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

 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS plus the indefinite particle AN, meaning “whoever.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb POTIZW, which means “to give a drink; to give someone something to drink.”


The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which views the entire future action as a fact.  This can also be regarded as a gnomic aorist, which states a universal truth.


The active voice indicates that the indefinite subject ‘whoever’ produces the action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive with a future aspect.

With this verb we have the double accusative of the person from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to one of the disciples or any believer.  This is followed by the double accusative of the thing from the neuter singular noun POTĒRION with the genitive of identity or genitive of content from the neuter singular noun HUDWR, meaning “a cup of water.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of cause from the neuter singular noun ONOMA, meaning “because of the name, title, category.  This is followed by the conjunction HOTI, used to introduce direct/indirect discourse, meaning “that.”  Then we have the genitive of association (because you are associated with Christ) or the possessive genitive (because you belong to the Christ) from the masculine singular proper noun CHRISTOS.  Being associated with Christ and belonging to Christ are saying the same thing—two sides of the same coin.  This is followed by the second person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: you are.”  Literally “you are Christ’s,” which means “you belong to the Christ.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the present state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the believers in Jesus produce the state of being associated with Christ.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

BDAG suggests the following translation for this construction: “whoever gives you a drink under the category that you belong to Christ, i.e. in your capacity as a follower of Christ Mk 9:41.”

“For whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because of the title that you belong to Christ,”
 is the “asseverative particle AMĒN, meaning ‘truly’, always used with LEGW, beginning a solemn declaration but used only by Jesus, meaning: I assure you that, I solemnly tell you Mt 5:18, 26; 6:2, 5, 16; 8:10 and many other passages.”
  Then we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, meaning “to say, tell, assure: I say.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, which describes what is happening right now.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This if followed by the dative of indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you” and referring to the disciples.  Then we have the conjunction HOTI, which is used to introduce indirect discourse and can be translated “that.”  This is followed by the double negative OU MĒ, which mean “never.”  The negative aspect is intensified.  Then we have the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb APOLLUMI, which means “to lose.”


The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist, which views the entire future action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the indefinite subject ‘whoever’ produces the action.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of emphatic negation with the double negative.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun MISTHOS plus the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “his reward.”

“truly I say to you that he will never lose his reward.”
Mk 9:41 corrected translation
“For whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because of the title that you belong to Christ, truly I say to you that he will never lose his reward.”
Explanation:
1.  “For whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because of the title that you belong to Christ,”

a.  Jesus continues His explanation to the disciples about not hindering the man who is not part of their group or a follower of Jesus and still exorcising demons.  This is the third reason for not hindering the man.  The previous two reasons were: “For there is no one who will perform a miracle in My name, and be able soon thereafter to speak evil of Me.” And “For who is not against us, is for us.”


b.  This third reason is because the person doing anything good because they belong to Christ or are in association with Christ will be rewarded in the eternal state.


c.  The subject “whoever” again opens up the opportunity for this action to everyone and anyone who does anything for another believer.  The action of giving a cup of water to drink represents the smallest act of kindness by a believer toward another person.  Jesus is teaching the disciples that they will be rewarded in heaven for the smallest act of kindness they show to another person.  Their small act of kindness is not hindering the person who is exorcising demons in the name of Jesus.


d.  Notice that the ‘whoever’ giving the cup of water is doing so in the name of Jesus, which indicates two things: (1) the man exorcising demons was doing so in the name of Jesus—that was his cup of water being given to others; and (2) the disciples not hindering the man would do so in the name of Jesus—that was their cup of water being given to others.


e.  The object “you” receiving the cup of water (the smallest act of kindness) are the disciples, because they are the ones who are associated with the Christ.  The kindness is shown to them because they are associated with Jesus, who is the Christ, the Messiah.  Therefore, the person showing kindness to them is doing so because of their association with Christ.  Thus the person acting in kindness toward them is someone who believes that Jesus is the Christ, just as the disciples believe that Jesus is the Christ.  So we have the action of one believer being kind to another believer because they both believe in Christ.  This does not apply to the unbeliever, because of the next statement.  The unbeliever has no eternal reward.  Only the believer can never lose his reward.


f.  We can only wonder if Jesus’ statement reminded the disciples of the Samaritan women at Jacob’s well, who provided water for Jesus, Jn 4:5-10.

