John 1:1
Mark 9:49

 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective PAS, meaning “everyone.”  Then we have the instrumental of manner from the neuter singular noun PUR, meaning “with fire.”  This is followed by the third person singular future passive indicative from the verb ALIZW, which means “to salt; how will it (the salt) be made salty again? Mt 5:13; Mk 9:49.”
  In the passive voice the verb means “to be salted.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that everyone will receive the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“For everyone will be salted with fire.”
Mk 9:49 corrected translation
“For everyone will be salted with fire.”
Explanation:
1.  “For everyone will be salted with fire.”

a.  The Lord continues teaching the disciples by explaining why it is better to enter the kingdom of heaven missing a body part rather than being thrown into the inextinguishable fire of hell.  The reason is that everyone will be salted with fire.


b.  The first question we must ask is: “To whom does the word ‘everyone’ refer?”  It refers to the both believers and unbelievers.



(1)  With regard to the unbelievers it refers to the baptism of fire at the Second Advent, in which all Gentile and Jewish unbelievers are thrown into the fires of hell.  Lk 3:16‑17; Mt 3:11‑12; 2 Thes 1:7‑9; Mt 24:36-41; 25:31, 33.




(a)  Parables of the Baptism of Fire.




i.  The wheat and the tares, Mt 13:24‑30, 36‑40.





ii.  The good and bad fish, Mt 13:47‑50.





iii.  The ten virgins, Mt 25:1‑13.





iv.  The sheep and the goats, Mt 25:31‑46.





v.  The talent test, Mt 25:14‑30.  The one talent man represents the unbeliever.




(b)  The Jewish Baptism of Fire, Ezek 20:34‑38; Isa 1:25‑27.  All Jewish unbelievers of the Tribulation go into fire, Mal 3:1‑6, 4:1‑2.  Christ judges them in the desert.




(c)  The Gentile Baptism of Fire, Mt 25:31‑46.


(2)  With regard to the believers of the Church we have the statement of Paul in 1 Cor 3:13-15, “the spiritual accomplishment of each person will become visible, for the day reveals [it], because it will be made fully known by means of fire, that is, the fire will test what sort of accomplishment is the accomplishment of each person.  If the work of anyone survives, which he has built, he will receive a reward.  If the work of any person is completely burned up, he will suffer loss, but he himself will be saved, but [he will be saved] in this manner as through fire.”


c.  The next question we need to answer is: ‘What does it mean to be salted?’  Salt is used as both a preservative and a seasoning, but it was also used as part of the sacrificial offerings in the tabernacle and temple.  Eating salt was a ritual between two parties signifying their hospitality, agreement on something, ratifying a contract, or guaranteeing a promise (none of these meanings apply here).  “In Mk 9:49 the meaning is particularly obscure.  According to OT requirements sacrifices were to be salted (Lev 2:13), and it may be that in Mk 9:49 the fire is regarded as an equivalent of salt and as a symbol of suffering and sacrifice by which the disciple is tested.”
  This statement just quoted does not deal with the unbeliever, who is not a ‘disciple being tested’.  So it is only a partial answer, defining the word “everyone” as referring to only believers.


d.  Salt purified foods as a preservative.  The adding of salt to the Levitical offerings is a picture of purification of those offerings.  Fire will purify the works of the believer.  Fire will also in some sense ‘purify’ the unbeliever in the lake of fire, who rejected the love of God and sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Salt like fire is a purifying agent of all human good, dead works, and evil of mankind and the fallen angels.
2.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The Jews were not allowed to put leaven or honey on their sacrifices, but they were required to use salt (Lev 2:11, 13). Salt speaks of purity and preservation.  It was used in Old Testament days in the establishing of covenants.  The disciples were God’s salt (Mt 5:13), but they were in danger of losing their flavor and becoming worthless.  Would you rather endure the fires of hell as a lost sinner or the purifying fires of God as a sacrifice for His glory?”


