John 1:1
Mark 9:29



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say: He said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them” and referring to the disciples

“And He said to them,”
 is the nominative subject from the demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, used as an adjective and meaning “This” plus the neuter singular article and noun GENOS, meaning “kind” and referring to the kind of demon this unclean spirit was.  Then we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the neuter singular cardinal adjective OUDEIS, meaning “by nothing.”  Then we have the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb DUNAMAI, which means “to be able.”


The present tense is a static present for a state or condition that perpetually exists.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the subject (this kind of demon) producing the action of not being able to do something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

With this we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb EXERCHOMAI, which means “to come or go out.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that this kind of demon produced the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the meaning of the verb DUNAMAI.

This is followed by the combination of the conditional particle EI plus the negative MĒ, meaning “except.”  Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the feminine singular noun PROSEUCHĒ, meaning “by prayer.”

“‘This kind is able to come out by nothing except by prayer.’”

The phrase “and fasting” is found in many late manuscripts, but is not part of the original text, being absent from the best early manuscripts.  “In light of the increasing emphasis in the early church on the necessity of fasting, it is understandable that ‘and fasting’ is a gloss [a scribal addition] that found its way into most witnesses.  Among the witnesses that resisted such an accretion are important representatives of the Alexandrian and the Western types of text [Codex Sinaiticus and Vaticanus].”

Mk 9:29 corrected translation
“And He said to them, ‘This kind is able to come out by nothing except by prayer.’”
Explanation:
1.  “And He said to them,”

a.  Jesus and the disciples are in a house somewhere near Caesarea Philippi, after Jesus has exorcised a demon from the boy who was deaf, mute and having epileptic type seizures.  The disciples had been unable to exorcise the demon and had been embarrassed publicly by the scribes because of their failure.


b.  Now that they are alone in some house with Jesus, they are able to ask Him privately why they were not able to do what He had previously empowered them to do—have authority over demons.  Jesus now explains why they failed to help the boy and his father.

2.  “‘This kind is able to come out by nothing except by prayer.’”

a.  The subject “This kind” refers to the type of demon that they and Jesus were dealing with.  This was a particular type of demon that was more powerful than the normal rank and file demon.  As mentioned by Paul in Eph 6:12 and Col 2:15 (“Having disarmed the rulers [angelic general officers] and the authorities [angelic field grade officers], He [God the Father] disgraced them publicly, having forced them to march in a triumphal procession because of it [the Cross].”) there are different kinds of demons with differing degrees of authority and power.  The particular demon the disciples confronted was either an angelic general officer type demon or an angelic field grade officer type demon.


b.  The phrase “is able to come out by nothing except prayer” does not apply to Jesus.  This is proven by the fact that Jesus ordered the demon to come out and it did so.  No apparent prayer was offered by Jesus.  This phrase applies to the disciples.  They don’t have the power or authority to order this kind of demon around and have it obey because they are not divine.  Jesus is divine and has the authority to simply order the demon and it obeys.  The disciples must rely on the power of God in order to make this demon obey.  They had to ask for the help of God the Father, which they apparently did not do.  They could not exorcise the demon alone, but needed the help of God.  Since they failed to ask for divine help, the demon was not ordered by God to leave the boy.


c.  Prayer would have called for the action of God the Father.  Jesus didn’t need to call for the action of God the Father, but already had authority over this type of demon by virtue of the fact He is the Son of God and came to defeat Satan and his angelic forces of evil.  That was part of His mission in the First Advent.  Jesus didn’t need to ask for the help of God the Father, which had already been given to Him as a part of His first advent.


d.  Therefore, Jesus is simply telling the disciples that had they had enough faith in God the Father to ask for His help, they would have received it immediately and the demon would have been removed.  Instead they depended upon themselves rather than the power of God and naturally failed.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The addition of ‘and of fasting’ does not appear in the two best Greek manuscripts (Aleph and B).  It is clearly a late addition to help explain the failure.  But it is needless and also untrue.  Prayer is what the nine had failed to use.  They were powerless because they were prayerless.  Their self-complacency spelled defeat. Mt 17:20 has ‘because of your little faith’. That is true also.  They had too much faith in themselves, too little in Christ.  They had trusted to the semi-magical power with which they thought themselves invested.  Spirits of such malignity were quick to discern the lack of moral power and would yield to no other.”


