
Blomberg’s Outline of Matthew



I.
Introduction to Jesus’ Ministry (1:1–4:16)

A.
Jesus’ Origin (1:1–2:23)

1.
Heading (1:1)

2.
Genealogy (1:2–17)

3.
The Virginal Conception: God Becomes Human (1:18–25)

4.
Bethlehem: Herod versus the Magi (2:1–12)

5.
The New Exodus from Egypt (2:13–15)

6.
Ramah: Weeping for Dead Children (2:16–21)

7.
Nazareth: Coming Home to Obscurity (2:19–23)

B.
Jesus’ Preparation for Ministry (3:1–4:16)

1.
John the Baptist: The Prophetic Forerunner to Messiah (3:1–12)

a.
His Ministry (3:1–6)

b.
His Message (3:7–12)

2.
John and Jesus: The Messiah’s Baptism (3:13–17)

3.
Jesus Alone: The Messiah’s Temptation (4:1–11)

4.
Jesus Settles in Capernaum (4:12–16)

II.
The Development of Jesus’ Ministry (4:17–16:20)

A.
Jesus’ Authority in Preaching and Healing (4:17–9:35)

1.
Introduction (4:17–25)

a.
Heading: Summary of Jesus’ Preaching (4:17)

b.
Beginning: Examples of Calling Disciples (4:18–22)

c.
Summary of Jesus’ Public Ministry (4:23–25)

2.
Paradigmatic Preaching: The Sermon on the Mount (5:1–7:29)

a.
Introduction (5:1–16)

(1)
Setting (5:1–2)

(2)
Kingdom Blessings (5:3–12)

(3)
Salt and Light (5:13–16)

b.
Thesis: Greater Righteousness (5:17–48)

(1)
Statement (5:17–20)

(2)
Illustrations (5:21–48)

(a)
On Murder (5:21–26)

(b)
On Adultery (5:27–30)

(c)
On Divorce (5:31–32)

(d)
On Oaths (5:33–37)

(e)
On Retaliation (5:38–42)

(f)
On Loving Enemies (5:43–48)

c.
True versus Hypocritical Piety (6:1–18)

(1)
Heading (6:1)

(2)
Almsgiving (6:2–4)

(3)
Prayer (6:5–15)

(4)
Fasting (6:16–18)

d.
Wealth and Worry: Money versus Real Riches (6:19–34)

(1)
Two Masters (6:19–24)

(2)
The Futility of Worry (6:25–34)

e.
How to Treat Others (7:1–12)

(1)
On Judging Others (7:1–6)

(2)
God’s Generosity (7:7–11)

(3)
The Golden Rule (7:12)

f.
Conclusion: Only Two Ways (7:13–27)

(1)
The Narrow versus the Wide Gate/Road (7:13–14)

(2)
Good versus Bad Fruit (7:15–23)

(3)
Wise versus Foolish Builders (7:24–27)

g.
Response (7:28–29)

3.
Paradigmatic Healing (8:1–9:35)

a.
Jesus Heals the Outcasts in Israel (8:1–17)

(1)
Touching the Leper: Response to Bodily “Uncleanness” (8:1–4)

(2)
Rewarding the Centurion: Response to Ethnic “Uncleanness” (8:5–13)

(3)
Healing Peter’s Mother-in-Law: Response to Gender “Uncleanness” (8:14–15)

(4)
Summary and Conclusion (8:16–17)

b.
Jesus Demonstrates His Divine Authority and Demands Decisive Discipleship (8:18–9:17)

(1)
The Demands of Discipleship: Inadequate Responses (8:18–22)

(a)
A Scribe’s Overeagerness (8:18–20)

(b)
A Would-Be Disciple’s Undereagerness (8:21–22)

(2)
Divine Authority over Satan’s Realm (8:23–9:8)

(a)
Stilling the Storm: Response to Disaster (8:23–27)

(b)
Exorcising the Gadarene Demoniac: Response to Demons (8:28–9:1)

(c)
Healing the Paralytic: Response to Disease (9:2–8)

(3)
The Demands of Discipleship: Adequate Responses (9:9–17)

(a)
Matthew Becomes a Disciple (9:9–13)

(b)
John’s Disciples Question Jesus (9:14–17)

c.
Jesus Continues to Heal: Hints of Hostility Loom Ahead (9:18–35)

(1)
Stopping a Hemorrhage and Awakening the Dead: Positive Publicity (9:18–26)

(2)
Giving Sight to the Blind: Hints of Danger (9:27–31)

(3)
Giving Speech to the Mute: Sharp Division (9:32–34)

(4)
Conclusion (9:35)

B.
Rising Opposition to Jesus’ Mission (9:36–12:50)

1.
Opposition Predicted for the Disciples’ Mission (9:36–10:42)

a.
Introduction (9:36–10:4)

(1)
The Need for Mission (9:36–38)

(2)
Commissioning the Twelve (10:1–4)

b.
The Immediate Charge (10:5–16)

c.
Future Prospects (10:17–42)

(1)
The Prospect of Future Hostility (10:17–25)

(2)
The Proper Reaction to Hostility: Fear God, Not People (10:26–31)

