John 1:1
Mark 8:9



 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” plus the third person plural imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: there were.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuous, past state of being without reference to its conclusion.


The active voice indicates that the situation produced the state of being what it was.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the adverbial use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “about”
 when used with numbers plus the predicate nominative from the masculine plural cardinal adjective TETRAKISCHILIOI, meaning “four thousand.”
  This refers to the number of men there, because Mt 15:38 tells us that in addition to these 4000 men there were also women and children.

“Now there were about four thousand [men].”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb APOLUW, which means “to send away; dismiss, let go.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “them.”

“And He sent them away.”
Mk 8:9 corrected translation
“Now there were about four thousand [men].  And He sent them away.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now there were about four thousand [men].”

a.  Mark concludes the story of the feeding of the crowd in Decapolis by telling us the number of men or people that were fed there.


b.  There are two opinions on the meaning of the number 4000.  Because it is in the masculine plural some scholars say that it just refers to the men and does not include the women and children who were also there.  This position is backed up by Mt 15:38, “And those who ate were four thousand men, besides women and children.”  Other scholars say that there were just 4000 people total there.  This cannot be correct because of Matthew’s statement.


c.  If we add an equal number of women plus an average of two children per family, there would have been over 16,000 people fed at this time.  This number shouldn’t shock anyone, since nothing is impossible with God and the feeding of the 5000 men in Galilee did not include the women and children either.  “Consider the size of this crowd: four thousand men plus women and children, say a total crowd of sixteen thousand mouths. Jesus certainly had large audiences. (On this basis His Jewish audience at Bethsaida would have been twenty thousand.)”

2.  “And He sent them away.”

a.  Finally, Jesus dismissed the crowd, sending the Gentiles back to their homes and the Jewish pilgrims on to the Passover festival.  Jesus was not telling the crowd ‘to get lost’.  That is not His nature nor manner of dealing with people.


b.  Implied, but not stated here, is that Jesus bid the crowd farewell, blessed them on their travels and thanked them for coming to hear Him speak.  He did not just toss them aside and tell them to leave.  He dismissed them with His blessing.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “In view of the mixed population of the area, it is probable that both Jews and Gentiles sat down together in meal fellowship on this occasion, and this prefigured Jesus’ intention for the Church.  This seems to be a more realistic approach to the historical situation than the desire to find an exclusively Gentile audience in Mk 8:1-9.”


b.  “In both [feeding] miracles the numbers are merely historical; all efforts to give them a symbolical or allegorical meaning are beside the point.  If there were Gentiles present among the 4000, Mark does not even note the fact, much less attach peculiar significance to it.”
  The area of Decapolis was a mixed Jewish-Gentile community with the majority being Gentile.  Mark didn’t need to state the obvious—that there were Gentiles in this crowd.
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