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

 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “for” plus the negative adverb OU, meaning “not.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” (all the apostles).  This is followed by the second person plural present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: you are.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which emphasizes the static, present state of being.


The active voice indicates that the apostles and future witnesses are the ones not producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the second person masculine plural articular present active participle of the verb LALEW, which means “to speak.”


The article is translated “the ones.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what is occurring at that moment.


The active voice indicates that believers are the ones producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

“for you are not the ones speaking,”
 is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but,” followed by the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun PNEUMA with the genitive of relationship from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR with the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “the Spirit of your Father.”  This might also be considered an ablative of origin, meaning “from your Father” as another statement of the doctrine of the procession of the Holy Spirit from the Father and Son.  Then we have the ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: [is].”  Next we have the predicate nominative from the articular neuter singular present active participle of the verb LALEW, which means “to speak: speaking.”


The article is translated “the One.”


The present tense is a descriptive present of what is occurring at that moment.


The active voice indicates that God the Holy Spirit is producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “in you.”

“but the Spirit of your Father [is] the One speaking in you.”
Mt 10:20 corrected translation
“for you are not the ones speaking, but the Spirit of your Father [is] the One speaking in you.”
Explanation:
1.  “for you are not you the ones speaking,”

a.  The Lord continues with a further explanation of why His witnesses before Jewish and Gentile courts should not worry or be concerned about how or what they should say in defense of their faith in Christ and the message of the gospel.


b.  It will not be the believer who is the one thinking up what to say and then saying it.  The responsibility for the defense of the gospel will not come from the believer in this situation.  Someone else will speak on behalf of the believer, and it won’t be some lawyer, speaking eloquently for him or her.


c.  The words will come from the mouth of the believer, but the ultimate source of those words will not be the believer himself.

2.  “but the Spirit of your Father [is] the One speaking in you.”

a.  Instead, the Person forming the words in the mind or soul of the believer will be his or her Helper—the Spirit of God the Father, that is, the Holy Spirit, our Mentor and Helper.  It is a major ministry of the Holy Spirit to help the believer learn, remember, and proclaim the word of God in the Church Age.  So this statement clearly refers to the future time of the Church Age.  Examples of this are found in Acts, and there is no example of this being done for the apostles prior to Pentecost.  It is certainly possible that this same help will be given to the 144,000 Jewish evangelists and the two great evangelists of the Tribulation (Moses and Elijah).  Therefore, there is precedent for this same help to be available to anyone who believes in Christ during the Tribulation.  Some teachers of the word of God say that this help from the Holy Spirit is unique to the Church Age and millennial reign of Christ, and that the Holy Spirit is removed from the earth with the resurrection of the Church (based on the statement of 2 Thes 2:7, “For this mystery of lawlessness is already at work.  [But it is] only [a mystery] until the One who now restrains is removed from the midst,…”)  However, it is hard to imagine God the Holy Spirit not continuing to help believers in the Tribulation, if He is doing so for all the other evangelists of that dispensation, and since His ministry of common grace to unbelievers continues to function in every period of human history.  His restraint of Satan and the Antichrist ceases with the resurrection of the Church, but the Spirit’s other ministries continue: common grace, efficacious grace, regeneration, teaching, and why not mentoring?


b.  Notice the phrase “in you.”  The Holy Spirit is not speaking directly to the court.  The believer is speaking, but the thoughts and intents of the heart are coming from the ultimate source of the Holy Spirit, speaking in the mind or soul of the believer.  The Holy Spirit is helping the believer remember what he or she has been taught in the past and those thoughts are then produced by the believer through the help of the Holy Spirit in causing us to remember what we have learned.  God the Holy Spirit doesn’t work in a vacuum and tell us things to say for which we have no frame of reference.  The Holy Spirit works with the word of God already in our souls.  God the Holy Spirit speaks in us (not through us) and then we speak forth what the Holy Spirit has caused us to remember.  And we will be caused to remember and speak exactly what God wants us to say as His witnesses.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The ambassadors of the King must faithfully perform their ministry, even if it costs them their lives. In spite of trials before leaders, the servants must remain true to their Lord.  Their witness will be used by God to win others.  Rev 7:1–8 indicates that 144,000 Jewish witnesses will carry God’s Word throughout the world during the Tribulation; and as a result, great multitudes will come to Christ (Rev 7:9ff).  No doubt these words in Matthew 10 will become very precious and meaningful to witnesses during that time.  We can trust the Spirit of God to help us remember what the Lord has taught us (Jn 14:26).”


b.  “Jesus promises that the Holy Spirit will give these believers the right words and enable them to proclaim His word boldly—closely parallel to the ministry of the Paraclete promised in Jn 14:15–31; 15:26–16:13 and illustrated by the regular testimony of the disciples when they are ‘filled with the Spirit’ throughout Acts.”


c.  “For carries the argument along in logical sequence, and you, preceded by its negative, is emphatic: ‘you will not be the speaking ones!’  They will, of course, provide the mouth and throat through which the voice will come, but they will not have the responsibility for producing the defense.  That will be something the Spirit of your Father will do for them.  This expression is found nowhere else in the New Testament, but we need not doubt that Jesus is speaking of the one who elsewhere is usually called ‘the Holy Spirit.’  This form of expression relates the Spirit more closely to the Father than do other ways of referring to Him.  Notice further that the Spirit is the Spirit of your Father.  Jesus’ followers are in a very meaningful sense children of the heavenly Father, and it is that Father who will send His Spirit to them to speak in them at this critical time.  Matthew says that it is the Spirit who will speak, Mark, that it is ‘not you who speak, but the Holy Spirit’ (Mk 13:11), and Luke, ‘I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which all your adversaries will not be able to resist’ (Lk 21:15).  All three assure the followers of Jesus that they will not be left to their own devices in the critical hours of which He speaks.  We should not think of disciples in such situations as mere passive instruments.”


d.  “Everything that is mechanical, magical, unpsychological is shut out by ‘in you’.  The apostles will not be like the demoniacs, their organs of speech and their very wills being violated by a demon.  Absolutely the contrary: mind, heart, will operate freely, consciously, in joyful, trustful dependence on the Spirit’s giving, who enables them to find just what to say and how to say it down to the last word, with no mistake or even a wrong word due to faulty memory or disturbed emotions occurring.  This, of course, is verbal inspiration.”
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