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Mark 8:36



 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the nominative subject from the neuter singular interrogative use of the indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “what.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb WPHELEW, which means “to help, aid, benefit, or profit.”


The present tense is a customary present, which describes what normally or typically occurs.


The active voice indicates that the indefinite “what” produces the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

This is followed by the double accusative direct object of the person from the masculine singular noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “a man.”  Then we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb KERDAINW, which means “to gain.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the entire action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that a man produces the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of indirect object.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun KOSMOS and adjective HOLOS, meaning “the whole world.”

“For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the aorist passive infinitive from the verb ZĒMIOW, which means “to experience the loss of something, with implication of undergoing hardship or suffering: suffer damage/loss, forfeit, sustain injury Mt 16:26; Mk 8:36; Lk 9:25; 2 Cor 7:9; Phil 3:8.”


The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which views the future action in its entirety as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the man who gains the whole world receives the action of losing his soul.


The infinitive is an infinitive of indirect object.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun PSUCHĒ with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “his soul.”
“and to forfeit his soul?”
Mk 8:36 corrected translation
“For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and to forfeit his soul?”
Explanation:
1.  “For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world”

a.  Jesus continues with another explanation of what it means to follow Him as a disciple.  He has just told the disciples “whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever will lose his life because of Me and the gospel will save it.”  The Lord now gives a further explanation of what it means for a man to wish to save his life.

b.  Wishing to save one’s life is the equivalent of gaining the whole world.  Gaining the whole world means getting everything your little ole sin nature desires.  It means living as an unbeliever, who does whatever he wants and gets whatever he wants.  This is Satan’s philosophy—I have free will, therefore, I should be able to do whatever I want.  Gaining the whole world means getting whatever you consider profitable in life.  Therefore, just is asking what it profits or benefits a person to get everything they want and do everything they want, if they forfeit their eternal life.


c.  The sin nature desires to gain the whole world as seen in the desire of Satan and many men throughout human history.  The Lord Jesus Christ was offered the kingdoms of the world and turned them down in favor of obedience to the will and plan of God the Father.


d.  The man of sin, the man of lawlessness, the Antichrist will desire to gain the whole world and fail as well.  The only person in the history of the earth who will gain the whole world is the last Adam, the Lord Jesus Christ at His second advent.  The only other man who has owned the whole world gave it up in the Garden of Eden.

2.  “and to forfeit his soul?”

a.  Jesus adds the real problem that results from having wrong priorities in life—a person forfeits or loses his own soul.  Does he literally lose his soul?  No.  This is a word picture of eternal life in the lake of fire.  The person forfeits what God designed for the soul.  God designed a life of indescribable happiness forever with Him for every soul that has ever existed, both angelic and human.  But the person who refuses to believe in Christ and do what they want instead forfeits this eternal existence of the soul.


b.  We decide the eternal fate of our own soul by what we want.  If we want to do whatever we want in rejection of God, then we forfeit our soul.  If we do what God asks us to do by believing in Christ, we not only do not forfeit our soul, but we gain the whole world with Christ as members of His body and as His bride.


c.  Therefore, there is no profit or benefit in attempting to do what we want by following the dictates of our sin nature, but there is great profit and benefit in doing what God wants by denying ourselves (that is, our sin nature) and following Christ (that is, believing in and obeying Him).  Paul stated it so simply in Phil 1:21, “Because as far as I am concerned, to keep on living—Christ and dying—profit.”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “While self-denial will not save a person in the sense of making him a child of God, yet, lack of self-denial, together with self-satisfaction will result in his going into eternity, a lost sinner.  ‘World’ here refers to the world system of evil of which Satan is the head, all unsaved people his servants, together with the pursuits, pleasure, purposes, people, and places where God is not wanted.”


b.  “Remember, Jesus was instructing His disciples, men who had already confessed Him as the Son of God.  He was not telling them how to be saved and go to heaven, but how to save their lives and make the most of their opportunities on earth.  ‘Losing your soul’ is the equivalent of wasting your life, missing the great opportunities God gives you to make your life count.  You may ‘gain the whole world’ and be a success in the eyes of men, and yet have nothing to show for your life when you stand before God.  If that happens, though you did own the whole world, it would not be a sufficient price to give to God to buy another chance at life.  Is there any reward for the person who is a true disciple?  Yes, there is: he becomes more like Jesus Christ and one day shares in His glory.  Satan promises you glory, but in the end, you receive suffering.  God promises you suffering, but in the end, that suffering is transformed into glory.  If we acknowledge Christ and live for Him, He will one day acknowledge us and share His glory with us.”


c.  “For what can a person give in exchange for his soul, for eternal life with God?  The answer: Nothing, because having ‘gained the world’ he has in the end irrevocably lost eternal life with God, with nothing to compensate for it.”


d.  “This question is generally used as though it meant, ‘What shall a man take in exchange for his soul?’  But it is the very opposite.  If the soul is lost, what shall a man give to reclaim it?  His case will be utterly hopeless.  He cannot buy back the life that has been forfeited because of sin and selfishness.


e.  “There is nothing worth the price of life, no one could ever give an equivalent to it.   Here Jesus may have had Ps 49 in mind.”


f.  “Life is worth more than the world itself, giving one’s life in this world to gain it in the world to come is a wise transaction; there was nothing else one could give in exchange for it (Ps 49:7, 15).”


g.  “This principle applies on the physical level as well as on the spiritual.  What is the value of obtaining all that the world has to offer if a person dies and cannot enjoy it?  Or, what is the good of amassing a world of earthly possessions for a few short years if it means the loss of eternal life.”


h.  “The earthly life is measured generally by outward gains, while the spiritual life is valued for itself.  In the one, a man is worth dollars and cents, in the other, his worth is a matter of his on excellence, the quality and range of his being.  The question is thus between that life which consists mainly in having, and that which consists in being.  And to be, in the true sense, means to have the life of God in us.”


i.  “Corresponding to the advantage gained—the whole world—is the payment which must be forfeited—authentic life.  But the ledger involves values which cannot really be compared. The loss even of ordinary human life is in no way compensated by winning the world; how much more is this true of eternal life!  The absurdity of the man who secures his own life in preference to participation in the salvation provided by God emphasizes the fateful consequences of denying Jesus, even when human life is at stake.  When a man has forfeited eternal life, he experiences absolute loss, even though he may have won the approval of the whole world with his denial of Jesus and the gospel.”
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