] as often as they desire.  And when they have finished their testimony, the beast-monster who ascends from the Abyss will make war against them; and he will conquer them and kill them.  And then their corpses [will be displayed] in the street of the great city, which is called figuratively Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified.  And those from the peoples and tribes and languages and nations will view their corpse for three and a half days.  Furthermore they did not permit their corpses to be placed into a grave.  And the inhabitants on the earth will rejoice over them; that is, they will both celebrate and send gifts to one another, because these two prophets had tormented the inhabitants on the earth.  And after three and a half days the breath of life from God entered into them.  And then they stood on their feet and great fear fell on those who were viewing them.  And then they heard a great voice from heaven saying to them, ‘Come up here’.  And so they went up into heaven in a cloud, and their enemies observed them.”



(2)  Jesus discusses their mission with them on the Mount of Transfiguration.



(3)  John the Baptist is the herald of the first advent as Elijah is a herald of the Second Advent.  Both prophesy the end of the Jewish Age.  John does so before the beginning of the Church Age and Elijah does so before the beginning of the Millennium.



(4)  Elijah was about to come three and one half years before the end of the Tribulation, which is the last seven years of the Jewish Age.  However, God inserted the Church Age into history unexpectedly to call out His royal family of Church Age believers.  Had this not happened, then the Tribulation would have begun after the ascension of Christ, and half way through the Tribulation, Moses and Elijah would appear as the final two great witnesses for Christ.  So Elijah was about to come in four to five years from the time Jesus made this statement had God not intercalated the Church Age into history.


c.  John is Elijah because John serves in the same capacity with the same message that Elijah does during the Tribulation.  John warns just prior to the expected beginning of the Tribulation and Elijah as the same message just prior to the end of the Tribulation.  They are both prophets with the same message at about the same time in Jewish history.


d.  Mk 9:11-13, “And they asked Him, saying, ‘Why do the scribes say that it is necessary for Elijah to come first [before the Advent of the Messiah]?’  Then He said to them, ‘Indeed, Elijah, after coming first, restores all things.  And yet how does it stand written about the Son of Man that He will suffer many things and be treated with contempt?  But I say to you that Elijah [in the person of John the Baptist] has indeed come, and they did to him whatever they wanted [beheading], just as it stands written about him.’”


e.  Mt 17:10-13, “And His disciples asked Him, ‘Why then do the scribes say that Elijah must come first?’  And He answered and said, ‘Elijah is coming and will restore all things; but I say to you that Elijah already came, and they did not recognize him, but did to him whatever they wished.  So also the Son of Man is going to suffer at their hands.’  Then the disciples understood that He had spoken to them about John the Baptist.”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “In what sense was John ‘Elijah who was to come’?  He came in the spirit and power of Elijah (Lk 1:17), and even dressed and ministered like Elijah (2 Kg 1:7–8; Mt 3:4).  Like Elijah, John had a message of judgment for the apostate nation of Israel.  His ministry was prophesied (Isa 40:3) and he fulfilled it.  But Malachi 4:5 prophesied the coming of Elijah ‘before the coming of the great and dreadful Day of the Lord.’  This ‘Day of the Lord’ is the time of Tribulation that will come on all the earth (Mt 24:15).  But no such judgments followed the ministry of John the Baptist.  Why?  John’s ministry was to prepare the nation for Jesus and to present Jesus to the nation (Jn 1:29–34).  Had the people received John’s witness and accepted their Messiah, John would have fulfilled the prophecies literally.  Instead, they were fulfilled in a spiritual sense in the lives of those who trusted Christ.  Jesus made this clear in Mt 17:10–13.  Many Bible students believe that Malachi 4:5 will be fulfilled literally when Elijah comes as one of the ‘two witnesses’ spoken of in Rev 11.”


b.  “Matthew here and in 17:12–13 records an open declaration that John was Elijah, and suffered the fate of Elijah.  The hope of Elijah’s return to prepare for God’s coming was raised by Malachi 4:5–6 and had developed into a popular expectation by the time of Jesus.  He was identified with the ‘messenger’ of Malachi 3:1.  If John fulfils this role as the herald of God’s coming, he is indeed ‘more than a prophet’.  But, despite his outward resemblance to Elijah, John’s ministry did not in every way correspond to the popular expectation; his role, like that of the one who came after him, was discernible only by those willing to accept it.”


c.  “John in fact is, literally, Elijah, the one who is to come, i.e., not the literal Elijah of old returning to earth from heaven, which John himself denies being (Jn 1:21), but one who comes in Elijah’s ‘spirit and power’ (Lk 1:17).  ‘If you are willing’ shows that Jesus recognizes that His is not the only currently held interpretation of Malachi.”


d.  “If you are willing draws attention to the importance of attitude; Jesus’ hearers might not have the will to accept the reality of John’s position.  It always takes an effort of will to accept something radically new.   Jesus goes on to identify John with Elijah who is to come, thus seeing in John the fulfilment of the prophecy of Malachi that Elijah will come ‘before the great and terrible day of the Lord’ (Mal 4:5; Mt 17:10–13).  There is something of a problem in that John denied that he was Elijah (Jn 1:21), which may mean that, although he fulfilled the prophecy of Elijah’s return, he was not the literal, physical Elijah whom many Jews were expecting.  Jesus is saying that John came in the spirit and power of Elijah (Lk 1:17), and his function was to prepare for the coming of the Lord.  Later Jesus will repeat the statement that John is Elijah (Mt 17:12).”
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