John 1:1
Mark 9:12
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 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then, Now.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article HO, used as a third person personal pronoun, meaning “He” and referring to Jesus.  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb aorist active indicative or imperfect active indicative (the forms are identical for this verb in the Greek) from the verb PHĒMI, which means “to say: He said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative indirect object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them” and referring to Peter, James, and John.  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun ĒLIAS, meaning “Elijah.”  This is followed by the postpositive affirmative particle MEN, meaning “to be sure; indeed.”
  Then we have the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle of the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Elijah produces the action.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb and can be translated “after coming.”

With this we have the temporal ordinal adjective PRWTOS, meaning “first.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb APOKATHISTANW, which means “to restore.”


The present tense is a descriptive, aoristic, and futuristic present.  It describes what was happening right then in Israel with the ministry of John the Baptist plus what would happen in the future with the ministry of Elijah during the Tribulation, and both of these things are absolute facts.


The active voice indicates that Elijah (and John the Baptist) have, are, and will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter plural adjective PAS, meaning “all things.”

“Then He said to them, ‘Indeed, Elijah, after coming first, restores all things.”
 is the adversative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And yet,” followed by the interrogative adverb of manner PWS, meaning “how.”  Then we have the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb GRAPHW, which means “to be written: does it stand written.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes the present state of being as a result of a past, complete action.


The passive voice indicates that the Scripture receives the action of being written.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition EPI plus the adverbial accusative of reference from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS plus the genitive of relationship from the masculine singular article and noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “about the Son of Man.”

“And yet how does it stand written about the Son of Man”
 is the conjunction HINA, which introduces a purpose clause and can be translated “that.”  With this we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural adjective POLUS, meaning “many things.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb PASCHW, which means “to suffer.”


The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist, which regards the future action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the Son of Man will produce the action of suffering many things.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of purpose.

Finally, we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular aorist passive subjunctive from the verb EXOUDENEW, which means “to be treated with contempt.”


The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist, which regards the future action in its entirety as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the Son of Man will receive the action.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of purpose.

“that He will suffer many things and be treated with contempt?”
Mk 9:12 corrected translation
“Then He said to them, ‘Indeed, Elijah, after coming first, restores all things.  And yet how does it stand written about the Son of Man that He will suffer many things and be treated with contempt?”
Explanation:
Mt 17:11-13, “
And He answered and said, ‘Elijah is coming and will restore all things; but I say to you that Elijah already came, and they did not recognize him, but did to him whatever they wished.  So also the Son of Man is going to suffer at their hands.’  Then the disciples understood that He had spoken to them about John the Baptist.”

1.  “Then He said to them, ‘Indeed, Elijah, after coming first, restores all things.”

a.  Mark continues describing Jesus’ conversation with the three disciples (Peter, James, and John) as they walk down from the mountain of transfiguration to the vicinity of Caesarea Philippi.  The disciples have just asked Jesus why the scribes say that it is necessary for Elijah to come first.  Jesus now answers their question.

b.  The first thing Jesus does is confirm that the scribes are correct in their teaching that the Jewish Scriptures teach that Elijah comes first (before the Messiah) and restores all things.  Jesus does not say that the scribes are wrong, but confirms that what they teach is correct.


c.  The object of the scribes and Jesus’ statement ‘all things’ has to be narrowly defined as the spiritual life of Jews in Israel.  The ‘all things’ does not refer to the political kingdom of Israel for the Lord Himself will do that.  Nor does it refer to the economic life of Israel, for the Antichrist will have control of that throughout the Tribulation (no one is able to buy or sell anything without having the mark of the beast on their hand or forehead).  The object ‘all things’ refers to the mental attitude of positive volition to the message of the gospel.  This is what John the Baptist did in Israel during his ministry and what Elijah will do during his ministry on the Tribulation.  “The ‘all things’ in Mk 9:12 is in fact restricted to the religious and ethical field.”


d.  Remember that blindness in part has happened to Israel and the mission of both John the Baptist in the past and Elijah in the future is to remove that blindness and prepare the Jews mentally and spiritually for the advent of their Messiah.


e.  Therefore, the prophecies concerning the ministry of Elijah in Malachi have both a near and far fulfillment.  The near fulfillment is the ministry of John the Baptist for the first advent of the Messiah and the far fulfillment is the ministry of Elijah for the second advent of the Messiah.


f.  “The coming of Elijah announces the time of salvation. His task is that of ‘restorer’ of the people of God separated from its God by sin.  He prepares the community of salvation for the reception of salvation.”

