John 1:1
Mark 9:16



 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EPERWTAW, which means “to ask.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “them” and referring to the disciples.

“And He asked them,”
 is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular interrogative use of the relative pronoun TIS, meaning “What?”  Then we have the second person plural present active indicative from the verb SUZĒTEW, which means “to discuss.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what is occurring at this moment.


The active voice indicates that the nine disciples are producing the action of having a discussion with a group of scribes.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

Finally, we have the preposition PROS plus the accusative of relationship from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “with them” and referring to the scribes.

“‘What are you discussing with them?’”
Mk 9:16 corrected translation
“And He asked them, ‘What are you discussing with them?’”
Explanation:
1.  “And He asked them,”

a.  Jesus, Peter, James, and John have just returned from the mount of transfiguration to the villages outside of Caesarea Philippi.  The other nine disciples have been asked by a certain man to heal his demon-possessed son.  They have not been able to do so in the name of Jesus or by the power, which Jesus had formerly given them to do so (Mk 3:15).  Therefore, the nine disciples have been confronted by a group of scribes, who started a debate with them, which has turned into a heated argument.  A crowd formed to see if the disciples could heal the boy, but are now watching the argument.  At this point Jesus arrives with the other three disciples and is noticed by the crowd, which then runs to greet Him.


b.  The Lord focuses His full attention on the disciples and asks them the question.  He is interested in hearing the accusation of the scribes.  He wants to know if the scribes are publically proclaiming before the crowd that He is not the Messiah.  Notice that even though Jesus is omniscient in His deity, He does not use His deity to help Himself in this situation, but has to ask what His disciples were discussing, debating, arguing with the scribes about.


c.  Scholars (such as Ironside, Mills, Gould, Lane, Lenski and France) state that the object “them” refers to the scribes.  In verse 14 we have the phrase “scribes arguing with them.”  The disciples are the subject of the participle ‘discussing’.  They are the ones producing the action.  Therefore, in the question that follows the subject “you” is also the disciples.  They initiated the action with the scribes.  Therefore the “them” of this clause and the “you” of the question are the disciples.  Jesus addresses His question to the disciples.  France disagrees and says that the question is addressed to the scribes.

2.  “‘What are you discussing with them?’”

a.  Mark then relates to us the direct question of Jesus.  The Lord wanted to hear what His disciples had to say.  He knew that the scribes would not give Him a direct or full answer.  Also, by not engaging the scribes first, Jesus lays the responsibility for telling the truth on the shoulders of His disciples.  Jesus does not verbally attack or slander the scribes.  He is not cross, stern, or upset in any way with His disciples.  He is simply seeking truthful information, in order to settle the dispute.


b.  The disciples hesitate to answer immediately, perhaps because of their shame at not being able to heal the demon possessed boy.  Therefore, since the disciples are hesitating to answer, the father with the demon possessed boy speaks up.  Though the answer to Jesus’ question is never directly stated in Mark’s story, the implication is that the scribes were discussing with the nine disciples their failure to heal the boy, which implied that Jesus was not the Messiah, since they would make their attempt at exorcising this demon in the name of Jesus and it didn’t work.  Because of the failure of the disciples, the scribes would immediately accuse them of attempting to heal by the authority of someone who was nothing more than a fake healer.  The disciples would then defend the name, honor, and person of their Lord.  And so the argument would ensue.  The father is tired of hearing the excuses of the disciples and just wants his son healed.  Therefore, he immediately focuses Jesus’ attention on his problem rather than the problem of the disciples of Jesus.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus had noticed the embarrassment of the nine and at once takes hold of the situation.”


b.  “This is a bona fide request for information; the human mind of Christ acquires knowledge by ordinary means.”


c.  “The scribes were delighted by the failure of the disciples and taunted them and shamed them before the crowd; and the disciples were defending themselves as best they could.  The situation was painful indeed.”
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