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 is the adversative use of the conjunction ALLA, meaning “But” plus the first person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say: I say.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now occurring and an aoristic present for a present dogmatic fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus is producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you” and referring to the three disciples.  This is followed by the conjunction HOTI, which is used here to indicate indirect discourse and is translated “that.”  Then we have the ascensive or adverbial use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “indeed; in fact.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun ĒLIAS, meaning “Elijah.”  Then we have the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes a past, completed action and is translated with the use of the English auxiliary verb “has.”


The active voice indicates that Elijah has produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“But I say to you that Elijah has indeed come,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb POIEW, which means “to do: they did.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the leadership of Israel produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to him” and referring to John the Baptist (Elijah).  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter plural quantitative relative pronoun HOSOS, meaning “whatever; as mush as.”  Then we have the third person plural imperfect active indicative from the verb THELW, which means “to wish, want, or will.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuing past action.


The active voice indicates that the leadership of Israel, especially Herod Antipas produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“and they did to him whatever they wanted,”
 is the comparative conjunction KATHWS, meaning “just as” plus the third person singular perfect passive indicative from the verb GRAPHW, which means “to be written: it stands written.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes the present state of being as a result of a past, completed action.


The passive voice indicates that the prophecy about Elijah/John the Baptist as the forerunner or herald of the Messiah received the action of being written.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the preposition EPI plus the accusative of reference from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “about him.”  The preposition EPI is used here as a “marker indicating the one to whom, for whom, or about whom something is done, meaning: to, on, about with the accusative case as in ‘the one about whom this was said’ Heb 7:13; Mk 9:12-13f; Rom 4:9; 1 Tim 1:18.”

“just as it stands written about him.’”
Mk 9:13 corrected translation
“But I say to you that Elijah has indeed come, and they did to him whatever they wanted, just as it stands written about him.’”
Explanation:
1.  “But I say to you that Elijah has indeed come,”

a.  Jesus has just told Peter, James, and John that “Indeed, Elijah, after coming first, restores all things.”  Now He adds that fact that Elijah has indeed already come.  So was Jesus referring to the appearance of Elijah with Moses on the mountain of transfiguration or was He referring to another time or another person?  If Elijah has already come, then is Jesus referring to the historical appearance of Elijah several hundred years ago in Jewish history or to a different past time?

b.  As we discover from Mt 17:13 (“Then the disciples understood that He had spoken to them about John the Baptist.”), the disciples understood that Jesus had spoken to them about John the Baptist.  John the Baptist was the “Elijah” of the First Advent.  Elijah himself will return as the “Elijah,” who is one of the two witnesses and heralds of the Second Advent of the Messiah.  This occurs during the Tribulation (see Rev 11:3-13).


c.  The prophecy of Mal 4:5-6 has a near and far fulfillment in human history.  The near fulfillment was the ministry of John the Baptist as the ‘Elijah’ and herald of the First Advent of the Messiah.  The far fulfillment will be the ministry of Elijah himself, who returns as one of the two witnesses of Rev 11 during the Tribulation as the herald of the Second Advent of the Messiah.  The Lord’s reference to Elijah here is a reference to the ministry of John the Baptist during the First Advent of the Messiah.


d.  Mt 11:14, “And if you are willing to accept [it], John himself is Elijah who was to come.”
2.  “and they did to him whatever they wanted,”

a.  The Lord then adds a note about what the political and religious leaders of Israel did to John the Baptist—they did to him whatever they wanted, which is a reference to his arrest, imprisonment and beheading by Herod Antipas, the political ruler of Galilee.  The subject “they” includes more than just Herod.  It also refers to the religious leaders of Israel, who did nothing to object to the arrest and murder of John.  They were not sorry to see John die.  He was a thorn in their side.  Lk 7:30, “But the Pharisees and the lawyers rejected God’s purpose for themselves, not having been baptized by John.”

b.  The scribes and Pharisees were just as antagonistic to Jesus’ cousin John as they were to Jesus Himself.  They were as opposed to John’s teaching about the coming Messiah as they were opposed to Jesus proving that He was the Messiah.


c.  The same opposition and hatred toward Elijah and Moses will exist during the Tribulation from the Antichrist and False Prophet of Israel.  Rev 11:7-12, “And when they have finished their testimony, the beast-monster who ascends from the Abyss will make war against them; and he will conquer them and kill them.  And then their corpses [will be displayed] in the street of the great city, which is called figuratively Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified.  And those from the peoples and tribes and languages and nations will view their corpse for three and a half days.  Furthermore they did not permit their corpses to be placed into a grave.  And the inhabitants on the earth will rejoice over them, that is, they will both celebrate and send gifts to one another, because these two prophets had tormented the inhabitants on the earth.  And after three and a half days the breath of life from God entered into them.  And then they stood on their feet and great fear fell on those who were viewing them.  And then they heard a great voice from heaven saying to them, ‘Come up here’.  And so they went up into heaven in a cloud, and their enemies observed them.”

3.  “just as it stands written about him.’”

a.  The Lord then adds that the coming of John the Baptist (and Elijah prior to the Second Advent) was predicted in Scripture.



(1)  Mal 3:1, “‘Behold, I am going to send My messenger, and he will clear the way before Me.  And the Lord, whom you seek, will suddenly come to His temple; and the messenger of the covenant, in whom you delight, behold, He is coming,’ says the Lord of the armies.”