b.  “This enigmatic statement, unique to Mark, is difficult to interpret.  About 15 possible explanations have been suggested.  An explanatory “For” (not translated in the niv) and the word ‘fire’ link this verse to verses 43–48.  ‘Everyone’ may be explained in one of three ways: (1) It could refer to every unbeliever who enters hell.  They will be salted with fire in the sense that as salt preserves food so they will be preserved throughout an eternity of fiery judgment. (2) ‘Everyone’ could refer to every disciple living in this hostile world.  They will be ‘salted with fire’ in the sense that Old Testament sacrifices were seasoned with salt (Lev 2:13; Ezek 43:24).  Disciples, living sacrifices (Rom 12:1), will be seasoned with purifying fiery trials (Prov 27:21; Isa 48:10; 1 Pet 1:7; 4:12).  The trials will purge out what is contrary to God’s will and preserve what is consistent with it.  (3) ‘Everyone’ could refer to every person in general.  All will be ‘salted with fire’ in a time and manner appropriate to their relationship with Jesus—for nonbelievers, the preserving fire of final judgment; for disciples, the refining fire of present trials and suffering.  This last view seems preferable.”
  I agree with this conclusion.  The basic idea is that everyone is going to be associated with fire in one way or another.  The choice of the Church Age believer is between the eternal fires of hell and the lake of fire or the purifying fire at the judgment seat of Christ, where only our good deeds/works are tested by fire.


c.  “God puts all to the proof; the fire of His judgment is applied to all, both to saints and sinners.  In the saints it consumes the dross, in order that the pure gold may shine in its true luster; in the case of sinners it is the fire of eternal judgment that is not quenched.”


d.  “Some have seen verse 49 as a reference to purgatory, where ‘all will be salted with fire.’  Far more likely is the idea that Jesus was suggesting that disciples would be tested by trials or persecution.  The expression ‘salted with fire’ comes from the Hebrew Scriptures, from the practice of pouring salt on the sacrificial flame presumably to purify it (Lev 2:13; Ezek 43:24).  Thus the meaning of this saying may be close to Rom 12:1—disciples are to see themselves as sacrifices.  This saying might have had special significance for Roman Christians who were, quite literally, under fire.  Schweizer suggests that ‘the fire of God (the affliction of persecution, or the end-time) preserves from decay like salt’.  This then suggests that the saying has to do with how trials can actually strengthen or preserve Christian character, not merely test it.  Finally, it may be of some relevance that in 1 Cor 3:10–15 Paul uses the image of testing by fire.”


e.  “The introductory word ‘For’ would normally tie this statement to the preceding one, in which case it serves to support or explain the former assertion.  It may then mean that everyone who enters hell shall be preserved, as salt preserves, through an eternity of torment.”


f.  “Everyone shall be purified either by the loss of parts, self-inflicted to preserve the whole, or by the destroying fires of Gehenna.  This is the law of our being, and everyone has to submit to it, in one form or another.”


g.  “While verse 48 applies to the rejected, verse 49 has reference to those who are true to God in a hostile world.  Every disciple is to be a sacrifice for God.  The salt-sacrifice metaphor is appropriate to a situation of suffering and trial in which the principle of sacrifice cultivated with respect to the individual members of the body is now severely tested.  The disciples must be seasoned with salt, like the sacrifices.  This will take place through fiery trials, through which God will purge away everything contrary to His will.”


h.  “In our passage the disciples are to be salted, to have salt in themselves, namely, the salt of the Word and the teaching of Jesus in all its saving and sanctifying strength.  The unquenchable fire in hell does not salt, it torments; the fire that acts as salt must be a different fire.  It is in reality salt, but salt in its burning property when it destroys the germs of corruption.  It is the Word of Christ in its power to burn out of our hearts the evil desire to entrap others and the evil desires that would allow our own bodily members to entrap us ourselves.”


i.  “In this context it [salting with fire] speaks of one who follows Jesus as totally dedicated to God’s service, and warns that such dedication will inevitably be costly in terms of personal suffering.”
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