John 1:1
Matthew 10:9



 is the negative adverb MĒ plus the second person plural aorist deponent middle subjunctive from the verb KTAOMAI, which means “to procure for oneself; to acquire; to get: Do not acquire.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (the apostles) producing the action.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of emphatic negation with the negative; it completes forbids an action.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from a series of masculine singular nouns, connected by the coordinating conjunctions MĒDE, meaning “nor…nor.”  The nouns are CHRUSOS, meaning “gold,” ARGUROS, meaning “silver” and CHALKOS, meaning “copper.”

“Do not acquire gold nor silver nor copper”
 is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine plural article and noun ZWNĒ with the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “into your money-belts.”

“into your money-belts,”
Mt 10:9 corrected translation
“Do not acquire gold nor silver nor copper into your money-belts,”
Explanation:
1.  “Do not acquire gold nor silver nor copper”

a.  The Lord continues His instructions to the apostles for their missionary journey by telling them what they are not to do with regard to money.  They are not to acquire money for the trip.  This means they are not to borrow from family or friends, not take out a bank loan, nor use any other method of acquiring ‘donations’ from others for this mission.  There are all types of means of ‘acquiring’ money for a mission trip.  They are to use no method of acquiring financial support.  For example, Matthew was not to go to his tax-collector buddies and ask for financial support for his missionary endeavors.


b.  There are three types of money mentioned, since these were the three most valuable metals that were stamped into coins and used as monetary exchange.  Paper money is a modern invention, when carrying large amounts of coins became too burdensome.  The three types of metal coins are listed in order of their value.

2.  “into your money-belts,”

a.  We keep paper money folded in a leather wallet.  They kept their metal coins wrapped up in a waistband like our modern day ‘money-belts’.  Jesus’ command is that they not fill their ‘money-belts’ with money before going.  Peter, Andrew, James, and John could have easily done this from the profits of their professional fishing business.  Judas was the treasurer of the group, and he too had to comply with Jesus’ order.  So he probably turned the money box over to someone else for ‘safe keeping’ while he went on this mission.


b.  Let’s consider the application of this verse to missions today.  A couple of years ago relations between Cuba and the United States thawed long enough for a small group of missionaries to get into the country and interact with groups of Christians there.  I was one person in a small group of seven people that made that missionary trip into Cuba.  It would have been impossible to do without using personal finances to fly, stay in a hotel for a night, fly again, and eat along the way without using my own money.  However, once in the country, the Christians there provided all our transportation and almost all our food.  They also paid for the lodging for half of our group.  Four of us stayed in one of the ‘better’ hotels in the city.  My point is that part of the journey had to be paid for by the ‘missionaries’ involved, and what could be provided for by the grace of others was provided.  There was no other way it could have been done.  So by all means grace should be the means of execution at all times where possible, but flexibility rather than legalism is the order of the day.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “No previous fund-raising is necessary.”


b.  “There are scriptural paradigms for missionary and ministry activity that recognize dependence both on others’ support and on one’s own resources earned through a different trade (1 Cor 9:1–18; Phil 4:10–19).  Neither may be made absolute.  What is most likely to advance the gospel in an honorable way should be adopted in any given context.”


c.  “Normally people make provision for such a trip, but Jesus is telling the disciples that they must go as they are.  They are not to get a store of money that would enable them to meet the expenses that they thought might well arise as they journeyed.  Gold might refer to the precious metal in itself, but here it will refer to its use in coins.  So with silver and copper.  The word I have translated as money belts is used of girdles in general, though in the New Testament it always refers to the belt of a man or an angel.  In this context it clearly is a place in which money can be kept.  Jesus sweepingly forbids them to take money, and that of either large or small denominations.  It is not money that will sustain them on the journey they are about to make, and they are not to rely on any monetary resource.”
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