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

 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the temporal adverb EUTHUS, meaning “immediately.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective PAS plus the article and noun OCHLOS, meaning “the entire crowd.”  This is followed by the nominative masculine plural aorist active participle of the verb EIDON, which means “to see.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the entire crowd produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb and can be translated “after seeing.”

Then we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him” and referring to Jesus.

“And immediately, the entire crowd, after seeing Him,”
 is the third person plural aorist passive indicative from the verb EKTHAMBEW, which means “to be utterly amazed.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the crowd received the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative masculine plural present active participle of the verb PROSTRECHW, which means “to run up to someone.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, which describes what is taking place at that moment.


The active voice indicates that the people in the crowd are producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the third person plural imperfect deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb ASPAZOMAI, which means “to greet; to welcome; to say hello to.”


The imperfect tense is an ingressive imperfect, which describes entrance into an action or the beginning of a continuing action.  It is translated “they began to greet.”


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the crowd producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him” and referring to Jesus.

“was utterly amazed, and running up, they began to greet Him.”
Mk 9:15 corrected translation
“And immediately, the entire crowd, after seeing Him, was utterly amazed, and running up, they began to greet Him.”
Explanation:
1.  “And immediately, the entire crowd, after seeing Him,”

a.  Jesus with Peter, James, and John have returned from Mount Hermon and have come back to where they had left the other nine disciples in the villages outside the city of Caesarea Philippi.  The nine disciples are engaged in a discussion that has turned into an argument with a group of scribes (some were probably local scribes and others were probably from Jerusalem).  A crowd has formed and surrounded the scribes and disciples of Jesus, watching and listening to the debate/argument.  The crowd was paying no attention to the four men walking toward them, since a lot of people had come and joined the crowd.


b.  Then someone in the crowd recognized Jesus approaching with the other three disciples.  Someone probably shouted, “There’s Jesus.”  Everyone turned to look, and more people recognized Him.  Very quickly everyone in the crowd knew it was Jesus and the discussion with the nine disciples came to a screeching halt.

2.  “was utterly amazed, and running up, they began to greet Him.”

a.  The entire crowd was utterly amazed.  But what were they amazed at?  Scholars in the past have suggested that they were amazed at the fading glory on the face of Jesus, just as Moses had to cover his face.  This is completely wrong, since Jesus had told the three disciples on the way down the mountain that they were to tell no one what they had seen.  A display of the glory of God on the face of Jesus would completely contradict His instructions to the disciples.  The people were amazed that Jesus showed up at just the right time to (1) help the demon-possessed boy and (2) settle the argument with the scribes.  These people were probably also amazed that Jesus had actually shown up in their territory, since He had not been there before during the previous three years of His public ministry.  They had heard all about Him, but had never actually seen Him.  That crowd reacted no differently than a crowd would react today upon seeing some famous person in a public place.  People would rush to see that person.


b.  And after running up to Jesus and the other three disciples everyone wanted to shake His hand, pat Him on the back, say hello, etc.  Everyone wanted to introduce themselves and meet Jesus, so they could say, “I met Jesus,” “I shook His hand,” “I got His autograph” or some other thing to indicate their acquaitence with a famous person.  Remember that this was the first time Jesus had been to this territory.  He had not been rejected here as He had been rejected in Galilee (Jn 6:66).  This is the only place in the gospels where a crowd is said to respectfully welcome Jesus.


c.  We can easily imagine the sigh of relief from the other nine disciples of Jesus upon His arrival.  We can also imagine the sudden plotting of the scribes to trap Jesus in some misstatement or wrong action.  The crowd has just gone gaga over the presence of such a celebrity as Jesus, as well they should.  The other three disciples are probably saying to themselves: “If they only knew what we saw a few hours ago.”  The Lord had mixed emotions.  On the one hand He would view the evil of the scribes with disdain and on the other hand He would be grateful and joyful at the reception of the crowd.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Their astonishment was not due to some afterglow from the transfiguration but to the unexpected yet opportune presence of Jesus in their midst.”


b.  “Most scribes did not claim the power to work miracles, in contrast to Jesus’ disciples.   Teachers of the law knew the Bible better than the disciples did, so if the disciples could not demonstrate God’s power in other ways, they risked their credibility.”


c.  “The explanations of this amazement can all be reduced to two possibilities.  One, they were amazed because of the remaining glow of the Transfiguration on Jesus’ face.  Two, the amazement was caused by the opportune but unexpected appearance of Jesus at the moment of the embarrassing defeat of the nine disciples.  The first view is rendered improbable by the absence of any statement concerning a continuing glow on Jesus’ face.”


d.  “The disciples’ failure [to heal the demon possessed boy] has given the scribes further grounds for skepticism [about Jesus being the Messiah].  The crowd, on the other hand, appears to be well disposed, at least in the welcome they give to Jesus, perhaps already hoping for a more successful treatment of the boy’s condition.  Their leaving the disciples and running up to greet Jesus emphasizes the distinction between the Master and His followers.”
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