John 1:1
Mark 9:40



 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “who.”  Then we have the negative OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the present state of being as a fact.  This might also be regarded as a gnomic present for a universal truth.


The active voice indicates that the indefinite person produces this state of being.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition KATA plus the ablative of opposition
 from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “against us.”

“For who is not against us,”
 is the preposition HUPER plus the genitive of advantage
 from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “for us.”  Finally, we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the present state of being as a fact.  This might also be regarded as a gnomic present for a universal truth.


The active voice indicates that the indefinite person produces this state of being.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“is for us.”
Mk 9:40 corrected translation
“For who is not against us, is for us.”
Explanation:
1.  “For who is not against us,”

a.  Jesus continues His answer to John and the other disciples about why they should not hinder the man who was not following Jesus and them, but performing miracles of exorcism in His name.  The reason is simple: a person is either for or against the Lord Jesus Christ.  There are no neutral parties in the angelic conflict.  You are either supporting the Lord Jesus Christ or Satan, whether you like it or not.  You are forced to pick sides.  Doing nothing puts you on the side of Satan automatically, because that is exactly what Satan wants every person to do with regard to believing in Christ—do nothing.


b.  The relative pronoun ‘who’ indicates that everyone is involved in the conflict between God and Satan.  Every angelic creature was involved and now every human creature is involved.  A person might object, “I didn’t ask to get into this fight.”  Too bad, you are in it and have to pick sides.  No choice is not a choice.  You make a choice my making a choice and you make a choice by not making a choice.


c.  The person who is not against the Trinity is the person who obeys the will of God the Father by believing in God the Son.

2.  “is for us.”

a.  The person who believes in the Lord Jesus Christ is for Christ.  He or she is on the Lord’s side in the angelic conflict against Satan and the operational demons.  By simply believing in Jesus you are on God’s side.  God isn’t asking very much of us.  He simply wants us to trust Him and believe what He says.  The reward for doing so is so awesome, it is indescribable in human language, which is why the Bible hardly describes the eternal state.


b.  So, this unknown believer was on God’s side in the angelic conflict.  He was fighting against Satan by exorcising demons.  He was doing the will of God the Father, and was therefore, for “us”—the members of the Trinity, the disciples, all elect angels, and all other believers in human history.  Therefore, Jesus had good reason to order the disciples to not hinder the man.


c.  Application to our spiritual life—don’t criticize the work of other believers in the function of their spiritual life and service for God, “You, who are you who keeps judging another’s house slave?  To his own lord he stands or falls.  In fact he will hold his ground, because the Lord is able to make him stand,” Rom 14:4.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “This profound saying throws a flood of light in every direction.  The complement of this saying is that in Mt 12:30: ‘He that is not with me is against me.’  Both are needed.  Some people imagine that they are really for Christ who refuse to take a stand in the open with him and for him.”


b.  “It was not necessary to be a direct follower of Jesus to share in a conflict which has cosmic dimensions; opposition to Satan unites the man to Jesus in his distinctive mission.  The sharp recognition of only two sides radicalizes the demand to welcome participation in the mission, even from unexpected quarters.”


c.  “Here Jesus shows that this same act of casting out demons is friendly to Himself, as it is hostile to Satan, and that he who shows himself thus friendly, cannot be at the same time hostile.”


d.  “This dictum could not apply to men who are merely indifferent to Jesus and thus not actively against Him.  Such indifference and coldness as a response to Jesus and His revelation would be ‘against’ Jesus in a most decided way.  To be lukewarm and neither hot nor cold is fatal.  Thus, not to be against Jesus means, indeed, to be for Him at least to some degree.  Whoever comes in contact with Jesus and develops no hostility toward Him and His is already to a degree won for Him and will soon confess it; but whoever comes in contact with Jesus and forms no attachment for Him is already to a degree against Him and will soon reveal it.”


e.  “Mk 9:40 should be compared with Mt 12:30.  Both statements declare the impossibility of neutrality when it comes to our relationship with Jesus Christ.  Since we cannot be neutral, if we are not for Him, we must be against Him; if we are not against Him, we must be for Him.  The anonymous exorcist was bringing glory to His name, so he had to be for the Savior and not against Him.”


f.  “‘Against us’ and ‘for us’ leave no room for neutrality. If one is working for Jesus, he cannot work against Him at the same time.  Though this man did not follow Jesus in exactly the same way as the Twelve, he nevertheless followed Him truly and stood against Satan.”


g.  “If one is not definitely arrayed against Him then he is to be considered as on His part.  This is something most of us forget.  But the Lord never spurns anyone who is seeking to know Him and to do His will.”


h.  “Jesus is speaking of the conflict between the kingdom of God and the forces of evil.  This is a conflict in which no one should be neutral.  Since Jesus is the divinely appointed agent for leading the battle against the forces of evil, those who wish to see the triumph of God’s cause must follow him.  If they do not, then whatever they may think themselves, they are effectively on the enemy’s side.”

� See Brooks & Winbery, Syntax of NT Greek, p. 29.


� See Brooks & Winbery, Syntax of NT Greek, p. 19.


� Robertson, A. (1933). Word Pictures in the New Testament (Mk 9:40). Nashville, TN: Broadman Press.


� Lane, p. 344.


� Gould, p. 177.


� Lenski, p. 398f.


� Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible Exposition Commentary (Mk 9:30). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.


� Grassmick, J. D. (1985). Mark. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures. (Mk 9:39–40). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.


� Ironside, H. A. (1948). Expository Notes on the Gospel of Mark. (p. 145). Neptune, NJ: Loizeaux Brothers.


� Kaiser, W. C., Jr., Davids, P. H., Bruce, F. F., & Brauch, M. T. (1996). Hard Sayings of the Bible (p. 467). Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity.





2
3

