John 1:1
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

 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle of the verb KATHIZW, which means “to sit down.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb and can be translated “after sitting down.”

Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb PHWNEW, which means “to call to oneself; to summon.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and cardinal adjective DWDEKA, meaning “the twelve.”  Then we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, meaning “to say: said.”


The present tense is a historical present, which describes the past action as though occurring right now for the sake of vividness or liveliness in the narrative.  It is translated by the English past tense.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them” and referring to the disciples.

“And after sitting down, He summoned the twelve and said to them,”
 is the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “If” and it’s true.  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “anyone.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb THELW, which means “to wish, will, or want.”


The present tense is a descriptive and customary present, describing what is now going on with the disciples and is a typical action among men.


The active voice indicates that the indefinite “anyone” produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the ordinal adjective PRWTOS, meaning “first.”  With this we have the present active infinitive from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which regards the state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the indefinite “anyone” produces the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the meaning of the main verb ‘to want’.

“‘If anyone wants to be first,”
 is the future deponent middle indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: he shall be.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.  This might also be considered a gnomic future, which states what will always happen, if the proper conditions are present.  Wallace and Robertson see this as a volitive (imperative) future, where the future tense is used instead of the imperative mood to express a command.


The deponent middle voice functions in an active sense and indicates that the indefinite “anyone” shall produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the ablative of the whole from the masculine plural adjective PAS, meaning “of all” plus the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective ESCHATOS, meaning “the last.”  This is followed by the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the ablative of the whole from the masculine plural adjective PAS, meaning “of all” plus the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun DIAKONOS, meaning “the servant.”

“he shall be the last of all and the servant of all.’”
Mk 9:35 corrected translation
“And after sitting down, He summoned the twelve and said to them, ‘If anyone wants to be first, he shall be the last of all and the servant of all.’”
Explanation:
1.  “And after sitting down, He summoned the twelve and said to them,”

a.  Mark continues Jesus’ encounter with His selfish disciples.  He knew what they had been discussing as they walked to Capernaum.  Their silence and refusal to answer His question spoke volumes about their guilt and shame.  All of them thought they were better than the others, and this kind of mental attitude would do them no good in the coming kingdom.

b.  Jesus was so disappointed with them, He had to sit down before teaching them.  Sitting down was the normal position for a teacher to use, when teaching his students for a protracted period of time.  This teaching was not going to be ‘one-liner’ and we’re done.  Jesus was going to take His time and make His point, so that they would not forget it.  “Most depictions of the schools of antiquity show the teachers sitting.  Jesus almost always sits to teach (Mt 5:1; 13:1f.; 15:29; 24:3; 26:55; Mk 4:1; 9:35; 13:3; Lk 5:3; Jn 6:3; 8:2).  We see from Mt 23:2; Mk 2:6; Lk 5;17 that in so doing He follows Rabbinic custom, though with no desire to emphasize any particular dignity.”


c.  Therefore, after sitting down, He called for the disciples to come to Him.  Not stated, but implied, is that He had them all sit in front of Him as He spoke to them.  It should be noticed before we get into exactly what Jesus said that He was not angry, upset or cross with them.  Instead, He took the opportunity to teach them the correct mental attitude they would need to succeed in their spiritual life.  The sitting position demonstrates His patience with them.

2.  “‘If anyone wants to be first,”

a.  The Lord begins His teaching with a simple principle that can be easily remembered.  The principle is put in the form of a first class conditional statement.  The first class conditional statement in Greek states something that is true, a fact, a condition or state of being that is typically and generally true.  The subject “anyone” indicates the universality of the application of this principle.  It is true for anyone in any place at any time.


b.  The fact is that people are in competition with each other and want to be first or win.  The nature of people is to be the winner, to be first, to do better than others.  The disciples have clearly manifested this function of the nature of man by their discussion of which of them was the greater.  Therefore, Jesus takes the position that the disciples do want to be first; they do want to succeed spiritually; they do want to be mature believers; they do want to please the Lord.  Paul takes this same position, when he says:



(1)  1 Cor 9:24, “Do you not know that those who run in the stadium on the one hand all run, but on the other hand only one person receives the prize?  Run in this way: that you might win.”



(2)  2 Tim 4:7-8, “I have fought the good fight; I have completed the mission; I have guarded and observed the doctrine.  In the future a wreath of righteousness is reserved for me, which the Lord, the Righteous Judge, will reward to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all those who have loved His appearance.”


c.  There is nothing wrong with wanting to be successful in the spiritual life.  The Lord wanted His disciples to be successful, but in the right way with the right mental attitude.

