John 1:1
Matthew 1:1


 is the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun BIBLOS, which means “book, record-book” or simply “The record.”  The absence of the article indicates the high quality of the noun, which we bring out in English grammar by use of the definite article “The.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive (or genitive of identity = “of”) from the feminine singular noun GENESIS, which means “an account of someone’s life, history, life Mt 1:1; persons of successive generations forming an ancestral line, the lineage, family line, Mt 1:1–17.”
  Next we have the genitive of possession from the masculine singular proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “of Jesus.”  Then we have the appositional nominative from the masculine singular proper noun CHRISTOS, meaning “the Christ,” which is a translation of the Hebrew word, meaning “the Messiah.”
“The record of the lineage of Jesus, the Christ,”
 is the appositional nominative from the masculine singular noun HUIOS, meaning “the son” (twice) plus the genitive of relationship from the masculine singular proper nouns DAUID, meaning “of David” and ABRAAM, meaning “of Abraham.”

“the son of David, the son of Abraham:”
Mt 1:1 corrected translation
“The record of the lineage of Jesus, the Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham:”
Explanation:
1.  “The record of the lineage of Jesus, the Christ,”

a.  Matthew begins his message about the person and work of Jesus of Nazareth by proving to his Jewish audience that Jesus had the rightful family lineage to be the Messiah and King of Israel.


b.  The record of family lineage or genealogy was carefully recorded and kept in the Temple in Jerusalem.  This was the purpose of taking the newborn child to Jerusalem for circumcision on the eight day.  Not only was it important that Jesus be circumcised as a Jew, but His family lineage also had to be recorded in the Temple.


c.  Matthew affirms that what he is about to present is the proof of the family history or lineage of Jesus, which anyone reading this document could verify by going to the Temple.


d.  The human title ‘Jesus’ is used by Matthew, because he is introducing information about the humanity rather than the deity of Jesus.  The title “Christ” is used to indicate to his audience that Matthew fully believes the Jesus was ‘the Christ’, that is, the Messiah.  The word ‘Christ’ is the Greek translation of the Hebrew/Aramaic title ‘Messiah’.  The Jews called Jesus ‘the Messiah’.  The Greeks called Him ‘the Christ’—the translation of ‘Messiah’.


e.  Matthew’s affirmation that Jesus is the Messiah as the very first statement in his story tells his audience from the beginning that he considers Jesus to be God incarnate; for the Jews expected the Messiah to be God living with and ruling them.  Therefore, this is an indirect reference to Matthew’s affirmation of the deity of Jesus at the very start of his gospel.

2.  “the son of David, the son of Abraham:”

a.  Matthew then mentions two key points in the lineage of Jesus—He is the son of David, which qualifies Jesus to be the ruler of Israel.  In addition, Jesus is the son of Abraham, which qualifies Him to be a true Jew and the recipient of all the unconditional covenants to Israel.


b.  David was not the first king of Israel (that distinction belonged to Saul), but he was the greatest king in the history of Israel.  David’s greater son was prophesied to be the future king of Israel.  The Lord Jesus Christ is that greater son of David.  This is Matthew’s unqualified declaration to the Jews he is addressing.


c.  The affirmation that Jesus is the son of Abraham declares without question that Jesus is a true genetic Jew—a member of the new racial species in history.  Jesus is not a half-Jew or part-Jew, but all-Jew in every sense of the word.  As such He is entitled to be the recipient of all the blessings promised in the Old Testament to Abraham and his lineage.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “If a Bible reader were to jump from Malachi into Mark, or Acts, or Romans, he would be bewildered. Matthew’s Gospel is the bridge that leads us out of the Old Testament and into the New Testament.  Each of the four Gospels has its own emphasis. Matthew’s book is called, “the Gospel of the King”.  Since royalty depends on heredity, it was important for Jesus to establish His rights to David’s throne. Matthew gave His human heredity (Matt. 1:1–17) as well as His divine heredity (Matt. 1:18–25).  Genealogies were very important to the Jews, for without them they could not prove their tribal memberships or their rights to inheritances. Anyone claiming to be ‘the Son of David’ had to be able to prove it. It is generally concluded that Matthew gave our Lord’s family tree through His foster father, Joseph, while Luke gave Mary’s lineage.”


b.  “The opening verse connected Jesus back to two great covenants in Jewish history: the Davidic (2 Sam 7) and the Abrahamic (Gen 12; 15).  If Jesus of Nazareth is the fulfillment of these two great covenants, is He related to the rightful line?  This is a question the Jews would have asked, so Matthew traced Jesus’ lineage in detail.”


c.  “This genealogy establishes that Jesus Christ is the legal heir to David’s throne, and therefore qualified and entitled to be the Messiah.  To understand the purpose of this genealogy in Matthew, we need to remind ourselves that this Gospel was written to convince Jews that Jesus is the Messiah.  A Jew would have two automatic questions, both revolving around the covenant promises of a Messiah: first, the Messiah had been promised in Gen 12:3 as the seed of Abraham; second, the Messiah would be heir to David’s throne as they recognized was promised by 2 Sam 7:12–16.  So, was the claimant an Israelite, and also the heir to David’s throne?”


d.  “To us, a genealogy may seem a very tedious way to begin a book, and a waste of space.  To the Jewish world in which Matthew belonged it was a matter of importance, as a glance at the numerous genealogies of the Old Testament makes clear.  But Matthew is not merely conforming to Jewish literary convention.  The way he presents his genealogy shows that it introduces several important strands into his presentation of Jesus as the Messiah.  1. It places Jesus fully in line with the history of Old Testament Israel, as one famous name after another reminds the reader of the forward movement of God’s saving purpose.  2. By organizing that history into a regular scheme of three groups of fourteen generations, it indicates that the time of preparation is now complete, and that in Jesus the time of fulfilment has arrived.  3. By tracing Jesus’ descent through the royal line of Judah, it stakes His claim to the title ‘King of the Jews’.  4. It establishes his status as ‘son of David’.  The genealogy is thus a vital part of the conception of Matthew’s introductory section.  It is ‘a résumé of salvation history.”


e.  “Key titles for Jesus appear in the opening verse.  ‘Christ’ is the Greek translation of the Hebrew Meshiach (Messiah), meaning Anointed One.  ‘Son of David’ points to the Messiah’s necessary lineage and royal role (2 Sam 7:11b–16).   ‘Son of Abraham’ traces Jesus’ lineage back to the founding father of the nation of Israel, thus ensuring His Jewish pedigree from the earliest stage of His people’s history.  But echoes are probably also to be heard here of God’s promises to Abraham that his offspring would bless all the peoples of the earth (Gen 12:1–3).”


f.  “The expression is best seen as the heading for the whole Gospel. It has usually been regarded as simply introducing the genealogy, but it would be curious to have a heading for the first half chapter and not one for the book as a whole.  Matthew is saying, then, that his book is the story of Jesus Christ.  Matthew goes on to speak of Jesus as the son of David; He was of royal descent.  The expression ‘son of David’ is probably a messianic title.  Jesus was also the son of Abraham, “to whom the divine promises were first given and with whom ‘sacred history’ may be said to have begun.  In combining David and Abraham Matthew is drawing attention to two strands in Jesus’ Hebrew ancestry and implying that he fulfilled all that would be expected in a Messiah with such connections.”
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