John 1:1
Matthew 11:3



 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective and article with the noun PROPHĒTĒS, meaning “all the prophets.”  With this we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun NOMOS, meaning “the Law.”

“For all the prophets and the Law”
 is the preposition HEWS plus the adverbial genitive of time from the masculine singular proper noun IWANNĒS, meaning “until John.”  Finally, we have the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb PROPHĒTEUW, which means “to prophesy.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the prophets and the Law produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“prophesied until John;”
Mt 11:3 corrected translation
“For all the prophets and the Law prophesied until John;”
Explanation:
1.  “For all the prophets and the Law”

a.  The Lord continues His teaching about John the Baptist to the crowds with an explanation relating back to His previous statement, “a greater [person] than John the Baptist has not appeared among the born of women.”  Jesus is now explaining why no one greater than John has ever been born in the previous history of man.

b.  The phrase “all the prophets” refers to all the prophets of Israel from the time of Moses, the first prophet to Israel until Malachi, the last prophet to Israel over 400 years prior to John’s birth.  The phrase “and the Law” refers to the Mosaic Law.  The prophets and the Law were two methods of God’s communication to the people of Israel.  They declared the will of God of the Jewish nation and people.


c.  Notice that Jesus doesn’t say ‘the Law and the Prophets’, which was a phrase used to designate the entire Old Testament Scriptures.  He reverses the word order to indicate the two different methods of communication to man.

2.  “prophesied until John;”

a.  The method of communication by the prophets and the Law was by prophecy.  They foretold what was going to happen and what God expected.


b.  All this prophecy occurred from Moses to Malachi.  John’s message and ministry were unique.  He foretold of the coming of Messiah as the direct herald of the King.  All the prophets and Law spoke about the coming of Messiah, but they did not act as the direct herald of the King and point Him out as being physically on earth (‘Behold, the Lamb of God…’).


c.  The prophets and the Law spoke of the distant coming of Messiah.  John spoke of the immediate coming of Messiah.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “John’s ministry marked the climax of the Law and the Prophets.”


b.  “John’s status as the last of the Old Testament prophets is reinforced.  Until could include or exclude John, but the following verse will make clear his inclusion among the prophets.  He belongs to the forward-looking (prophesied) era of the Old Testament. The prophets are (unusually) mentioned before the law, but the whole Old Testament is regarded as pointing forward to the kingdom of heaven.”


c.  “Following the almost parenthetical remarks of verse 12, verse 13 reaffirms that John foretells the end of an era.  The ‘for’ that begins verse 13 seems to refer to verse 11 rather than verse 12.  The ‘Prophets and the Law’ have pointed forward to the time of John’s ministry, but now Jesus is bringing the age of fulfillment.”


d.  “All the prophets did their work until John, and with them is joined the law, the crowning gift of all God’s good gifts to His people.  This means that the whole of the Old Testament revelation is viewed as preliminary to the coming of Jesus.  It is interesting that the Law is said to prophesy as well as the prophets; both had their origin in God and both conveyed the word of God to people.  Both indeed conveyed the authentic word of God, but Jesus is saying that both were of limited duration.  They both did their work until the coming of John, the herald of the incarnate Son of God in whom came the definitive revelation.  Until has the force of ‘up to John but not beyond him.’  The whole Christian revelation insists on the continuing significance of both law and prophets.  But until the ministry of John the law and the prophets were the sum of the divine revelation.  The law and the prophets are no longer the revelation that is the key to everything else.  The revelation made in Christ is the key to the revelation in the law and the prophets.”
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