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

 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third class conditional particle EAN, meaning “if” (and it may or may not happen).  Then we have the first part of the Attic Greek coordinating conjunctions MEN…DE, meaning “on the one hand…but on the other hand.”  Next we have the third person singular present active subjunctive of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”


The present tense is a static/aoristic present, which regards the state of being as an established fact.


The active voice indicates that the house/household produces the state of being something.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive with EAN, indicates the possibility of this being the case.

Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun OIKIA, meaning “the house/household.”  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the feminine singular adjective AXIOS, meaning “worthy.”

“and if on the one hand the household is worthy,”
 is the third person singular aorist active imperative of the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”


The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist, which views the future action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that your peace must produce the action.


The imperative mood is an imperative of permission.

Next we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun EIRĒNĒ with the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your ‘peace’.”  This refers to the standard Jewish greeting—the word SHALOM, which means “peace.”  There are two ways to translate a third person imperative verb: (1) ‘let your peace come’; or (2) ‘your ‘peace’ must come’.  Then we have the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the third person feminine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “on it” and referring to the household.

“your “peace” must come on it,”
 is the third class conditional particle EAN, meaning “if” (and it may or may not happen) plus the second half of the MEN…DE construction, meaning “but on the other hand.”  With this we have the negative adverb MĒ, meaning “not” plus the third person singular present active subjunctive of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”


The present tense is a static/aoristic present, which regards the state of being as an established fact.


The active voice indicates that the house/household produces the state of being something.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive with EAN, indicates the possibility of this being the case.

This is followed by the predicate nominative from the feminine singular adjective AXIOS, meaning “worthy.”

“but on the other hand if it is not worthy,”
 is the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun EIRĒNĒ with the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your ‘peace’.”  Then we have the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”  Finally, we have the third person singular aorist passive imperative from the verb EPISTREPHW, which means “to come back; to return.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The passive voice is used in an active sense with the greeting of ‘peace’ producing the action.


The imperative mood is a command.  The third person singular imperative can be translated “must return.”

“your “peace” must return to you.”
Mt 10:13 corrected translation
“and if on the one hand the household is worthy, your “peace” must come on it, but on the other hand if it is not worthy, your “peace” must return to you.”
Explanation:
1.  “and if on the one hand the household is worthy,”

a.  This verse is the continuation of the sentence begun in the previous verse.  The entire sentence now reads: “Then, while entering into the household, greet it; and if on the one hand the household is worthy, your ‘peace’ must come on it, but on the other hand if it is not worthy, your ‘peace’ must return to you.”


b.  The Lord continues His instructions to the apostles on what they should do upon entering the house of someone in the city or village that is recommended to them as being a worthy person.  Upon arriving at the house, they will probably be invited in.  As they enter the house, they are to give the typical Jewish greeting, that is, the Hebrew word “SHALOM,” which means “peace” in the sense of “peace, blessing, and prosperity be on this house and all who live here.”


c.  There are two possible scenarios that the apostles may encounter.  On the one hand the apostles may encounter a situation in which, after entering the home and giving their blessing on the household, they find out that the inhabitants are truly worthy of this blessing because they accept the message that Jesus is the Messiah and believe in Him.  This is the only thing that makes them truly worthy of the blessing from the apostles.  Their worthiness has nothing to do with their personal character or behavior.  In other words, they are not ‘worthy’ of the blessing because they are ‘respectable’ or ‘of high moral worth’ or ‘righteous in other men’s eyes’ or any other manmade reason.  The worthiness of the household is based solely on their spiritual worthiness, and that worthiness only comes by faith alone in Christ alone.


d.  Therefore, after entering the home, the apostles are to present the gospel message and see what the response is to that message.  If the response is positive to the gospel, then the next statement applies.