(3)
Only Two Options (10:32–42)

(a)
Acknowledging Jesus (10:32–33)

(b)
Putting God above Family (10:34–39)

(c)
Receiving God’s Messengers (10:40–42)

2.
Opposition Experienced in Christ’s Mission (11:1–12:50)

a.
Implicit Opposition (11:1–30)

(1)
John the Baptist and Jesus (11:1–19)

(a)
John’s Doubts about Jesus and Jesus’ Reply (11:1–6)

(b)
Jesus’ Testimony Concerning John (11:7–15)

(c)
The Crowd’s Reaction to John and Jesus (11:16–19)

(2)
Judgment on Unrepentant Cities (11:20–24)

(3)
The Alternative: The Rest Christ Can Provide (11:25–30)

b.
Explicit Opposition (12:1–50)

(1)
Sabbath Controversies and Their Outcome (12:1–21)

(a)
Picking the Grain (12:1–8)

(b)
Healing the Man with the Shriveled Hand (12:9–14)

(c)
Withdrawal from Hostility (12:15–21)

(2)
Exorcism Controversies (12:22–45)

(a)
Jesus’ Exorcistic Powers (12:22–37)

(b)
The Sign of Jonah (12:38–42)

(c)
The Return of the Evil Spirit (12:43–45)

(3)
Family Controversy (12:46–50)

C.
Progressive Polarization of Response to Jesus (13:1–16:20)

1.
The Polarization Explained: Kingdom Parables (13:1–52)

a.
Speaking to the Crowds (13:1–35)

(1)
The Parable of the Sower (13:1–9)

(2)
Jesus’ Purpose for Speaking in Parables (13:10–17)

(3)
The Interpretation of the Parable of the Sower (13:18–23)

(4)
The Parable of the Wheat and the Weeds (13:24–30)

(5)
The Parables of the Mustard Seed and Leaven (13:31–33)

(6)
Summary (13:34–35)

b.
Speaking to the Disciples (13:36–52)

(1)
Interpretation of the Parable of the Wheat and Weeds (13:36–43)

(2)
The Parables of the Hidden Treasure and Pearl of Great Price (13:44–46)

(3)
The Parable of the Dragnet (13:47–50)

(4)
The Parable of the Scribe Trained for the Kingdom (13:51–52)

2.
The Polarization Enacted: From Jew to Gentile (13:53–16:20)

a.
Rejection of Jesus and John: Incorrect Christology (13:53–14:12)

(1)
Rejection of Jesus by His Hometown (13:53–58)

(2)
Rejection of John by Herod (14:1–12)

b.
Jesus Is the Bread of Life for Jews and Gentiles (14:13–16:12)

(1)
The Son of God Reveals Himself to Israel (14:13–36)

(a)
Feeding the Five Thousand (14:13–21)

(b)
Walking on Water (14:22–33)

(c)
Healings in Gennesaret (14:34–36)

(2)
The Son of David Turns from Israel to the Gentiles (15:1–16:12)

(a)
Kosher Laws Rescinded (15:1–20)

(b)
The Canaanite Woman’s Faith (15:21–28)

(c)
Feeding the Four Thousand (15:29–39)

(d)
The Demand for a Sign (16:1–4)

(e)
Warning against the Jewish Leaders’ Influence (16:5–12)

c.
Revelation to Peter of Jesus’ Identity: Correct Christology (16:13–20)

III.
The Climax of Jesus’ Ministry (16:21–28:20)

A.
Focus on Coming Death and Resurrection (16:21–18:35)

1.
Implications for Discipleship: Correcting Misunderstandings (16:21–17:27)

a.
First Exchange Concerning Christ’s Death (16:21–28)

(1)
Jesus’ Prediction (16:21)

(2)
Peter’s and Jesus’ Rebukes (16:22–23)

(3)
Jesus’ Further Instruction on Self-Denial (16:24–28)

b.
Foreshadowing Future Glory (17:1–21)

(1)
Jesus’ Transfiguration (17:1–9)

(2)
Discussion about Elijah (17:10–13)

(3)
The Faithlessness of the Rest of the Disciples (17:14–21)

c.
Second Exchange Concerning Christ’s Death (17:22–27)

(1)
Jesus’ Prediction (17:22–23)

(2)
Discussion about the Temple Tax (17:24–27)

2.
Implications for the Church: Humility and Forgiveness (18:1–35)

a.
On Humility (18:1–14)

(1)
The Disciples’ Humility (18:1–9)

(a)
Positive Illustration: Childlike Dependence on God (18:1–5)

(b)
Negative Illustration: Causing Sin Risks Damnation (18:6–9)

(2)
God’s Humility (18:10–14)

b.
On Forgiveness (18:15–35)

(1)
Forgiveness Withheld without Repentance (18:15–20)

(a)
The Process of Confrontation (18:15–17)

(b)
The Process of Ratification (18:18–20)

(2)
Unlimited Forgiveness with Repentance (18:21–35)

(a)
Positive Illustration (18:21–22)

(b)
Negative Illustration (18:23–35)

