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

 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third person singular imperfect aorist active indicative from the verb ERWTAW, which means “to ask.”

The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a past, incomplete or continuing action.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “them” and referring to the disciples.  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine plural interrogative pronoun POSOS, meaning “How much?”
  Then we have the second person singular present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “to have.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing the present state or situation.


The active voice indicates that the disciples produce the action of having a certain number of pieces of bread.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

This is followed by the double accusative of the thing from the masculine plural noun ARTOS, meaning “bread.”

“And He was asking them, ‘How much bread do you have?’”
 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “And, then, now, etc.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural article used as a personal pronoun, meaning “they.”  With this we have the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, meaning “to say: they said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the disciples produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the accusative of measure from the masculine plural cardinal adjective HEPTA, meaning “Seven.”

“And they said, ‘Seven.’”
Mk 8:5 corrected translation
“And He was asking them, ‘How much bread do you have?’  And they said, ‘Seven.’”
Explanation:
1.  “And He was asking them, ‘How much bread do you have?’”

a.  Jesus continues the conversation with His disciples concerning how they (Jesus and the disciples) are going to feed 4000 people in a deserted mountainous wilderness area by posing a similar question to the question asked the last time they were in a similar situation, Mk 6:38, “Then He said to them, ‘How many loaves of bread do you have?  Go, look!’  And after ascertaining, they said, ‘Five, and two fish.’”


b.  Jesus again asks about the amount of bread that is available to work with just as He did before.  Obviously this is meant to jar the memory of the disciples concerning the previous situation and its comparison to this situation.


c.  Does it matter how many loaves or pieces of bread are available?  No.  The point is that there is no enough to make any difference in this situation with so many hungry people.  Jesus could perform the same miracle regardless of the amount of bread available.  Therefore, the purpose of asking the question is not to ascertain if there was enough bread available to perform the miracle.

2.  “And they said, ‘Seven.’”

a.  The disciples give the human/physical level answer instead of the divine/spiritual level answer.  Instead of telling Jesus what was unnecessary for Him to know (He could have performed the same miracle with any number of pieces of bread), they should have said, “Lord, it doesn’t matter how much bread we have.  You are the bread of life and do all things well.  You will provide for these people as you did before.”  That was the answer Jesus was looking for.


b.  There is nothing magical about the number seven.  It does not point to the seven days of creation or the Sabbath or any other speculation.  The point of their answer is that they are not yet thinking on the divine/spiritual level regarding Jesus and the situations of life.  “Seven is a round number in the feeding of the four thousand (Mt 15:22ff; Mk 8:1ff).  The context offers us no reason to seek a hidden significance.”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus’ question concerning the amount of bread available clearly indicated His intentions, and was an invitation for the disciples to use the resources they had—seven loaves.”


b.  “It was the provision they had made for their own need, but they were to have the privilege of sharing it with others.  Observe, that this time they did not procure the food from someone else.”


c.  “The exact repetition of the question from Mk 6:38 suggests a tone of almost humorous resignation: ‘Here we go again!’”


d.  “Jesus’ question concerning the number of loaves available to them is equivalent to the affirmation, ‘I know what I am going to do’.”
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