2.  “your “peace” must come on it,”

a.  The greeting of blessing on the house/household must come and will come and remain on that household.  The word ‘peace’ refers to the entire Jewish concept of peace, prosperity, well being, and blessing in every sphere of life.


b.  It is imperative that this blessing come on a household of people who believe that Jesus is the Christ.  Note what Brooks & Winbery, Syntax of NT Greek, p. 129, “It must not be thought that every imperative in the third person is an imperative of permission because the word ‘let’ or ‘permit’ is usually used in the translation.  These words are used because of the necessity of employing a periphrastic translation for something which has no English equivalent, not because of the idea of permission in the use of the word.  For example, note the translation in James 1:19, ‘Every man must be quick to hear’.  The syntax of imperatives in the third person is determined by their use on the sentence.”


c.  It is an absolute requirement and promise of God that blessing will come, must come upon any household that believes in Christ.  That blessing is both temporal and eternal in nature.  The eternal blessing cannot be revoked.  It is an irrevocable blessing.

3.  “but on the other hand if it is not worthy,”

a.  The Lord continues by describing the counter situation of a household that rejects the gospel message and refuses to believe the Jesus is the Messiah.  In this case the household is found to not be worthy of the blessing, which the apostles have already given to the household.


b.  The blessing of peace is made as an offer to the house and is conditioned upon acceptance of the message of salvation through faith alone in Jesus as the Christ and has nothing to do with the personal worthiness of the persons living in the house.


c.  The unworthiness of these people is based upon their rejection of the gospel, after it has been presented by the apostles.  There is no personal merit involved here.  Unbelievers are unworthy of the blessings that God offers them through relationship with His Son.  Rejection of the Son means rejection of all blessings associated with the Son, such as the blessing of eternal life.

4.  “your “peace” must return to you.”

a.  There is an absolute consequence that must happen whenever a person or group of people do not find Jesus worthy of their faith in Him.  All the potential blessings that they might have for time and eternity must return to God and/or His representatives.


b.  The blessings (‘peace’) of God are offered to every member of humanity.  God offers these blessings either personally or through His representative evangelists.  The blessings of God’s peace are freely offered to others.  They have the option of accepting the blessings by faith in Christ or rejection of the offer by refusing to believe.  If they refuse the offer of salvation through faith in Jesus, then the blessings of God’s peace and prosperity must return to the one offering them.


c.  God’s offer of eternal life is extended to all unbelievers.  Their unbelief results in the recension of God’s offer of eternal life.  His offer returns to Him and/or His representatives.  This is an absolute imperative situation.  It must happen.  It is not ‘a possible’ outcome; it is an absolute imperative outcome!

5.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Worthiness would be determined by a favorable response to the message preached.”


b.  “The attitude of individuals toward the gospel would determine their eternal judgment.”


c.  “The peace which they wish to the household goes out and is effective; but it is not automatic, and a wrong attitude in the receiver will result in its return, like an uncashed check.”


d.  “To give or return ‘peace’ meant to bless or retract a blessing from an individual or a household.”


e.  “Two possibilities arise from their selection of a house: they may be right or they may be wrong in adjudging the house (i.e., ‘the household’) to be worthy.  If the household really is worthy, then their greeting of peace will be effective; there really will be peace to these people.  But this will not be the case if the household be not worthy; it is unrealistic to think that the peace of God would rest on such people.  It is not easy to see precisely what is meant by their peace returning to them, but clearly it is a way of saying that despite the prayer involved in the greeting there would be no peace for the unworthy householders.  The peace of which the apostles were the messengers would not remain with the contemptuous.”
  All this commentator had to do was tie the greeting to the message of salvation and it would ‘be easy to see precisely what is meant by their peace returning to them’.

f.  “The house (family) may, after all, turn out to be ‘not worthy’.  After extending a warm welcome [blessing], the owner, on learning more about Jesus and the kingdom, may show his dislike for both.  Then the will of Jesus is that the peace return to the apostles who brought it as a gift.  When men refuse God’s gifts, these are never wasted or lost; the bearers will find other men who are happy to receive these very gifts.  Where one door closes, another is opened.”
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