John 1:1
Matthew 10:11



 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” plus the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular relative pronoun HOS with the indefinite particle AN plus the accusative feminine singular noun POLIS, meaning “into whatever city.”  Next we have the coordinating conjunction Ē, meaning “or” plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular noun KWMĒ, meaning “village.”  This is followed by the second person plural aorist active subjunctive of the verb EISERCHOMAI, which means “to enter into.”


The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which views the potential future action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that the twelve apostles will produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive, used after the indefinite particle AN to indicate a probability or possibility.

“Now into whatever city or village you enter,”
 is the second person plural aorist active imperative of the verb EXETAZW, which means “to search out; to inquire diligently about or carefully.”


The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which views the future action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that the apostles are to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Next we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “who.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the third person feminine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “in it.”  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective AXIOS, meaning “worthy” plus the third person singular present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”

“inquire diligently about who is worthy in it;”
 is the crasis (combination) of the conjunction KAI and the adverb of place EKEI, meaning “and there.”  With this we have the second person plural aorist active imperative of the verb MENW, which means “to remain; to stay.”


The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the disciples are to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

This is followed by the conjunction HEWS plus the indefinite particle AN, meaning “until ever” or simply “until.”  Finally, we have the second person plural aorist active subjunctive of the verb EXERCHOMAI, which means “to go; depart; leave.”

“and stay there until you leave.”
Mt 10:11 corrected translation
“Now into whatever city or village you enter, inquire diligently about who is worthy in it; and stay there until you leave.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now into whatever city or village you enter,”

a.  The Lord transitions to a different topic regarding the instructions for the missionary journey.  This portion of the instructions deal with lodging in the various cities and villages the apostles enter.  The apostles aren’t going to spend the nights in the country on the cold, hard ground.  They are going to spend their days and nights in either a city or village, that is, somewhere where there is civilization.


b.  Cities generally spring up at the center of farming communities.  For example, from the center of town there will be farms at all points of the compass, surrounding that city.  The farms are typically no more than two to three miles from any given city, that is, about one hour’s walking distance.  The farmers support the villages and cities with various foods and the cities support the villages and farms by selling all the tools and objects necessary for living.  The villages and farms mutually support each other.  If you look at a map of the southern portion of the State of Wisconsin, you see this pattern laid out.  Villages then surround their supporting city.  Therefore, it was easy for the disciples to go from place to place and find hospitality from fellow Jews.

2.  “inquire diligently about who is worthy in it;”

a.  Once the two apostles had entered a city or village the first place they would go would normally be to the marketplace.  They were to diligently inquire from the people in the marketplace (everyone went to the marketplace for information, since it was the local news bureau) as to who in the city/village was a worthy person living there.


b.  The term ‘worthy’ is used here in the sense of someone who was honorable, virtuous, well respected or a city official, like the mayor, or the head of the synagogue.  Obviously these itinerant preachers had to get permission from the city officials to speak in their city.  The last thing they wanted were two strangers stirring up trouble in the town.  Once they found that person, they were to explain why they were there and what they would like to do—speak to the people about Jesus being the Messiah, and ‘Oh by the way, we can heal anyone in need and cast out demons, if that’s a problem.’  In other words they would offer their services of physical and spiritual healing to all who lived there.  After being given permission, they would speak in the marketplace or the local synagogue or both.


c.  A person could hardly be considered ‘worthy’, if that person heard the presentation of the gospel message and rejected it.  They would be considered unworthy.  Someone hearing the message and believing would likely offer them lodging.  That person would certainly be ‘worthy’ to stay with.

3.  “and stay there until you leave.”

a.  If this ‘worthy’ person accepted their offer, then they were to stay with that person during the entire time they healed and evangelized in that city/village.


b.  By staying in this ‘worthy’ person’s home, it demonstrated to the people living there that these strangers had been welcomed by someone of worth and importance.  Thus they were considered to be under the protection of that ‘worthy’ person, while they remained there.


c.  Thus they were provided protection, food, shelter, and someone to take care of them, who had heard their message and believed in Christ.  

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The ambassadors were to remain only with those who were ‘worthy,’ those who trusted Christ and received His message of peace and forgiveness.”


b.  “Such ‘worthiness’ would obviously be determined by a favorable response to the message preached.”


c.  “Worthy suggests to us a test of character, but this is not essential to its meaning (AB translates ‘suitable’). They are to look for someone able and willing to accommodate them, and this would normally be someone open to their message, though not necessarily already committed to their cause.  The expectation of free hospitality, which seems so bold to our culture, is in accord with eastern tradition, where the guest, who might be a complete stranger, has unquestioned rights to provision and protection (Gen 18:1–8; 19:1–8; Judg 19:15–24).”


d.  “As they enter each new location, the disciples must look for those who are open to their message and ministry.  Such people will provide the characteristic hospitality given to friends and respected people who traveled in the ancient Roman world (bed and board).  Such hospitality proved vital, given the generally nefarious state of public lodging—hotbeds of piracy and prostitution.  The term ‘worthy’ must refer to the response of welcoming the disciples, not to any necessary merit or virtue in the individuals [I disagree; the city officials cannot just be ignored in this situation.  Gaining their permission is normal respect for authority.].  The disciples must remain with such worthy people to avoid accusations of favoritism or the jealousies of competition among potential hosts.”


e.  “Jesus turns to what is to happen when His emissaries reach a town or village.  There was, of course, a long tradition of hospitality in that land, and in any case inns do not seem to have been plentiful.  It was natural to expect to stay as guests in private homes.  They are not to choose lodgings haphazardly, but to look carefully for the right person.  The householder is to be worthy, but worthy of what?  It may mean ‘look for someone who is willing to welcome you’; in that case it is hospitality that is being stressed.  Or it may be people who are willing to welcome the message of the kingdom; if so, it is spiritual fitness that is to be sought.  Having found a suitable lodging place, they are told to stay there until you leave.  The point about remaining in one home is apparently that they could well prolong their stay if they went from house to house, whereas Jesus was sending them on a trip that would embrace a large number of centers of population in a short space of time.  They were not to spin it out.  Another suggestion is that they might be tempted to move from a less luxurious home to a more luxurious one, but this does not seem as likely.”


f.  “The hospitality first offered is to be honored.”
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