John 1:1
Mark 9:36



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle of the verb LAMBANW, which means “to take.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb and can be translated “after taking.”

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular noun PAIDION, which means “a small child.”  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb HISTĒMI, which means “to set, place, put, or stand.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the third person neuter singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “it” (notice the neuter) and referring to the child.  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the neuter singular adjective MESOS, which means “in the middle; in the midst, among.”  With this we have the adverbial genitive of place from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “of them.”

“And after taking a small child, He set it [the child] in the middle of them,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative masculine singular aorist deponent middle participle of the verb ENAGKALIZOMAI, which means “to embrace; to take in one’s arms, hug someone Mk 9:36; 10:16.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (Jesus) producing the action.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb and can be translated “after hugging.”

Then we have the accusative direct object from the third person neuter singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “it” (notice the neuter) and referring to the child.  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say: He said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the dative indirect object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them” and referring to the disciples.

“and after hugging it [the child], He said to them,”
Mk 9:36 corrected translation
“And after taking a small child, He set it [the child] in the middle of them, and after hugging it [the child], He said to them,”
Explanation:
1.  “And after taking a small child, He set it [the child] in the middle of them,”

a.  Mark continues the story of Jesus teaching His disciples about who shall be the greater among them in the spiritual kingdom of heaven.  After summoning the disciples to Him, Jesus then takes a small child (a three to five year old) and sets that child in the middle of them.  The child will be the object lesson for the disciples.


b.  Whose child was it?  It doesn’t matter, which is why we are not told.  We can be sure that the mother of the child wasn’t far away, which indicates that there were more people in the house than just Jesus and His disciples.  It is probable that several of the disciples were married (as Peter was) and it could have been one of their children.  It is possible that it was Peter’s child, though had it been, you would think that Mark would have mentioned this.


c.  The child wasn’t afraid of Jesus, which was one object lesson for the disciples, who were afraid to answer His question about what they were discussing.  The child was willing to let Jesus take him/her and use him/her to help teach a lesson in humility.  This tells us that Jesus was no stranger to this child; for children generally tend to shy away from strangers.


d.  Setting the child in the middle of the disciples (or ‘among’ the disciples as some prefer to translate the preposition) teaches the object lesson that the disciples are going to have to be in the midst of other people.  Christianity is not a lifestyle of separate asceticism like the ‘hermits’ of the Middle Ages, who lived alone away from people in order to practice their spirituality without being tempted by others.

2.  “and after hugging it [the child], He said to them,”

a.  Then Jesus hugged the child and began teaching the disciples.  The gesture of hugging the child is the object lesson for the disciples of the Lord’s unconditional love for them.  He loved them as much as He loved that little child.  The disciples had no reason to fear Jesus or His questions, just as the child had no reason to fear Him.  By hugging the child, Jesus was hugging each of the disciples.


b.  How do the other gospel writers describe this scene?



(1)  Mt 18:1-3a, “At that time the disciples came to Jesus and said, ‘Who then is greatest in the kingdom of heaven?’  And He called a child to Himself and set it before them, and said,…”  Notice that Matthew leaves out the summons of Jesus and instead emphasizes the obedience of the disciples coming to Jesus.  Matthew also emphasizes the fact that the disciples finally answer Jesus’ question with a question of their own.  In addition, Matthew says nothing about the Lord’s affection for the child.



(2)  Lk 9:46-48a, “An argument started among them as to which of them might be the greater.  But Jesus, knowing what they were thinking in their heart, took a child and stood it by His side, and said to them,…”  Luke emphasizes the position of the child at the side of Jesus after Jesus had hugged the child.
3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “He called a little child, one there in the house, perhaps Peter’s child.”


b.  “Jesus uses the child as a rebuke [really?  Where in the context does it say Jesus was rebuking them?  He was teaching, not rebuking.] to the disciples.  The answer to the question as to who is greatest, is found in the character of the child, the most childlike and trustful, the least self-conscious and self-sufficient.”


c.  “To teach them (and us) a lesson on honor, Jesus set a child before them and explained that the way to be first is to be last, and the way to be last is to be the servant of all.  The unspoiled child is an example of submission and humility.  A child knows he is a child and acts like a child, and that is his secret of attracting love and care.  The child who tries to impress us by acting like an adult does not get the same attention.”


d.  “To illustrate servanthood Jesus set a little child from the home (perhaps Peter’s child) among the disciples.  To be a ‘servant of all’ included giving attention to a child, the least significant person in Jewish as well as Greco-Roman society which idealized the mature adult.”


e.  “Two passages relate to the reception of children: the incident of the child in the midst at Mk 9:36–37 and the blessing of children at Mk 10:13–16.  In the first story, set against the background of the low social status of children, the child is welcomed and serves as an object lesson for the disciples.”


f.  “Children felt they could trust the Lord Jesus. His very grace and gentleness attracted them to Him.  So the little one came at His bidding and wonderingly took his place among the surprised disciples.”


g.  “The desire of being first shows only fitness to be last.  Such a desire reveals nothing but self.  Humility must ever be a leading characteristic of the disciple.  Then He illustrates it by the small child He took in His arms.  Such in dependence, humbleness in mind and confidence, the disciples must be to enjoy His fellowship.”


h.  “Jesus will give an object lesson to those who would desire to be first (or greatest).  If Jesus spoke in Aramaic, then there may also be a deliberate wordplay, for the word for child is the same as the word for servant in Aramaic—talya.  If one wants to be first, he must be last of all and the servant/child of all.”


i.  “The example of selflessness which Jesus placed before His disciples, a Jewish child, had no rights under their law until sonship was conferred on him by a specific act of his father—usually at the age of twelve (the Barmitzvah ceremony); prior to that event he was under the absolute authority of his father.  Jesus, by using a child to illustrate His point, indicated that a Christian is under the authority of His Father and has no rights to press.”


j.  “The feature of child–nature which forms the special point of comparison is its unpretentiousness.  Early childhood knows nothing of those distinctions of rank which are the offspring of human pride, and the prizes coveted by human ambition.  A king’s child will play without scruple with a beggar’s, thereby unconsciously asserting the insignificance of the things in which men differ, compared with the things that are common to all.  What children are unconsciously, that Jesus requires His disciples to be voluntarily and deliberately.  They are not to be pretentious and ambitious, like the grown children of the world, but meek and lowly of heart; disregarding rank and distinctions, thinking not of their place in the kingdom, but giving themselves up in simplicity of spirit to the service of the King.”


k.  “The disciples are to identify themselves with children and become ‘the little ones’ who have no basis for pretensions to greatness.”


l.  “The use of a child as a teaching aid has explicitly to do with status, not with any character traits supposedly typical of children.  The child represents the lowest order in the social scale, the one who is under the authority and care of others and who has not yet achieved the right of self-determination.”
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