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Matthew 10:17



 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “However” with the second person plural present active imperative of the verb PROSECHW, which means “to guard against; to beware of.”


The present tense is a durative present, which emphasizes a continuous action while the apostles are on this mission trip.


The active voice indicates that the apostles are to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the preposition APO plus the ablative of cause from the masculine plural article and noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “because of men.”

“However, beware of men;”
 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “for” plus the third person plural future active indicative of the verb PARADIDWMI, which means “to deliver over.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that men opposed to Christianity will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Next we have the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the apostles.  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the neuter plural noun SUNEDRION, meaning “to the local councils.”

“for they will deliver you to the local councils”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine plural article and noun SUNAGWGĒ with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “in their synagogues.”  This is followed by the third person plural future active indicative from the verb MASTIGOW, which means “to flog: they will flog.”  The morphology is the same as the previous verb.  Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the apostles.

“and in their synagogues they will flog you;”
Mt 10:17 corrected translation
“However, beware of men; for they will deliver you to the local councils and in their synagogues they will flog you;”
Explanation:
1.  “However, beware of men;”

a.  In spite of the fact I am sending as sheep among wolves and you are to be as innocent of wrongdoing as doves, beware of men who reject your message and miracles of healing.


b.  The men referred to here are unbelievers.  Christians should have nothing to fear from other Christians (which is why the Christians wars against other Christians during the Reformation were such an abomination).  These unbelievers hate Christians with a passion.  Imagine a Christian missionary in an ultra-hostile Muslim nation, where Christianity is outlawed and persecuted by death without trial.


c.  The background situation being described here by our Lord does not fit the time of the apostles’ first missionary journey; for they come back with stories of great success.  However, Jesus is looking to the future period of Tribulation—the last seven years of the Jewish dispensation, in which the whole world will flock to Satan’s False Prophet and worship the image of the Antichrist set up in the Temple in Jerusalem.  This will be a time of worldwide persecution and hatred of all things Christian.  That will be a time when all Christian evangelists will need to beware of men.

2.  “for they will deliver you to the local councils”

a.  Then Jesus proceeds to give a two-sided warning.  This verse is the Jewish side.  The next verse is the Gentile side.  The first warning applies to what will happen in Jewish local synagogue councils.  Jewish unbelievers will deliver Christian missionaries over to the local Jewish civil council or what we call ‘courts’.  These were made up of twenty-three men.


b.  Christian missionaries will be charged with the crime of trying to evangelize others by presenting a message of faith in Jesus as the Messiah.  This evangelical message will be a criminal crime punishable by physical punishment of thirty-nine lashes by scourging or flogging.  This often brought the person up to the point of death without killing him.  Other passages tell us that these evangelists will be killed.


c.  The ‘local councils’ refer to the civil courts used by the Jewish leaders in cities where Saul of Tarsus brought Christians up on charges of sedition for teaching people to worship the false-Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth.  The same conditions will exist in the Tribulation where the choice will be between the worship of the Antichrist and the worship of Christ.

3.  “and in their synagogues they will flog you;”

a.  Christian missionaries will also by persecuted by the Jews in their synagogues.  Their punishment is the same flogging that Jesus received, where the person is skinned alive with the whip containing bits of metal and sharp rocks tied to the leather thongs.


b.  Such flogging never happened to these twelve apostles on this missionary trip, but it certainly happened to Paul as he states in 2 Cor 11:24, “Five times I was given the thirty-nine [lashes] by the Jews.”  So we see a near and far fulfillment of this prophecy by Jesus.  The near fulfillment is during the Church Age and the far fulfillment is during the Tribulation.


c.  This will again be the practice in Israel for anyone believing in Jesus during the Tribulation.  The false prophet dictator of Israel will enforce this policy against all Christians, who commit the crime of believing in Christ and acting as evangelists for Jesus.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The indication is that this opposition will be worldwide.  ‘Religion’ has always persecuted true believers.  Even the Apostle Paul persecuted the church when he was the unconverted Saul of Tarsus.  Church history reveals that ‘organized religion’ [Islam] that has no Gospel has opposed men and women who have dared to witness boldly for Christ.”


b.  “In carrying out their ministries the apostles would be taken before their own Jewish leaders and flogged (Acts 5:40) and be brought before Roman governors and Herodian kings.”


c.  “While the immediate concern is with persecution by Jews, the Christian can expect opposition from men in general.  The book of Acts shows the variety of groups who actively opposed the Christian mission.  The councils (literally ‘sanhedrins’) may refer to the councils of 23 members who were responsible for discipline in the local synagogue, but the word could apply to any formal body.  Flogging in synagogues was a punishment for disobedience or breach of the peace (by preaching an unpopular message) rather than for heresy as such.”


d.  “With verse 17 Jesus shifts to predictions that were not fulfilled in the immediate mission of the Twelve.  The events of verses 17–22 took place only during the postresurrection ministry of the disciples.  Now Jesus warns of overt hostility.  Some will face arrest, being brought before the Jewish courts (‘councils’ is literally sanhedrins, referring to the various local courts).  Others will be flogged in the synagogues—the Jewish houses of worship.  Yet persecution will not be limited to a Jewish milieu.”


e.  “The word men is used inclusively to mean ‘people’.  The term is quite general, but in this context it has special reference to people in authority; for it is they who are in a position to bring believers before the courts.  Hand over has the technical sense of handing over to the court for trial.  Courts is more literally ‘sanhedrins,’ a word that is used for all sorts of councils.  Mostly in the New Testament it refers to the great council in Jerusalem, but here it signifies local councils; a council of twenty-three men was found in each locality.  With it is linked synagogues, which, as we have seen before, means centers of Jewish life. Synagogues were places of worship, but they were also places of instruction and, as we see here, places where local justice was administered.  The court would sit in the synagogue and punishment be inflicted.  The terminology shows that Jesus is referring to the Jewish administration of justice, not that of the Gentiles.  The offender would be whipped with a scourge of four thongs through which smaller thongs were plaited.  Three judges were required (or, according to another opinion, twenty-three).  One man would read passages of Scripture, a second would count the strokes, and a third would give the command before each stroke.  There could be as many as thirty-nine strokes, but no more in a Jewish synagogue (2 Cor 11:24).”
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