B.
The Road to Jerusalem: Impending Judgment on Israel (19:1–25:46)

1.
True Discipleship versus Harsher Condemnation for the Jewish Leaders (19:1–22:46)

a.
Journeying to Judea (19:1–20:34)

(1)
Further Instructions for Disciples Based on Concerns Raised by Outsiders (19:1–20:16)

(a)
Pharisees and Divorce (19:1–12)

(b)
Disciples and Children (19:13–15)

(c)
The Rich Man and Eternal Life (19:16–20:16)

1)
The Controversy (19:16–22)

2)
The Dialogue with the Disciples (19:23–30)

3)
The Parable of the Vineyard Workers (20:1–16)

(2)
Further Focus on Jesus’ Passion, with Contrasting Responses from His Audience (20:17–34)

(a)
Third Passion Prediction (20:17–19)

(b)
An Inappropriate Response: James and John Seek Status (20:20–28)

(c)
An Appropriate Response: Two Blind Men Seek Mercy (20:29–34)

b.
Judgment on the Temple in Jerusalem (21:1–22:46)

(1)
Actions of Judgment (21:1–22)

(a)
Entrance into Jerusalem (21:1–11)

(b)
Judgment on the Temple by Purification (21:12–17)

(c)
Judgment on the Temple by Threatened Destruction (21:18–22)

(2)
Controversies with the Jewish Leaders (21:23–22:46)

(a)
The Temple Authorities Ask about Jesus’ Authority (21:23–22:14)

1)
The Controversy (21:23–27)

2)
The Parable of the Two Sons (21:28–32)

3)
The Parable of the Wicked Tenants (21:33–46)

4)
The Parable of the Wedding Banquet (22:1–14)

(b)
The Pharisees and Herodians Ask about Taxes (22:15–22)

(c)
The Sadducees Ask about the Resurrection (22:23–33)

(d)
The Lawyer Asks about the Greatest Commandment (22:34–40)

(e)
Jesus Asks about the Messiah (22:41–46)

2.
Judgment on the Temple but Also on the Nations (23:1–25:46)

a.
Judgment against Israel (23:1–39)

(1)
Warnings against the Behavior of the Jewish Leaders (23:1–12)

(2)
Woes Decrying the Hypocrisy of the Jewish Leaders (23:13–36)

(3)
Lament for the Coming Destruction of the Temple (23:37–39)

b.
Judgment against Israel and the Nations (24:1–25:46)

(1)
Signs and Times of the Temple’s Destruction and of Christ’s Return (24:1–35)

(a)
Introduction (24:1–3)

(b)
Signs That Do Not Yet Herald the End (24:4–14)

(c)
The Destruction of the Temple (24:15–20)

(d)
The Great Tribulation (24:21–28)

(e)
Christ’s Second Coming (24:29–31)

(f)
Concluding Implications (24:32–35)

(2)
Commands to Perpetual Vigilance (24:36–25:46)

(a)
Introduction and Thesis: No One but God the Father Knows the Time of Christ’s Return (24:36–42)

(b)
The Parable of the Householder and Thief (24:43–44)

(c)
The Parable of the Faithful and Unfaithful Servants (24:45–51)

(d)
The Parable of the Ten Bridesmaids (25:1–13)

(e)
The Parable of the Talents (25:14–30)

(f)
The Sheep and the Goats (25:31–46)

C.
Jesus’ Ultimate Destiny (26:1–28:20)

1.
Passion and Crucifixion (26:1–27:66)

a.
Preparation for Jesus’ Death (26:1–75)

(1)
Events Preceding Thursday Night (26:1–16)

(a)
Introduction to the Passion Narrative (26:1–2)

(b)
The Jewish Leaders’ Plot against Jesus (26:3–5)

(c)
Anointing for Burial (26:6–13)

(d)
Judas Prepares to Betray Jesus (26:14–16)

(2)
Jesus’ and the Disciples’ Final Hours Together (26:17–46)

(a)
The Last Supper (26:17–30)

(b)
Peter’s Denial Predicted (26:31–35)

(c)
Praying in Gethsemane (26:36–46)

(3)
Trial before Jewish Authorities (26:47–75)

(a)
Arrest in Gethsemane (26:47–56)

(b)
Jesus’ Trial before the Sanhedrin (26:57–68)

(c)
Peter’s “Trial” in the Courtyard (26:69–75)

b.
Sentence and Execution: Good Friday (27:1–66)

(1)
Sentencing Jesus (27:1–31)

(a)
Sentencing by the Jews (27:1–2)

(b)
Judas Sentences and Executes Himself (27:3–10)

(c)
Sentencing by the Romans (27:11–26)

(d)
Mocking by the Soldiers (27:27–31)

(2)
The Execution of Jesus (27:32–66)

(a)
The Crucifixion (27:32–44)

(b)
The Death (27:45–56)

(c)
The Burial (27:57–61)

(d)
The Guard at the Tomb (27:62–66)

2.
Resurrection! (28:1–20)

a.
The Empty Tomb (28:1–10)

b.
The Guards’ Report (28:11–15)

c.
The Great Commission (28:16–20)
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