b.  “The main lesson of this miracle is the power of faith to overcome the enemy.  Why had the nine disciples failed?  Because they had been careless in their personal spiritual walk [Mark says nothing about their carelessness; Mark says they didn’t ask for God’s help] and had neglected prayer and fasting [‘fasting’ isn’t even in the text].  The authority that Jesus had given them was effective only if exercised by faith, but faith must be cultivated through spiritual discipline and devotion [no it didn’t; they needed to ask for the Father’s help; not cultivate their own discipline—that’s works].  It may be that the absence of their Lord, or His taking the three disciples with Him and leaving them behind, had dampened their spiritual fervor and diminished their faith [this is pure speculation].  Not only did their failure embarrass them, but it also robbed the Lord of glory and gave the enemy opportunity to criticize.”
  Notice that this commentator’s statements are loaded with legalism.

c.  “The disciples had failed because they had not prayerfully depended on God’s power. Apparently they had trusted in past successes (cf. 6:7, 13) and had failed.  Nearly all major ancient Greek manuscripts have ‘prayer and fasting’ [but not the two best manuscripts] at the end of Mk 9:29.  Perhaps the words were added early by some scribes to the textual tradition to support asceticism [that is exactly what the scribes were doing].  But the words, if original [but they are not], refer to a practical means of focusing one’s attention more fully on God for a specific purpose, for a limited period of time.”
  Notice that this commentator is subtlety but desperately attempting to justify the need for fasting in the Christian life.


d.  “Some manuscripts omit the last two words, and yet there seems to be a measure of evidence for their authority.”
  There is no measure of authority for scribal additions to the original text in order to justify a legalistic practice.


e.  “Probably the original text only spoke of prayer, not prayer and fasting, being necessary to perform this sort of exorcism, although various of the church fathers thought otherwise.  Tertullian, for example, says, ‘Fasting is the weapon of choice for battling with the more dreadful demons’.  But as Schweizer says, these later copyists who added ‘and fasting’ misunderstood this passage, thinking ‘prayer alone seemed too simple.  They were not able to perceive that what is simplest and most taken for granted is really most important, since it causes one to cease looking at himself, and look to God.  Mark wants to proclaim that this kind of discipleship does not result from the effectiveness of one’s own piety but only from the action of God.”
  (My underline added.)  This commentator hit the nail on the head.  This is exactly Mark’s point.


f.  “Fasting, prayer, and alsmgiving were three highly regarded acts of piety within Judaism which Christians quickly adopted as their own, but with modification.  Although extolled separately, they were often mentioned in combination; e.g., prayer and fasting; fasting and almsgiving, almsgiving and prayer.  Whenever one act stood alone in a document, scribes were prone to add one or another.  This propensity accounts for several variant readings in the ancient manuscripts.”


g.  “The phrase ‘This kind’ is an indication that there are different types of demons.  It seems that the one indwelling this boy was unusually vicious and powerful.  From Jesus’ previous remark about unbelief (v. 19) and from the statement in this verse concerning the need of prayer, it is apparent that the nine disciples had attempted to cast out the demon without relying upon God’s power.  Unbelief and prayerlessness are sure to result in spiritual impotency. Many of the best Greek manuscripts omit the reference to fasting, as well as the parallel passage in Mt 17:21.  It is to be noted that there would have been no opportunity for the disciples to meet this situation with fasting, but they surely could have trusted and prayed.”
  Exactly!  When did the disciples have time for fasting?  With people coming to them every day for help they would never have eaten.


h.  “Were the disciples so confident in their own authority that they had attempted an exorcism without turning to God for help?  An immediate and instinctive appeal for divine power might be expected to be the natural response of those who have been with Jesus.  If ‘and fasting’ is part of the text, the situation is rather different, since fasting is not achieved in a moment: ‘prayer and fasting’ suggests a régime rather than the immediate response to a crisis.  [We should remember that Jesus ruled out obligatory fasting for the disciples while He is still with them Mk 2:19.]  The disciples have become blasé and thought of themselves as now the natural experts in such a case, and they must learn that in spiritual conflict there is no such automatic power.  Their public humiliation has been a necessary part of their re-education to the principles of the kingdom of God.”


i.  “In the case of this boy any fasting on the part of the disciples was impossible.  The boy was brought to them, there was no time for fasting, there was time only for prayer; they could not postpone the effort to free the boy to such a time as they might feel themselves ready.”


j.  “Jesus’ response contains at least the implicit criticism that the disciples had failed because they had not acted in prayer and sincere faith.  The disciples had been tempted to believe that the gift they had received from Jesus was in their control and could be exercised at their disposal.  This was a subtle form of unbelief, for it encouraged them to trust in themselves rather than in God.”


k.  “‘and fasting’ is an evident gloss.  It is one of the things that a later asceticism imported into the spiritual teaching of Jesus.  What was lacking was prayer, which is the expression of faith considered as dependence on the Divine power and confidence in that.”
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