2.  “And yet how does it stand written about the Son of Man”

a.  Jesus then continues with another question to stimulate the thinking of the disciples.


b.  The Jewish Scriptures talk about Elijah coming first before the Messiah, but they also talk about the Son of Man (the humanity of Christ) suffering many things and being treated with contempt.


c.  In Modern English we would phrase the question: “How come it stands written that the Messiah will suffer?”  Why does the Scripture say that the Son of Man, the Messiah, must suffer?  This is clearly taught in Isa 53 and Ps 22.  Jesus is reminding these three disciples that the Scriptures say more about the Messiah than just what He will do at the Second Advent.  There are other things that happen to him prior to that Second Advent.  And the disciples must realize that those things are about to happen in the next few months.

3.  “that He will suffer many things and be treated with contempt?”

a.  Jesus then expresses what stands written in the Old Testament Scriptures in Isa 53 and Ps 22 about what will happen to the Messiah, the Son of Man; that is, to Himself.  He will suffer many things.  These things include being rejected, despised, ridiculed, lied about, made fun of, as well as being tired, without sleep, hungry, thirsty, and many other physical hardships.  The suffering was mental, spiritual, and physical.


b.  In addition to suffering many things the Messiah would also be treated with contempt.  This includes being spat upon, being beaten, being punched, and being crucified among other indignities.  Jesus would treated with contempt by Judas, the temple guards, the high priests, the Sanhedrin, the Pharisees, the Sadducees, the Roman soldiers, Pilate, Herod Antipas, and the on-lookers at the Cross.


c.  The disciples had yet to see much of this treatment with contempt, since it had not yet happened, but they had seen enough in the antagonism of the scribes, Pharisees, Sadducees, Sanhedrin, and Herod Antipas (“that fox”) to know that Jesus’ question was true.


d.  Therefore, since the Scriptures declare that the Messiah will suffer many things and be treated with contempt, then certainly these things could not possibly happen after the return of the Messiah in glory.  And if these things can’t happen after the return of the Messiah in glory, then this suffering and contempt must occur before this other advent of the Messiah.  Therefore, logically, Jesus had to suffer these things first, then be resurrected from the dead, so that He could then come back in glory.  This would fulfill both the Scriptures about the suffering of the Messiah and the glorification of the Messiah.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The aim of the question is to awaken thought in the minds of the disciples by putting together things incongruous.  All things to be restored in preparation for Messiah; Messiah Himself to suffer and be set at naught: what then can the real function and fate of Elijah the restorer be?  Who is Elijah?  In Mt 11:14, our Lord identifies John the Baptist as Elijah.  We are not to understand that he was the actual Elijah of the Old Testament, nor that his appearance and ministry to Israel fulfilled the prophecy of the future coming and ministry of Elijah, but that he came in the spirit and power of Elijah to prepare the hearts of Israel for the first Advent of Messiah as Elijah will do for His second Advent.”


b.  “Jesus made two facts clear.  First, for those who had trusted in Him, this ‘Elijah’ was John the Baptist, for John had indeed prepared the way before Him.  John had denied that he was Elijah come from the dead (Jn 1:21, 25), but he did minister in the ‘spirit and power of Elijah’ (Lk 1:16–17).  Second, there would be a future coming of Elijah, just as Malachi had predicted (Mt 17:11), before the time of Great Tribulation.  Some students connect this with Rev 11:2–12.  The nation did not accept John’s ministry.  Had they received John, he would have served as the ‘Elijah’ God sent; and they also would have received Jesus.  Instead, they rejected both men and allowed them to be slain.”


c.  “In reply, Jesus made two things clear.  First, He acknowledged on the one hand that Elijah does come first (before the Messiah) and restores all things through spiritual renewal.  On the other hand this does not remove the necessity for the Son of Man to suffer much and be rejected (Ps 22; Isa 53).  Second, however, Jesus declared that indeed Elijah has come already.  In a veiled way Mark recorded how Jesus identified John the Baptist as the one who fulfilled at Jesus’ First Advent the role function expected of the end-time Elijah (cf. Mk 1:2–8; Mt 17:13; Lk 1:17).”


d.  “In response to their question, Jesus reassured them that Elijah had come and indicated that John was Elijah (in spirit if not in body, Lk 1:17).  Having just seen Jesus’ divine power, they accepted His explanation and concluded that John the Baptist must indeed have fulfilled the prophecy.”


e.  “This prophecy received confirmation by the Lord, and the tense used (futuristic present) indicates that it shall be fulfilled in the future.  Elijah is going to come and restore all things (Mal 4:6) before the Messiah comes.  Christ was attempting to stir the thinking of his followers that they might understand that the Son of man must first suffer before the coming of Elijah and the glorious advent of Messiah.”


f.  “Verse 12b serves as a warning that the sufferings of John and his shameful rejection do not disqualify him from fulfilling the role of Elijah nor do Jesus’ sufferings discredit Him as the transcendent Son of Man.”
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