3.  “he shall be the last of all and the servant of all.’”

a.  Having established the goal of the spiritual life—to be first—the Lord now explains the means of attaining that goal.  In order to be first in the spiritual life, the leader must be the servant of everyone else.  This is the exact opposite of how the world currently functions under Satan’s system.


b.  The winner must be last of all other people.  The winner believer must be the servant of all others.  Jesus demonstrated this by washing the disciples feet before the last supper.  He also demonstrated this on the Cross by His willingness to sacrifice Himself for the salvation of everyone else.  Remember our Lord’s attitude during the First Advent: Phil 2:5-6, “Keep on thinking this within you, which also [was] in Christ Jesus, Who, although He existed in the essence of God, He did not think to be equal with God a gain to be seized,”… Phil 2:8, “He humbled Himself, by becoming obedient to the point of [spiritual] death; that is, the death produced by the cross.”


c.  The greater believers in the spiritual life are those who give up what they want to provide for the needs of others.  For example, Paul sacrificed the ‘great’ life he had as a Pharisee to be an apostle to the Gentiles—a service, which meant the following: “Are they servants of Christ?  (I am speaking irrationally) I, to an even greater degree: in far greater hardships, in far more prisons, in much greater beatings, in danger of death frequently.  Five times I was given the thirty-nine [lashes] by the Jews.  Three times I was beaten with rods; once I was stoned; three times I was shipwrecked; I have spent twenty-four hours adrift at sea.  On road-journeys many times, in dangers from rivers, in dangers from criminals, in dangers from the people [Jews], in dangers from Gentiles, in dangers in the city, in dangers in the desert, in dangers in the sea, in dangers by pseudo-believers.  In toil and exertion, in sleepless nights many times, in hunger and thirst, in situations without food many times, in cold and lack of sufficient clothing.  In addition to the external sufferings [there is] the daily pressure on me, the care of all the churches,” 2 Cor 11:23-28.  There is a perfect example of what the Lord expected of His disciples.


d.  Compare the following synonymous teachings:



(1)  Mk 10:31; Mt 19:30, “But many [who are] first will be last; and [the] last, first.”



(2)  Mt 20:16, “So the last shall be first, and the first last.”



(3)  Lk 13:30, “And behold, [some] are last who will be first and [some] are first who will be last.”



(4)  Mk 10:43-44, “But it is not this way among you, but whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your servant; and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be slave of all.”


e.  Rank and social standing meant everything in the Roman Empire and world at the time Jesus spoke.  The disciples were far down on the social ladder with no hope of climbing any higher.  They desperately desired the institution of the kingdom of God, in order to improve their political, economic, and social standing.  What they didn’t understand was that the kingdom that Jesus was instituting first was a spiritual kingdom, where genuine humility and the mental attitude of thoughtfulness and care for others would reign supreme.  This was the great principle taught in the Sermon on the Mount, which the disciples had completely forgotten.  When Jesus said that the meek would inherit the earth, He was stating the same basic principle He is stating here.  The disciples didn’t understand then and they are having difficulty with the concept now.  Jesus’ words were so foreign to their thinking that they just couldn’t relate to what He was saying.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Every word here betokens a deliberate attempt to school the disciples in humility.  The Master takes His seat, calls His scholars with a magisterial tone.  The intention of the Master is not to enact a penal provision against seeking the mastery, but to point out the way to true greatness.  The spirit of service is the passport to eminence in the Kingdom of God, for it is the spirit of the Master who Himself became servant of all.  The ‘if’ Jesus uses is the particle of a fulfilled condition.  Jesus recognizes that they wanted to be first.”
  Notice that Jesus did not criticize them for wanting to be first.  There is nothing wrong with wanting to do your best spiritually.  It just requires the right mental attitude of genuine humility, which motivates the proper service to others.

b.  “After sitting down, the recognized position of a Jewish teacher (cf. Mt 5:1; 13:1), Jesus summoned the Twelve.  He taught them the essence of true greatness: If anyone wants to be first, to have the highest position among the ‘great’ in God’s kingdom, he must be the very last (by deliberate, voluntary choice) and the servant of all.  Here ‘servant’ (diakonos) depicts one who attends to the needs of others freely, not one in a servile position (as a doulos, a slave).  Jesus did not condemn the desire to improve one’s position in life but He did teach that greatness in His kingdom was not determined by status but by service.”


c.  “Mk 9:35 clearly teaches that officiousness [volunteering one’s services where they are neither asked nor needed
] and authoritarianism have no place in Christ’s evaluation of a believer.  Five times the Gospels specify that, ‘The first shall be last,’ so the Holy Spirit patently seeks to impress this principle of dedicated, submitted service on us.  The true Christian is the servant of all, not the slave of all.  He is, or should be, a slave, but the slave of Christ.  He can own no other Master, but he can, at the order of his Master, be the servant of all.  There can be no authority other than the authority of Christ.  Will we ever learn this lesson?  We know it so well, yet live it so poorly.”


d.  “Jesus is not averse to the ambition of His disciples to be greater than others; He encourages that ambition in all of them.  He does more, He urges all to strive to be first, not merely to be greater than some others but to be the greatest.  He shows that this is actually possible for all of them.  But He corrects the false, earthly idea of greatness that was in the minds of the disputing disciples by laying before them the true, spiritual reality of greatness.  This He urges them to attain.  And He urges them mightily by showing that its attainment is possible for them all.”


e.  “The order of life for the disciples in their relationship to each other is to be the service of love.  By transforming the question of greatness into the task-orientation of service, Jesus established a new pattern for human relationships which leaves no occasion for strife or opposition toward one another.”
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