2.  “truly I say to you that he will never lose his reward.”

a.  Jesus then gives one of His famous dogmatic, absolute truths: “truly I say to you.”  This formula means that what Jesus is about to say is a divine guarantee that is irrevocable.  It is an absolute promise from God that is immutable.  The promise is that the believer who does the smallest kindness to another person will never lose his reward.


b.  The word ‘never’ indicates the eternity of that reward, and the eternity of a reward can only apply to a believer, since unbeliever have no eternal rewards.  Believers in the Lord Jesus Christ are associated with Christ and will be rewarded for every act of kindness they do in the name of Christ or because of the person of Christ, that is, their association with Christ.


c.  The fact that there are rewards from God for believers in the future is also mentioned in other New Testament Scriptures:



(1)  1 Cor 3:8, “Now the one who plants and the one who waters are one and the same, but each one will receive his own reward on the basis of his own work.”


(2)  1 Cor 3:14, “If the work of anyone survives, which he has built, he will receive a reward.”



(3)  2 Cor 5:10, “For it is necessary that we all must appear before the judicial bench of Christ, in order that each person might be rewarded for the things by means of the body in accordance with what he has done, whether good of intrinsic value or worthless [trivial, thoughtless, indifferent].”



(4)  Eph 6:8, “because you know that each one, if he does anything good, for this he himself will be rewarded by the Lord whether worker [employee] or free [employer].”



(5)  Phil 3:14, “I keep running to the goal for the purpose of the reward belonging to that invitation from above from God by means of Christ Jesus.”



(6)  Col 2:18, “Let no one who takes pleasure in [pseudo] humility and the worship of angels rob you of reward, taking his stand without cause on those things which he has seen, being puffed up by the thinking of his flesh [sin nature],”



(7)  Col 3:23-24, “Whatever you do, do from the soul as to the Lord and not to men, knowing that you will receive for yourselves the reward of your inheritance.  You serve the Lord Christ.”



(8)  2 Tim 4:8, “In the future a wreath of righteousness is reserved for me, and not only to me, which the Lord, the Righteous Judge, will reward to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all those who have loved His appearance.”



(9)  Heb 10:35, “Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which keeps on having great reward.”



(10)  Heb 11:6, “Now without confidence in doctrine [it is] impossible to please.  For it is necessary that the one coming to God believe that He is and keeps on proving to be a rewarder to those seeking Him.”



(11)  Heb 11:26, “because he considered the reproach associated with Christ as greater riches than the treasures of Egypt; for he kept on being intent on the reward.”



(12)  2 Jn 1:8, “Look out for yourselves, that you may not lose that which you have accomplished, but receive a full reward.”



(13)  Rev 3:11, “I come quickly; hold fast to what you have, so that no one takes away your reward.”



(14)  Rev 22:12, “‘Behold, I am coming soon; and My reward [is] with Me to reward each person according to his work.”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “That is the bond of universal brotherhood of the redeemed.  It breaks over the lines of nation, race, class, sex, everything.  No service is too small, even a cup of cold water, if done for Christ’s sake.”


b.  “It is not necessary to perform great miracles to prove our love for Christ.  When we lovingly receive a child or compassionately share a cup of cold water, we are giving evidence that we have the humble heart of a servant.”


c.  “With a solemn affirmation Jesus broadened His words to include activity besides exorcism.  Even one who performs the smallest act of hospitality in Jesus’ name, such as giving a cup of water to someone because he belongs to Christ will certainly not lose his reward.  He will ultimately be recompensed by participation in God’s kingdom, not on the basis of merit (a good deed) but because of God’s gracious promise to people of faith.”


d.  “It is not a question of whether one belongs to our particular group, whether he follows our ways; but does he belong to Christ?  If so, then whatever is done for such an one in the name of the Lord cannot fail of reward.”


e.  “The smallest service in doing honor to His name would not be forgotten of God.”


f.  “Those who treat Jesus’ agents well are in fact treating Jesus well, since in the early Jewish way of thinking ‘a man’s agent is as himself’.  Jesus adds that such hospitable treatment will not lose its reward.”


g.  “Here Jesus refers to those who are so poor that they have only water to give when a disciple comes to them.  Such people are very poor even by ancient standards (1 Kg 17:12).  This action reflects faith and hospitality one would normally show to teachers one respects (1 Kg 17:12–16; cf. Lk 11:5–6) but not to those one thought to be false (2 Jn 10).”


h.  “God is the rewarder, He can guarantee this; He will reward those who sincerely desire to see Christ glorified, regardless of what human instrument is the agent of this glory, and therefore are prepared to help any disciple in his or her efforts to serve Christ.”


i.  “Jesus solemnly promises that the one who declares himself ‘for us’ by this tangible action [of giving a cup of water] will not lose his reward.  He will have a place in the Kingdom of God with the disciples and with Jesus, with whom he has identified himself in this small way.”
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