(2)  Mal 4:5-6, “Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and terrible day of the Lord.  He will restore the hearts of the fathers to [their] children and the hearts of the children to their fathers, so that I will not come and smite the land with a curse.”


b.  The Lord Himself explained that these verses in Malachi refer to John the Baptist as the ‘Elijah’ of His first advent: Mt 11:9-14, “But what did you go out to see?  A prophet?  Yes, I tell you, and one who is more than a prophet.  This is the one about whom it is written, ‘Behold, I send My messenger ahead of You, who will prepare Your way before You.’  Truly I say to you, among those born of women there has not arisen anyone greater than John the Baptist! Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.  From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and violent men take it by force.  For all the prophets and the Law prophesied until John.  And if you are willing to accept [it], John himself is Elijah who was to come.”  Notice that this was said by Jesus prior to the beheading of John.  This is why the three disciples understood that Jesus was speaking about John the Baptist, when He said, “Elijah has indeed come.”


c.  Compare also Lk 1:13-17, “But the angel said to him, ‘Do not be afraid, Zacharias [the father of John the Baptist], for your petition has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will give him the name John.  You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth.  For he will be great in the sight of the Lord; and he will drink no wine or liquor, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit from [the preposition is EK = from; not EN = ‘in’; the NASB translates ‘while yet in’ thus reading their preconceived theology into their translation] his mother’s womb.  And he will turn many of the sons of Israel back to the Lord their God.  It is he who will go before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers back to the children, [quoting Malachi’s prophecy] and the disobedient to the attitude of the righteous, so as to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”  The angel applies the Malachi prediction about Elijah to John the Baptist, showing that what was written in Malachi was written about the ministry of John the Baptist.


d.  “This is a striking statement of the way in which the Divine plan differs from the human, which made the fate of John and of Jesus certain.  Men expected it as a part of the Messianic program that God would interpose in behalf of His servants, so that men could not do to them what they pleased.  But in God’s spiritual kingdom, force is not opposed to force, and so men did to John what they pleased.  The inference is, they will do to the Son of Man likewise.”

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “A scribal argument against the messiahship of Jesus is that Elijah has not yet returned (cf. also the disciples in Mk 9:11).  Jesus answers this by hinting in Mk 9:13 and stating openly in Mt 11:14 that the Baptist has fulfilled the prophecy of Malachi, though the ‘if you are willing to accept it’ of Mt 11:14 suggests that this is a new interpretation which is significant because Jesus places himself under Scripture, views the restoration as religious rather than political, sees the closeness of the end, and with the execution of John faces His own imminent crucifixion.  In accepting the fact that John fulfills the expectation of Elijah (Mk 1:2), the NT consciously confesses Jesus’ own messiahship.”


b.  “In Mt 11:14, our Lord identifies John the Baptist as Elijah.  We are not to understand that he was the actual Elijah of the Old Testament, nor that his appearance and ministry to Israel fulfilled the prophecy of the future coming and ministry of Elijah, but that he came in the spirit and power of Elijah to prepare the hearts of Israel for the first Advent of Messiah as Elijah will do for His second Advent.  Elijah was persecuted by Jezebel, as John was beheaded at the request of Herodias, and as Elijah will in the future be crucified [Revelation says nothing about Elijah being crucified during the Tribulation] by Antichrist.”


c.  “Jesus declared that indeed Elijah has come already.  In a veiled way Mark recorded how Jesus identified John the Baptist as the one who fulfilled at Jesus’ First Advent the role function expected of the end-time Elijah.  Jesus gave John his true significance which John did not even recognize about himself.  The expression, ‘They have done to him everything they wished,’ denotes the ruthless, arbitrary suffering and death John experienced at the hands of Herod Antipas and Herodias.  In like manner Elijah suffered persecution at the hands of Ahab and Jezebel (1 Kg 19:1–3, 10).  What these antagonists did to Elijah and John, people hostile to God would do to Jesus.  John the Baptist fulfilled the Elijah prophecy (Mal 4:5–6) typically at Christ’s First Advent. Yet Malachi’s prophecy (Mal 4:5–6) indicates that Elijah himself will also appear just before Christ’s Second Advent (Rev 11).”


d.  “Nowhere is there in all the Jewish speculation about Elijah anything about a suffering that must happen first.  Elijah is seen as the one who comes and restores Israel to their proper state of repentance and faith, and then the end is to follow.  Jesus’ shocking assertion that He must suffer is accompanied by the equally shocking idea that Elijah has already come and suffered.  The reference to the people doing as they wished with Elijah, ‘as the Scriptures say,’ is perhaps an allusion to the death threat against Elijah by Jezebel in 1 Kg 19:1–3.  Herodias has succeeded in doing to the second Elijah what Jezebel tried to do to the first.”


e.  “Most Jewish people were expecting the real Elijah (whom the disciples saw speaking with Jesus), but by applying the promise of Elijah to John, Jesus interprets it much more symbolically than most of his contemporaries would.”


f.  “The NT identifies John the Baptist as the fulfillment of this prediction [Malachi’s prediction].  Though separated by over 400 years, John was the next canonical prophet to follow Malachi in the course of redemptive history.  Wearing the same distinctive garments of camel’s hair and a leather belt as Elijah (2 Kg 1:8; Mt 3:4; Mk 1:6), John functioned as Elijah in his courageous and uncompromising denunciation of sin.  In a ministry which put him at odds with the king and his evil wife (1 Kg 19; Mk 6:17–18), John went ‘on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to their children … to make ready a people prepared for the Lord’ (Lk 1:17).”
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